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Michigan 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population: 10,079,985 (July 2003 Census estimate)1; 9,797,198 (2002 American 
Community Survey)2 

 Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 78.6% white, 13.8% 
black/African American, 0.4% American Indian/Alaska Native, 2.0% Asian, 0.0% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.1% other, 1.6% two or more races, 3.4% 
Hispanic/Latino origin3 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Jennifer Granholm4 
 Lt. Governor: John D. Cherry, Jr.5 
 Attorney General: Mike Cox6 
 Secretary of State: Terri Lynn Land7 
 U.S. Senate: Carl Levin (D); Debbie Stabenow (D)8 
 U.S. House of Representatives (Districts 1-15, respectively): Bart Stupak, Peter 

Hoekstra, Vernon Ehlers, Dave Camp, Dale Kildee, Fred Upton, Nick Smith, Mike 
Rogers, Joseph Knollenberg, Candice Miller, Thaddeus McCotter, Sander Levin, 
Carolyn Kilpatrick, John Conyers, Jr., John Dingell9 

 Capital: Lansing10  
 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)11 
Designated in 1997, the Southeast Michigan HIDTA is responsible for the following 
Michigan counties: Allegan, Genesee, Kalamazoo, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, Van 
Buren, Washtenaw, and Wayne.  

 
Federal Funding 

 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in Michigan:12 
• FY 2003: 

 $54,116 to Bay Regional Medical Center/Bay County Prevention Network, 
Bay City 

 $100,000 to Community Partnership for Southwest Detroit, Detroit 
 $100,000 to Western Upper Peninsula Substance Abuse Coordinating 

Agency/Copper County Coalition for a Drug-Free Community, Houghton 
 $72,189 to Rochester Auburn Hills Community Coalition, Rochester Hills 
 $75,000 to Troy School District/Coalition of Healthy Communities, Troy 

(Coalition Mentoring Program grantee) 
• FY 2002: 

 $99,595 to Partnership for a Drug-Free Detroit Youth Development Institute, 
Detroit 
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 $100,000 to Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Regional Planning 
Committee, Holland 

 $61,989 to the Iosco Human Services Coordinating Council, Tawas City 
• FY 2001: no grantees 
• FY 2000: 

 $100,000 to the Community Health Improvement Partnership, West Branch 
 $100,000 to the Northeast Michigan Community Partnership, Alpena 
 $100,000 to the Empowerment Zone Coalition, Detroit 
 $100,000 to the Marquette County Coalition for Substance and Violence 

Prevention, Marquette 
 $100,000 to the Troy Community Coalition for the Prevention of Drug and 

Alcohol Abuse, Troy 
 $84,507 to the Substance Abuse Council of Greater Battle Creek, Battle Creek 

• FY 1999: 
 $100,000 to Community Assessment, Referral and Education, Inc., Clinton 

Township 
 $99,209 to the Troy School District, Troy 

 Community Capacity Development Office13 
Eleven locations in Michigan have received official recognition and Federal funding 
as Weed and Seed sites: Battle Creek, Detroit (3 sites), Flint (2 sites), Grand Rapids, 
Highland Park, Inkster, Kalamazoo, and Muskegon. 

 FY 2003/2004 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Formula 
and Discretionary Grant Summary for Michigan:14 
• Formula Funding: $73,958,277 

 Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant - $58,399,248 
 Community Mental Health Services Block Grant - $13,163,041 
 Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH) - 

$1,481,000 
 Protection and Advocacy Formula Grant - $914,988 

• Discretionary Funding: $14,546,973 
 Mental Health - $3,754,828 
 Substance Prevention - $4,537,274 
 Substance Abuse Treatment - $6,254,871 

• Total Mental Health Funds: $19,313,857 
• Total Substance Abuse Funds: $69,191,393 
• Total Funds for Michigan: $88,505,250 

 FY 2004 Byrne Formula Grant Program amount awarded to Michigan: $15,239,85615 
 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grant amounts received in 

