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sCresn o6Gior,
ke made the follie=in public statesunts

In april 1837 it was reporied that rrod flmn, the
nad mace a Syip to Velsncls, cpaln, st whigh 112

»he sieslon wrich rings We 1o Swaln lg dxpesed
upon va By ear eoncition 0f fres met, For alz mentihs
s grout unssiness bhes bean felt Ln Hollywood for Lils

Rermslicsa Opalnm s sordicly thrsatened. e brin:
£1,570,000 wiel we have coilectod emdag variocus
ariista (Frederis Maye:, Jazer Cagnay, Donuld %08Lls,
mysolf, eACs) end the WOrkiil sayscancl of the varlo 2
pstucies,” ,
In July 1737 Cagney wia oue of the pponsera for Lhe ihriias
Lincola Battallon and thu Qeorge lastington pagLelion ©f the Frien's

ol tha sbrahss Linodln Brigads,

dccording Lo sn itza sprearing in the Pedarutad Fress
for Saptenber 30, 1937, Jemes Cagney, together wilth oiner leadin
movie attors snd astresdss, eoctriouted to tvc asdulencsd for woyelizt

Zpaing
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In Septesber 1977 At was confidentially disclosed thed
Jezma Cagowy raxss dorations dirsstly to the headquarters of the
Comsnnlst Papty in Hew York Clty, It was at that tize alzo peported
eorsidentially thatl Cegney was ene of the principsl ecnirivutors to
» flnancial caspalgn being concucted by the Xestern torker, a daily
Bowspaper, the effielal organ of the Corsmnist Party for tho Weat

1z Ostober 1937 Cognsy was reported to be one of Lhe
sponeors for the Friends of the ibraham Linecoln Brigzede,
P
Ivan Preneis Co., fors=er Sac Franclsco Secretiry-
Trossurer of ths Interaational Longel:orement s issscistlon, ina
doxare mctlion agsinat the Coccmniat Party of the Listriet of
Californis and maoercud other defendants, naned Prederic arch as:

ua Yexdar ia an casarted Cossunist plot to
damtnats the wostern United States, Pescting iste
the California schools, governuert offices and
the motion pleture industisy.®

In tris aww astion Jox sharped Harch with beilng &
= Coreardat and assonlsted with Ma in the Conzunlst wovesent
. allesedly are: -

dams Cagney

Frunchot Ton2

Lionel Stender
W Bilral: TleVeris
: Xary askay

Jaen Ludy

In Jagust 1933 it wes eonfidentislly roported that Jise:
T Cagney, togsther with maerous otinr mowvie luminarios, was making
1iberal ecntritutions to Leysllst Zpals,

In Sapte=ber 1937 1t was eonfliantislly reportsd that
Cagrey Was peylng 100 & porih for dues 1o Lhe Communist Party with
an tageszmeat of ZAQO svery four zomths,
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Film_Eront —

g Cagney Bows to
& House Un-American:

} By David Platt

*  Some additional information has come to light on the
movie of Saroyan’s The Time Of Your Life which James
Cagney and his brother are producing in' Hollywood. The:
whole story pieced together
from letters that we have
received from the coast is
as follows:

) '
At the recent’\/I{QA\

‘thought-control’ conferene
in Los Angeles, Paggpf/;_/ ,
per, the dancer, ¢harged

that the Cagneys had wil-
fully distorted the meaning
of one line in the play and
had .deleted another line
“because of the Thomas-
ankin Committee investi-
tion.” : :
Draper, who has a part

in the picture, said he was

i

ordered to substitute " the
)gt name Stalin for Hitler in a
o line reading “who is Hitler ™. e
:3'_-3‘ —he can’t push me around.” .~ aames $AGNEY
‘f When the dancer objected, it was suggéstefl as a
o Ei compromise, that Molotov’s name be substituted. .
- E * . »

_~ Several days later, however, Draper ran into Sidney .

_: *Bernstein, the British film executive associated with J.

i Arthur Rank’s enterprises. Bernstein informed him that ;

his organization would refuse to handle a film which had -
a line in it offensive to the Soviet Union. He said further
that if TheTime_Of Your Life was released with either
the name of Stalin or Molotov in it, it would do practically

no business anywhere in Europe.

Draper reported the conversation to the Cagneys, A
second compromise was the result. The line was ordered

. changed to read: “Who is Kilroy—he can’t push me
 around.” This was a retreat into pure and simple non-
" sense. “A proper substitute,” my informant writes,
" “would have been a contemporary reactionary or fascist

" rent issue ¢
tending to defend, actually subvert our democratic way."”

