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ome of themost important items, other than
explosives, that ordnance peoplework with are
keysto magazines, ready-servicelockers, and small-
armslockers. During the safety surveysl did while
serving at the Naval Safety Center, | found that
some of the basic guidelines concerning keyshave
beenignored, forgotten or circumvented.

OPNAVINST 5530.13B, Department of the
Navy Physical Security Instruction for Conven-
tional Arms, Ammunition and Explosives (AA&E),
Chapter 0307, spellsout specific guidelinesfor keys.

Hereare someof the highlightsfrom that
chapter that I’ ve seen as problems.

= Appoint acustodian of keysandlocksin
writing.

¢~ Don'tleave keysunsecured or unattended.
Make sure only authorized personnel havethem or
that the keysarein acontainer that isas secure as
the materialsthe keys give accessto.

. KeepkeystoAA&E and systemsthat
detect intrusion separate from other keys. Keep a
roster of peoplewho havethosekeysout of public
view.

¢ = Do not make amaster key to locksfor
AA&E spaces.

¢ = Whenkeysarelost, misplaced or stolen,
replacethe affected locks or lock cores. Keep
replacement locks and coresin asecure area.
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© Inventory locksand keys semi-annually, and
keep recordsfor ayear.

¢ Maintain akey-control register to ensure
continuous accountability of keys. Keep theregister
for at least 18 months after thelast entry.

¢ = Theonly timeyou canremovekeysto
armories, racks, containers, or magazinesfroman
installation or shipisto keep themin protected
storage elsewhere.

= For afloat commands, you must keep keysto
ammunition and explosives spaces on welded or
brazed rings separate from ringswith keysto
weapons-storage spaces. The purposeisto prevent
theft or loss of onekey ring that could give accessto
both weaponsand ammunition. Ready-for-issue,
AA&E lockersfor responseforces are exempt from
thisrequirement.

= When people, such asduty officers, are
responsi blefor safeguarding or otherwise having
keysimmediately available, they may signfora
sealed container of keyswhen the unbroken seal is
evidencethat the keyshave not been disturbed. In
afloat commands, they may signfor key ringsaslong
astheweld has not been broken. However, they
must verify the number of keysonthering.g

GMC(SW) Fisher retired from active duty last summer.
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