Michigan:16 
• $500,000 to the Office of the Drug Court/Circuit Court, Battle Creek 
• $485,479 to Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, Suttons Bay 

 There were no Michigan recipients of the FY 2003 Office of Community Oriented 
Policing Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant.17 

 FY 2003 Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) for State Prisoners Formula 
Grant amount allocated to Michigan: $2,056,17918 
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 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs (OJP) and COPS total grant amounts received in 
Michigan (by funding category):19  
• Communities (discretionary): $2.3 million 
• Counter-terrorism (discretionary): $71.1 million 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: $3.0 million 
 formula: $7.4 million 

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: $25.7 million 
 formula: $31.4 million 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: $1.0 million 
 formula: $2.1 million 

• Victims: 
 discretionary: $3.8 million 
 formula: $12.6 million 

• Total OJP/COPS funds received in Michigan in FY 2003: $160.4 million 
 FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development Drug Elimination Grant amounts received 

in Michigan:20 
• $125,000 to Restoration Towers, Detroit 
• $125,000 to Southridge Park, Jackson 
• $125,000 to Interfaith Homes of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2002, there were 42,253 drug offenses known to police in Michigan. This is 
up from 37,925 in 1999.21 

 
Number of Offenses Known to Police, Select Offenses, Michigan, 1999-2002 
Offense 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Murder/non-neg. manslaughter 675 669 661 671 
Rape (includes attempts) 4,695 4,971 5,336 5,438 
Robbery 13,635 13,414 12,798 11,785 
Aggravated assault 35,386 35,001 36,148 36,120 
Burglary 70,779 67,882 71,054 70,012 
Larceny 223,597 221,031 223,064 210,473 
Motor vehicle theft 54,018 53,889 52,310 49,248 
Arson 4,549 4,541 4,262 4,901 
Drug laws 37,925 40,891 43,501 42,253 
DUI alcohol/narcotics 55,128 56,207 54,494 53,630 
Liquor laws 23,529 23,597 23,122 22,192 
 

 There were 32,873 drug arrests in Michigan during 2002.22 
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Number of Arrests, Select Offenses, Michigan, 1999-2002 
Offense 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Murder/non-neg. manslaughter 1,316 1,356 759 619 
Rape (includes attempts) 1,547 1,428 1,444 1,124 
Robbery 3,094 3,015 2,952 2,617 
Aggravated assault 13,296 12,245 12,489 12,965 
Burglary 7,193 6,638 6,482 6,632 
Larceny 26,624 25,365 27,359 26,659 
Motor vehicle theft 2,730 2,572 2,648 2,410 
Arson 610 554 536 454 
Drug laws 33,900 33,421 34,803 32,873 
DUI alcohol/narcotics 53,271 54,806 53,399 53,029 
Liquor laws 27,789 27,120 25,475 24,736 
 

 The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) made 423 arrests for drug violations in 
Michigan during 2003.23 

 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Michigan, 1999-2003 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 
780 668 511 443 423 

 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Cocaine is the primary drug threat in Michigan. Purity levels for the cocaine found in 
the state range from 60% to 90%.24 A newly emerging population of heavy crack 
users involves Native Americans living near casinos in northern Michigan.25

 Heroin 
South America (Colombia) remains the dominant source of the heroin found in 
Michigan. However, in the past few years, heroin originating in Southeast Asia and 
the Middle East has been identified. Additionally, heroin originating in Mexico 
continues to be available in some parts of the state.26 Heroin is widely available in the 
densely populated areas of Michigan.27  

 Marijuana 
Michigan marijuana indicators remain stable but at high levels. Mexican marijuana 
continues to be the dominant form of the drug found in Michigan.28  

 Methamphetamine 
Increasing levels of methamphetamine abuse are evident in Michigan, especially in 
the southwestern corner of lower Michigan.29