- the industry.”

@t There’s more to the story. The Cagneys are tough—

tough in the wrong sense of the word—and don’t give

up easily. They made the Kilroy version but they made {
the Molotov version too: Kilroy for Europe and England
—Molotov—if they can get away with it—for America.
On top of that they deleted the line “I haven't the
heart to be a heel so I'm a worker” which appears in the
Saroyan play. When Draper asked the producers about
this, he was assured that the House Un-Americans would
regard with suspicion any Hollywood film in which the

word ‘worker’ appears.

*

* »

This is the road back—the road to disaster. At the
screen art-controlled, as

end of it is-a rigidly controlle
.Adﬁafrﬁﬁx;%;pmducer of#€Fossfire, observes in the cur-

creen Writer, by “committees which in pre-

The alternative which Scott recommends to his fellow
producers is to give the American people what they have
always wanted and today more than ever want. And that
is, “pictures which touch their Jives, illuminate them, bring
understanding.” o

Scott warns the picture-makers: “If we retreat now,
because of our own doubts, not only do we do a great dis-
service to the American audience, but we do a most pro-
found disservice to ourselves. For this Fear we've be-
come accustomed to—this adjustment we have made to
taboos —are the allies of the Thomas Committee, the
Tenney Committee, and their stooges within and withou

He adds: “While this marriage of reaction is goinz}%,
on, we’ve got to speak now—or we'll be forced to forever'

old our peace.”
BEGQBsﬂ
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as was intended in the original Saroyan version Wwritten
when Hitler was still in power.” )
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Letter to Director

’ NY /‘9’ |
Attached is a blind memorardum dicteted bgrq %{\C}
and containing all the pertinent inteormation concerring the cubject vhic:

could ypresently reccllect. ’

has made any neceszary

simnd orisinal of ssch
file of
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DACTAROUID AND MAIN FILE SUMIARY

WE

dccording to #ho's iWho, James Cagney |I$La1
was born in Jew IZork. City, on July 17, 1904, (He LES, eD
tectified hearing in California that-BR@
Ee began his stage career in 1924,
and has worked in notion pictures Since 1931. KHe has
starred in nunerous motion pictures since that time.

4 review of Bureau references reflect the
following information concerning Cagney:

He was President of the Screen Actors Guild
in 1942 ond 1943.

Allengations have been macde that Cagney was
associated with the following organizations:

Communist Party (‘‘ember and contributor)
Friends of the Abraham Lincoln 3rigade (3ponsor
and Contributor)
Jational Conmmittee for Dejense of Politicecl
Prisoners (lember and contributor)
4dnerican Peace Mobilization (ifenber)
Contemporary Theatre, Inc. (Sponsor)
American Students Union (Contributor)
itedical Bureau *to Aid Spanish Democracy
(Sponsor and contridutor)
Hollywood Anti=Tazi League (Contributor)
"Zoviet Fus:ia Today" (Contributor) _
American Youth for Democracy (Contributor)
New Theatre League (Sponsorj
Independent Citizens Committee of the 4rts,
Sciences and Projfessions (Sponsor)
Hollywood yriters Yobilization (Sponsor)

Cagney's main file contains

0 testimony given by

aing
, Californig Grand Jury.

Lo; Angeles

Accordin

100-2279
1 $1 100-119-14X1

— Je0-22M93

.llllll.lllll'éyh:/
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On two occasions in 1946, Cagney was described
as a victin in receipt of extortion letters. DBureau
investigation revealed that the senders of the letters
were nentally unbalanced indivicduals ard no prosecutions
were authorized. '

. 9-11282; 9-14593




R

Volume 26 of "Who's Who in America', 1950-1951
contzined the following information concerning Cagney:

"James Cagney, actor; born New York City July 17,
19043 education grammer schoolj; left high school to go to
work; married Frances Vernon, 1922. Eegan in vaudeville,
152%; worked in motion pictures since 1931; has appeared 1In
meny pictures among which were 'Public Enemy', 'Ceiling Zero',
'Greay Guy', 'Something to Sing About,' 'Boy Meets Girl',
'Angels with Dirty Faces,' 'Each Dawn I Die,' 'Rozring
Twenties', 'The Fighting 69th,' 'The Strawberry Blonde,'’
'The Zride Comes C.0.D.,' 'Captains of the Clcuds,' 'Yankee
Dcodle Dandee.' Received 'best male actor of 1942' award
from .pitic's circle for his acting in 'Yankee Doodle Dandee'.
. Vice-President Cagney Productions since 1942, TFilms they
have since released through United Artists are 'Johnny Come
Lately', '2lood on the Sun', and 'The Time of Ycur Life.'"

