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Montpelier, Vermont

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics1

 Population (2000 Census): 8,035
 Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 95.4% white; 0.6% black/African American; 0.2%

American Indian/Alaska Native; 0.8% Asian; 0.0% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific
Islander; 0.2% some other race; 1.2% two or more races; 1.4% Hispanic/Latino (of
any race)

 The city of Montpelier is located in Washington County.

Politics
 Mayor: Chuck Karparis2

 City Manager: William J. Fraser3

 City Council: Chris Smart (District 1); Cheryl Fischer (District 1); Nancy Sherman
(District 2); David L. Grayck (District 2); Harold Garabedian (District 3); Jim
Sheridan (District 3)4

 Chief of Police: Douglas S. Hoyt5

 Montpelier Sheriff: Donald G Edson6

Federal Funding
 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in Montpelier:7

• FY 2003:
 $100,000 to Washington Central Friends of Education
 $100,000 to Washington County Youth Service Bureau Boys and Girls Club

• FY 2002: no grantees
• FY 2001: no grantees
• FY 2000: no grantees
• FY 1999: no grantees
• FY 1998: $100,000 to Washington County Youth Service Bureau

 Executive Office for Weed and Seed8

Montpelier has never received Federal funding or been officially recognized as a
Weed and Seed site.

 FY 2002 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
Discretionary Funds awarded to Montpelier:9

• $60,000 to Vermont Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health. Project
period 9/30/01-9/29/04.

 There were no Montpelier recipients of the FY 2001 Housing and Urban
Development Drug Elimination Grant.10

 Montpelier did not receive any funding through the FY 2002 Department of Justice
Office of Community Oriented Policing Services Methamphetamine Grant.11

 Montpelier did not receive funding for the FY 2002 Office of Justice Programs Drug
Court Grant.12
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Crime and Drug-Related Crime
 During 2002, there were 489 part one offenses known to police in Vermont.13

Number of Part One Offenses Known to Law Enforcement, Montpelier, 1996-2002
Offense Type 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Rape 15 8 8 4 7 3 5
Robbery 1 1 0 1 7 2 2
Aggravated assault 9 5 3 3 4 2 4
Burglary 62 32 45 28 54 35 52
Larceny 376 322 397 344 348 418 403
Motor vehicle theft 30 20 16 18 22 20 16
Arson 4 2 5 2 7 12 7
Total part I offenses 497 390 474 400 449 492 489

 There has been a dramatic rise in the number of drug offenses and arrests in
Montpelier. Heroin abuse has become an increased concern in the area.14

Drugs
 Heroin availability and abuse are increasing in Montpelier.15

Enforcement
 As of October 31, 2001, there were 23 law enforcement employees in Montpelier (16

officer and 7 civilians).16

Courts
 Drug Courts17

As of September 2003, there were no drug courts in operation or being planned in
Montpelier.

Treatment
 During FY 1999, there were 53 total substance abuse treatment admissions in

Washington County. 13% of which were under the age of 18 and 87% were male.18

 Of the 53 persons admitted to treatment in Washington County during FY 1999, 38%
entered treatment because of a DUI mandate.19

Sources
                                                          
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
2 Montpelier City Council Web site: http://www.montpelier-vt.org/council/index.cfm
3 Montpelier City Manager Web site: http://www.montpelier-vt.org/manager/index.cfm
4 Montpelier City Council Web site: http://www.montpelier-vt.org/council/index.cfm
5 Montpelier Police Department Web site: http://www.montpelier-vt.org/police/index.cfm
6 USACOPS Web site, Washington County Sheriff’s Office: http://www.usacops.com/vt/s05601/
7 Drug-Free Communities Support Program Web site, Vermont section:
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/states/vt.html
8 Executive Office for Weed and Seed Data Center Web site, Vermont:
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/map.aspx?state=VT

http://www.census.gov
http://www.montpelier-vt.org/council/index.cfm
http://www.montpelier-vt.org/manager/index.cfm
http://www.montpelier-vt.org/council/index.cfm
http://www.montpelier-vt.org/police/index.cfm
http://www.usacops.com/vt/s05601/
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/states/vt.html
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/map.aspx?state=VT
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9 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, FY 2002 Discretionary Funds, Vermont:
http://www.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states/State_files/sheet047.htm
10 U.S. Housing and Urban Development, Federally Assisted Low-Income Housing Drug Elimination
Grants: Detailed Congressional Report, FY 2001:
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
11 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, COPS Methamphetamine Grant Announcement,
November 14, 2002: http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/GrantAnnounce/meth_grantees.pdf
12 Bureau of Justice Assistance Web site, FY 2002 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grants:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/DrugCourts/02DCgrants.htm
13 Montpelier Police Department Web site: http://www.montpelier-vt.org/police/index.cfm
14 Ibid.
15 National Drug Intelligence Center, Vermont Drug Threat Assessment, January 2002:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs07/722/index.htm
16 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2001, October 2002:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
17 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of
Drug Court Activity by State and County, September 15, 2003:
http://www.american.edu/academic.depts/spa/justice/publications/drgchart2k.pdf
18 Vermont Department of Health, The 1999 Treatment Admissions Data Report,
 http://www.state.vt.us/adap/SATIS%20Report%2099Web.pdf
19 Ibid.

http://www.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states/State_files/sheet047.htm
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/GrantAnnounce/meth_grantees.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/DrugCourts/02DCgrants.htm
http://www.montpelier-vt.org/police/index.cfm
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs07/722/index.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
http://www.american.edu/academic.depts/spa/justice/publications/drgchart2k.pdf
http://www.state.vt.us/adap/SATIS%20Report%2099Web.pdf


This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse.
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000

Rockville, MD 20849-6000
1-800-666-3332

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
ondcp@ncjrs.org
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