 Club Drugs 
The use of club drugs has steadily increased in Michigan, especially in urban areas of 
the state where the number of raves has also increased.30 A powder form of MDMA is 
now available in Michigan and is used intranasally. There have been increased reports 
of ketamine use in Michigan and numerous veterinary clinics have experienced 
break-ins by offenders reportedly seeking the drug.31
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 Other Drugs 
Law enforcement reports involving oxycodone have been increasing primarily in the 
west and north sections of lower Michigan.32 OxyContin demand is increasing 
throughout the state. The Michigan Automated Prescription System (MAPS) program 
indicates that the state’s OxyContin prescriptions have increased by 31%.33

 According to 2000-2001 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse 
(NHSDA), approximately 41% of Michigan citizens ages 12 and older felt that 
smoking marijuana once a month posed a great risk.34 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Drug Use, by Age, Michigan, 2000-2001 Data 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Past month use of any illicit drug 12.12% 19.90% 4.72% 7.48% 
Past month use of marijuana 9.40 17.45 3.60 6.01 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marij. 5.05 6.78 1.72 2.73 
Past year cocaine use 1.34 4.60 0.81 1.36 
Great risk of smoking marijuana once a month 35.57 24.66 44.84 41.24 
 

 According to 2000-2001 data from the NHSDA, approximately 1.26% of Michigan 
citizens reported past year dependence on illicit drugs.35 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Past Year Abuse/Dependence, Michigan, 2000-2001 Data 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Illicit drug dependence 2.79% 3.79% 0.61% 1.26% 
Illicit drug dependence or abuse 5.33 6.22 1.01 2.15 
Alcohol dependence 1.91 5.24 1.94 2.37 
Alcohol dependence or abuse 5.63 14.97 4.48 5.96 
Alcohol or illicit drug dependence or abuse 8.58 17.94 5.12 7.14 
 
Juveniles  

 Results from a survey of Michigan high school students revealed that 55.4% of the 
12th graders surveyed in 2003 used marijuana at least once in their lifetime.36 

 
Percent of High School Students Using Drugs, by Grade, Michigan, 2003 
 9th 10th 11th 12th 
Lifetime marijuana use 33.4% 43.0% 47.6% 55.4% 
Past month marijuana use 20.0 24.0 25.8 27.1 
Lifetime cocaine use 7.8 6.8 9.4 10.2 
Past month cocaine use 4.1 2.6 3.7 4.6 
Lifetime inhalant use 15.2 12.1 11.2 13.7 
Past month inhalant use 6.4 3.1 4.1 2.6 
Lifetime heroin use 4.5 1.6 3.6 3.5 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 8.4 5.3 8.9 7.7 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 3.9 2.8 2.7 4.6 
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 3.4 1.4 1.8 2.3 
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 Approximately 47% of male Michigan high school students surveyed in 2003 
reported that they had tried marijuana at least once in their lifetime.37  
 

Percent of High School Students Using Drugs, Michigan, 1999-2003 
 1999 

    M            F 
2001 

    M            F 
2003 

    M            F 
Lifetime marijuana use 49.7% 43.3% 45.5% 42.3% 46.7% 41.2% 
Past month marijuana use 29.1 22.7 24.9 23.4 25.5 22.5 
Lifetime cocaine use 10.0 6.2 8.8 6.8 9.3 7.8 
Past month cocaine use 4.7 2.0 4.5 2.7 4.5 3.2 
Lifetime inhalant use 16.5 14.8 11.4 14.1 12.9 13.6 
Past month inhalant use 5.7 2.8 3.3 3.8 4.5 4.0 
Lifetime heroin use 4.7 2.6 4.5 1.8 4.3 2.5 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 8.8 9.3 8.7 7.6 8.4 7.0 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 5.6 2.5 5.4 2.8 4.7 2.6 
Lifetime injection of illegal drug 3.1 1.6 3.3 1.4 2.4 2.3 
  
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2002, there were 28,080 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Michigan (21,006 officers and 7,074 civilians).38 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Several factors contribute to the drug trafficking problem in Michigan:39 
• a major international airport and numerous large and small airports; 
• a 700-mile international border with Ontario; 
• land crossings at Detroit, Port Huron, and Sault Ste. Marie; 
• water crossings through 3 Great Lakes; 
• the St. Lawrence Seaway, which connects to the Atlantic Ocean. 