Source as given.
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The "New Theater of April 1934, advertised a motion
picture costume ball to be presented by the Filmr and Photo
League on April 27 (probably 1934), at Webster Hall, 119 East
11th Street, New York City. Jomes Cagney was listed as one of
the sponsors of this ball. According to the aduvertisement
tickets could be obtained at the Film and Photo League, 12 Fast
17th Street; 'New Masses", 31 East 27th Street; Workers Book
Shop, 50 East 13th Street; "New Theater,” 5 Egst 19th Street;
Gotham Book Shop, 51 West 47th Street.

Source as given,
Page 727.

A letter dated September 10, 1948, signed by Robert
Taylor, Executive Secretary, Friends of the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade, addressed to "Dear Friend", announced that an open
membership meeting of the "Friends of the Abraoham Lincoln
Brigade"would be held on September 14 in the Detroit Room of
the Detroit-Leland Hotel.

According to the letter the meeting would include the
showing of the film "America'’s Lafoyettes', containing some
excellent scenes of the Lincoln Brigade men in action. It
announced that one of the volunteers who had recently arrived

.from Spain would speak. The letterhead contained the names
of the national officers and sponsors of the Friends of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade. Included in the list of sponsors was
the name James Cagney. -

H

Original source not shown.
Page 753.

Hearings of the e i e
on Un= ARA date
n shown

Page 755.
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CAITIA
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Sub-gsections "Film and
Photo Organization as
Communist Fronts' ond
"priends of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade”.
61-7582-1298

(6)

o s1 D.-C, B, Vol. 13.p. 7728

i -

(10)
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A copy of a newspaper article dated Friday, February 23, 193L
indicated that James Cagney was to be the auctioneer at an auction being
held on February 28, 1934 at the Women's City Club of San Francisco under
the auspices of the "Naticnal Committee for the Defense of Political -
Priscners®, Iincoln Steffens was the national chairman of this Commitise,
and Ella Winter, was among those acting as patrons, hosts and hostesses
The exhibition was for the defense fund of the Scotisboro case. :

,?

Original Source nbt shomn. p«65

Highly Confidential Source p.87

Highly Confidential Source. p.l29
Albany rpt. dated April 11, 194k

EFD: jjb
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. SAC Dunn of Los Angeles advised the Bureau that on
ipril 15, 1935, the Warner Rrothers Company had wired Mr.
Keenan and other officials of the Depariment of Justice,
inviting them to preview the plcture, "G-l’en", starring Janmes
Cagney, before its release. The Collector of Customs in Los
Angeles, who was connected with the %arner Brothers Company,
said that he had received word from Warner Brothers that the
picture would not be released until Mr. Hoover saw it.

.’ Source as given.
t'emorandum from lMr. Tolson
to the Director dated 4%-16-35.
80-7-164%
(11)

o 57C
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The April 27, 1935 issue of the San Francisco

"Chronicle", carried an article written by Katherine Hill.

The article arnounced that the picture, "G-lMen", had opened

on the previous day at the varfield Theater with James Cagney
as its star. It sald that the picture was the gagster theme

in reverse, inasmuch as the heroes were the Department of
Justice men. Hill said that the picture removed all pretense
of glamour from the public-eneny, but still ranaged to create
migely effective entertainment, all on the right side of the
1aw. The article stated that the picture showed how finger-
prints are matched, and how the telltale markings on anmunition
are checked. It also reveals a part, at least, of the machinery
by means of which "cool headed, carefully trained men are able
to outguess noodlums'.

The picture gives Cagney, a former public eneny number
cne, a new role as a two-fisted Government Agent operating
against criminals. The article continues, giving a resume of
the story cdepicted in the pilcture.

San Francisco "Chronicle"
dated April 27, 1935.
80-7-181 ‘

(11)
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James Czgney, actor, a member of the imerican Peace wobili-
zatisn and a fello. traveler who followed the Commnist P.rty line, uwas
listes ss one of those in Hollywood comrected with the mc*icn picture
iroustry who was afriliatec wih or supported the activities of the
rew Tneatre League.

Source not% skevm, D. 105

James C:gney, actor and a Commur.ist Party line follower, was
1isted as a Hollywcod sgonsor of Conemporary Theatre, Inc.