 While the majority of marijuana seized in Michigan originates in Mexico, law 
enforcement agencies report increases in seizures of hydroponically grown marijuana 
from Canada.40  

 During 2003, the DEA and state and local authorities in Michigan seized 275 
methamphetamine labs.41 

 
Number of Methamphetamine Labs Seized, Michigan, 1999-2003 
Year Labs Seized 
1999 10 
2000 21 
2001 121 
2002 228 
2003 275 
 

 From January through November 24, 2003, the Michigan State Police seized 167 
methamphetamine labs. During full year 2002, the State Police seized 189 labs, up 
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from 91 labs in 2001, 40 labs in 2000, and 14 labs in 1999. Most of the labs seized 
have been located in southwestern lower Michigan.42  

 More than 6,000 kilograms of marijuana were seized by Federal agencies in Michigan 
during 2003.43 

 
Amount of Federal Drug Seizures, Michigan, 2003 
Drug Type Amount Seized 
Cocaine 81.9 kilograms 
Heroin 28.3 kilograms 
Methamphetamine 3.6 kilograms 
Marijuana 6,563.1 kilograms 
MDMA 18,474 pills 
 

 During 2002, more than 26,000 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated in 
Michigan as part of the DEA's Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression 
Program.44  

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Michigan, 2002 

Outdoor Operations 
                               Cultivated 
    Eradicated            Plants 
        Plots              Eradicated 

Indoor Operations 
 
       Grows                Plants 
       Seized             Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

201 9,947 89 16,496 26,443 
 

 In the first three months of 2002, the Michigan State Police seized more than 500 
oxycodone pills.45 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts46 
As of May 2004, there were 70 drug courts either being planned or already operating 
in Michigan. Seventeen drug courts have been in existence for over 2 years, 26 were 
recently implemented, and 27 were being planned. 

 During FY 2001, 41.7% of Federally-sentenced defendants in Michigan were charged 
with drug offenses. Marijuana was involved in 43.1% (193) of the drug offenses.47 

 
Federally-Sentenced Drug Offenders, by Drug Type, Michigan, FY 2001 
Drug Type Number Percent 
Marijuana 193 43.1% 
Crack cocaine 103 23.0 
Powder cocaine 90 20.1 
Methamphetamine 27 6.0 
Heroin 27 6.0 
Other 8 1.8 
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Corrections 
 At yearend 2002, the population of offenders in Michigan institutions and camps was 

49,489. There were also 15,592 parolees and 55,605 probationers.48 
 In 2001, 29% of the Michigan prisoners reported having a history of drug and alcohol 

abuse, 22% reported a “drugs only” problem, 10% percent reported an “alcohol only” 
problem, and 61% percent reported having a problem with either or both.49 

 The number of offenders receiving treatment increased from 968 in FY 1989 to 
20,676 in FY 2001.50 

 
Number of Offenders Admitted to Treatment, by Facility Type, FY 1989 and 2001 
Facility FY 1989 FY 2001 
Prison/camp 579 5,806 
CRP 382 1,773 
Parole 67 8,656 
Probation 0 4,441 
 

 The Michigan Department of Corrections has reduced drug usage in its institutions 
and camps from 11.1% in FY 1987 to 0.9% in FY 2001.51 

 
Percent of Offenders Testing Positive for Drugs, Michigan, FY 1987 and 2001 
Facility FY 1987* FY 2001 
Prison/camp 11.1% 0.9% 
CRP 17.2 4.2 
Parole 28.1 15.4 
Probation* 32.3 23.0 
*Probation test results available only back to FY 1995 
 

 STOP II (Short Terms of Punishment) Program52 
The STOP II Program monitors and tests parolees who have serious substance abuse 
problems. If a parolee fails to show up for a drug test or tests positive for drug use, he 
or she is required to serve an immediate three-day sanction in the center or jail. In FY 
2000/2001, more than 2,500 parolees were enrolled in the STOP II program. 