Source not shon, p. 109

Los Angeles; rot . daled 2-18-43
Re: "Communist Infiltration of
the Motion Picture Industry -
Internal Security-C"
100-1238754~4

(4)
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On lay 9, 1936, James Cag

ney was one of a group

of individuals who took a 3D our through the Bureau.
The tour was conducted by of the Publicatlons
Section. :

s’

At the conclusion
that it was very surprising

of the tour Mr. Cagney stated
and that the work of this Bureau

was more thorough than he had realized. He further stated

that he thoroughly enjoyed
requested that his thanks D
the courtesy shown.

his trip through the Bureau and
e conveyed to the Director for

R. B. Joseph Memo for lr,
Tolson dated May 12, 193€.
66-1631-10-2109

(12)

SI 66-4750-77
(11)

S1 66-4760-82
(11)
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The Philadelphia files contained information to the
effect that James Cagney, prominent motion picture actor, had
rmade substantial financial contributions to the Student Union
in Los Angeles, California in 1936.

Original source not shown.

Philadelphia Feport dated

1-2)'!"‘)4'1 ’

Pe: "American Student Unicng
- P . "

I3
61-7497-35
(7
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The October 5, 1936 issue of the "Taily Worker" listed
James Cagney as one of a number of Hollywood screen stars who had
raized funds to ald the Selinas Lettuce Strikers. The article
also ctated that Cagney, Pat C'Brien, Chester ilorris, and Edward
Arnold marched with the actors' delegates in the Los Angeles

Labor Day parade.

Source as given.

Xemorandum from R, B. Hood%

SAC, Los Angeles dated 5-9-42
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Information was received from an anonymous cutside
source to the effect that Janes Cagney was one of a group of
individuals who had contributed freely to Cormunistic moverents.

Anonymcus outside scurce.
Blind Memorandum dated 5-6-37,
Re: "lovie Strike"

6-0-11

(12)
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Tn 1937 the nare of Janmes Cagney appeared on the
letterhead of the "Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade
stationery. Cagney was listed as a sponsor of this
organization.

An anonymous informant of

G"2o

San Fran. letter to the Director
dated Nov. 5, 1937.

61—7559-200h

(8)

SI 100-2-2191 encl. p. 25
(9)
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During the Spanish Civil Far James Cagney,
in conjunction with Edwaerd G. Robinson and Melvyn
Douglas, presented an ambulcnce to the Loyalists.

Original source not shown

Los Angeles report dcted 2-3-15
Re: "Edward G. Robinson”

. Internal Security (R)
100-337779-38, page 2
(3)

SI 100-337779-1, page 3
(9) .

o] 61-7561-216X59
(5)

ST 61-9218~18
(6 - 2)
(4)
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The "Federated Press" of Septemter 30, 1937,
1isted 15 leading movie actors and actresses who had signed
their names to two ambulances for Spain. It stated that
these ambulances would accompany the "Heart For Spain" in
its crosc-country tour. The name of James Cagney appeared
on the list of 15 actors and actresses.

Source as given.
%%;7559-1867
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CORRE NTIAL

A letter on the stationery of the "Friends of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade Rehabilitation Fund, Incorporated,"”
Chicago, Illinois, included a 1ist of sponsors. Included on
this 1ist was the name James Cagney.

Original source not

shown.,.

Chicago report dated
February 1, 1941, entitled,
"Veterans of Abraham '
Lincoln Brigade;

Internal Securi%y - Cn
100-7060-2k ‘

(7)

$1 D.C.R. Vol. p. 7729
¢10)




On September 20, 1937, there was made available to

the San Francisco Qffice a co of a confidential memo dum
orevared bé«’ﬁ(m rurther L/
identificatI®n). 4ihe memorandum is quoted in part as follows:
"Jimmvy Durante is a Party rmember and joined in New York and

the same ghtains for Jimmy Cagney, who makes his donations to 67
the Txecutive Committee direct in New York. i;q

an Fran. letter to the Director
dated Sept. 2%, 1937, Re:
"Subversive Activ1t1es - General.”
61-7559- 2122

(13)
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COLTRENTIAL

- The December 10, 1937 issue of the '"San Francisco
Crhronicle!" carried an article announcing that Ivan Cox,
devosed Secretary-Treasurer of the T.L.A., filed a $5,100,000
damage suit in local superior court on Decemberl 9, 1937,
agzinst a long list of defendants, charging conspiracy. With
regard to the movie industry, Cox charsed thet defendant
varch had used his film salary "by guile and perversion of
friendshin" to interest his friends in Communistic principals.
He listed as Communists among others, James Cagney, Franchot

Tone, !'ary Astor and Jean Muir.

Source as stated.
%Zé-)-7‘559-2128

o ¢




H

The case of Ivan Francis Cox vs. the Thirteenth District of the
Commmist Party was filed in Superior Court in San Francisco, California,
on December 8, 1937. The plaintiff, Cox, on page twenty of his complaint
for conspiracy informed that he believed that the defendant, Frederic March,
and a group of individuals including James Cagney, had all collected and
contributed large sums of money for the purpose of making the official
Communist Party newspaper "The Western Worker® into a daily paper as of
January 1, 1938. He further informed that the raising of these sums "is
by various devices and artifices, including the payment of sums of money
to an attorney by the name of Lawrence Beilensen with offices at 1124
Title Guaranty Building, Los Anceles, California, who in turn diverts such
sums into Comrunist Party channels for the general use of the said

Communist Party.®

Records of the Circuit Clerk's Office
' City Hall, San Francilsco
San Francisco rpt. dat
Enty

Securiti Matter—C"

SI 61-7E59-2133X14
(*czm)- Sundey Visitor®, 1/ 9/38)
8
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COTRCITIAL

The Bureau received the following letter from

dated Marcn 30, 1938 at Hollywood,
alifornia: "Dear ir. Hoover: While a great deal of—
outbresk is bunk, nevertheless the Red charge 1s serlous.
Cagney has been charged with contributing to Cormmunistic

causes twice and March once. Nelther has sublically denied

these accusations.™ -

el

i ) Source 2s iiven.

It should be ncted tha -3 declzred thet

he was communicating with the Director to demand an
jinvestigation of "Reds cnd Communists” among the screen’s

readliners.

—— B T IR e it A S
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The name of James Cagney appeared on a list of
actors contributing to Loyalist Spain. The list was dated

August 3, 1938.

Source unknown.

61-7561-227
(8)
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Edward F. Sullivan, Special Investigator for the Dies Congressional

Committes, advised about August 18, 1938, that James Cagney and other film

stars had comtributed to the North American Conmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy
during a drive by the Spanish Goverment to raise money for medical facilities.

New York Journal American, 8/18/38
61~7582~9X3
(4)
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The Algust 23, 1%s8, issue of tne “iasiington Herald" car-
ried an article steling taszt six of the brightest stars in Hollywocd
sere namec on ine previosus day beiore the hous: Coimittee investiiat~
irg Un-Americin activities as tr.e unwitting cu.es of Comrunists spread-
ing subversive ;ro:caganda lor tie overtnrow of aemocracy.

Tie «ix, nsped by Doctor do. :a B. wattiens, rorm=r Jommnist
nfellow trev.ler® were: .Clirk Gsble, Robert Teylor, Jai.es Cagney,
viriam Hozkins, Bebte Lavis and Shirley Twnple.

Accoraing e tne articie, sattrhews gaid "No one I nove, is
going to clain tnst anyone of t-ese versons in jarticulzr is a Com~
~unist. The uniforturate ract, rcwever, rorains that rooet of them un-
wittingly serve, «lbsit in edlight vay, the cursoses of tre Communist
Perty. Tneir rnesaues ndve derinite ;roiaganca value wnich tae Party
1s Juick to ux;loit."

The $ixX .ovie stars wers nac:a by Fuiiauws 1o substantiate
is contention taat tne Comrunist FaoTy veliec reavily upon the cere-
susness or indifference of tacusands of prorinent ciiizens in lend-

ing treir names Ior proLa;snca surgosss.

Sourcé as given.
61-758<~11%<
(4)

e
BEST COPY AGILABLE

B T T R SL L T L B R © e g me meme oo o= o e e e e e e




4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) . : : .

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

with no segregable

J Deleted under exemption(s)
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[0 Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that

agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

_L Page(s) withheld for the following reas n(s):
- \d ma——

] For your information:

E/The followima‘ngber is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

1 6.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0,¢
§ DELETED PAGE(S)

{ NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥
X  FOR THIS PAGE

XXXX))EXX 10.0.0:6:0:0.0:00:0:0:0:00.0.0.0.¢
XXXXXX

FB81/00J

B C et e g p g e T aeve e = s o




S T

Tn Santenm ber, 1932, the San Francisco 0ffic
rec2ived information 0 the a;fect that James Cagney had
baen naying $1CO a “Vnt for dues (Communist Party) with
=n assessnent of ZLCO every fOﬁr months., It was statad
Tiat the "nbr;ﬂt on was made irn sueh a way that oy the
time a check or the money reacred the Party, it would be
difficult to loczte the orizin.