 
Consequences of Use 

 From January through November 2003, the Children’s Hospital of Michigan Poison 
Control Center received reports of 31 cases involving ecstasy misuse.53 

 The number of cases of intentional GHB abuse reported to the Children’s Hospital 
decreased from 100 in 1999, to 35 in 2000, to approximately half that many in 2001, 
to 10 in 2002, and to 5 during the first 10 months of 2003.54  

 Intentional abuse of Coricidin HBP (an over-the-counter cold and flu medicine) is 
increasing in reports to Children’s Hospital of Michigan. During 2000, there were 44 
cases reported, and in 2001, at least 60 cases were reported. Approximately this same 
number of cases was reported in 2002, and during the first 10 months of 2003, 58 
cases of intentional Coricidin abuse were reported.55 

 From October 1, 2002 to September 30, 2003, there were 37 methamphetamine 
laboratory sites in Michigan in which a child was present.56 
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Number of Children at Methamphetamine Lab Incidents, Michigan, FY 2003 
 Number 
Sites with a child affected 70 
Sites with a child exposed to toxic chemicals 16 
Sites with a child injured 0 
Sites with a child killed 0 
Sites with a child present 37 
Sites with a child residing at the site 45 
Number of children placed in protective custody 5 
 

 As of July 2003, injecting drug users accounted for 29% of Michigan’s AIDS cases.57 
 
Treatment 

 In FY 2003, there were 200 ecstasy-involved (as primary, secondary, or tertiary drug) 
treatment admissions statewide. This is up from 158 ecstasy-involved admissions 
during FY 2002.58 

 There were 32 ketamine-involved treatment admissions in Michigan during FY 2003, 
up from 11 in FY 2002.59 

 All of the Michigan methamphetamine-involved treatment admissions during FY 
2002 involved cases in which the individuals reported using the drug 26-30 times 
within the past month.60 

 During 2002, there were 63,596 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Michigan.61 
This is up from 52,377 admissions in 2001.62 There were 57,369 treatment 
admissions in 2000.63  

 
Number of Admissions to Treatment, Primary Drug of Abuse, Michigan, 2000-2002 
 
Drug Type 

2000 
#             % 

2001 
#              % 

2002 
#              % 

Alcohol only 17,944 31.3% 15,607 29.8% 18,450 29.0% 
Alc. w/ second. drug 12,320 21.5 11,170 21.3 13,574 21.3 
Cocaine – smoked 7,733 13.5 6,793 13.0 8,761 13.8 
Cocaine – other route 1,135 2.0 1,104 2.1 1,448 2.3 
Marijuana 9,206 16.0 7,731 14.8 10,337 16.3 
Heroin 6,494 11.3 6,896 13.2 7,571 11.9 
Other opiates 1,494 2.6 1,845 3.2 2,403 3.8 
PCP 3 0.0 9 0.0 4 0.0 
Hallucinogens 64 0.1 58 0.1 61 0.1 
Amphetamines 179 0.3 249 0.5 429 0.7 
Other stimulants 5 0.0 2 0.0 11 0.0 
Tranquilizers 85 0.2 58 0.1 145 0.2 
Sedatives 72 0.1 76 0.1 113 0.2 
Inhalants 58 0.1 46 0.1 39 0.1 
Other/none specified 562 1.0 733 1.4 250 0.4 
Total 57,369 100.0 52,377 100.0 63,596 100.0 
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 

http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
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