EER—c*

an rran. letter to the

Director fated S2pt. 10, 1938,
t"5ubversive Acktivitiss,
1werel,.”
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The December 31, 1933 issue of upegople's World" carried pictures of
Robert Momtgomery, Virgiria Bruce, Yelvyn Douglas, Miriam Hopkins, James Cagrey,
nale Sowdergaard, Lulise Rairer, Fddie Carntor, Gloria Stuart, and Sylvia Sydrey.
The article veneath these pictures is ;uoved as follows: npictured above are
tan of the score or more of KHollywood highlights who greatly aidad the cause of
srogress durin; the last year, thus proving that they have brains as well as
veauty, social consciousness along with sex appeal, llost oubstanding was lelvyn
Douglas who associated nimself with every campaign %o aid democracy ard fight
Tascisme These stars recogrized that urionization is the greatest protecuion
vorkers can have, even such high salary workers as they are. Consequently,
mapy of therm have worked tirelessly in strengtleding the powerful Screen Actors
¢uild. They have also shown their sympathy oublicly and often for Loyalist
Spain and have gernerously contributed money and talent for her aid. They have
worked to impose the boycott on Japanese ;oods, ard have been pronirent in
anti-Yazi activities. lMamwy of tnen belong to the lotion Picture Democratic
cammibitee which played an imporsant part in the victorious ele:tion which quashed
1lons antrenched reaction in California. On the day before Christmas these stars
and others cave a widely publicized party for the mi:rant agriculbural workers
a% Shafter-—publicized not to enchance thelr own glamer, »ub to draw the attention
of the nation to this poriion of the j11-housed, ill=~clothed, and ill-fed.

nIn 1938 the film industry reached a new low in the production of
inept, dull and worthless pictures but the honor of Hollywood was creatly advanced
by the work of these screen personalities who had the courage to join in the
fight against all that big money and monopolistic interests stand for®e.

Source as given:
61-7561=-254%20
(5)
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In ! histar 2, of the 2ook, "The Red Jecade", the author, iugene
Lyons, stated thlu Ysroert 3ibsraan wis crelitzd with bthe lead role in the
»eibion of 3 new Declariation of Indenendence in 1938. The autnor describes
this declaration zs follows: “The Declaration ";lled for nothing lsss thun
the imneziite braich of 2ll sconomic rslanions = ith Gemainy. Nearly all

Yollywood clamored for the nonor of signinz, for tha nost pirt neither «nswing
qor cirinz tpat it w:s 1% boitom anoths Jomaanist fuad raising ani propasania
stunt., "fniuckiiv oaiy 5o hid sign:t bh orizinal document in 1776, wherefors
™
.Ll

AD ..0.2 CcO'lii endorss thse ndw ona.”

nersons siyning tne Jecl.r.tion. Inclu
Janzs Jaingy.

r
2
e iut-or than listed th2 niiss ol e
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source 1s given
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The nurpose of this com

A1kt

o

to.

ez was to sznd to
resicdent Roosevelt and Congress a petition sienesd by 2,000,000 american
itizens sz2:king 3 severince of economic relitions with Xazi Geruarg.
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“he 5th Congress for Peace and Democracy was held
from Januery 5 to January 2, 1939, at Washington, D.C. 4
representative of the "Holly'ood Conm ttee of r~'6” deserihed
ts the Congrass how 56 f£il: stars, actors and nroducers ned
drawm uo this patition, addressed to ihe Tresident of the
Tnited Stetes, calling uson him to placs an embargd on all
Jerman nade zoods until such time as Hitler would ceass Ris :
s372s n a2zzinst smaller nztions znd zgeinct the sezce of :

TrCWuded szmong the signers ol this setition was
cangs Cagnelr
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On June 17, 194C,
Santa honica, California, subnitted to the Los ingeles
Office a list of 14 ner:ong r°Dorted to have nade un-
Anericen statementz. The name of James Cagney a»vearad
on this list.

Zource as given.

Los An¢=les letter to iT. =ill
dated culy 18, 19k0, a cory

of which was qun~s;ed to the
Tureau.

51-7759-9921

(%)

The file cdozs not furnish any further infornztion
w1tn regard to the un-imerican statements allegedly ncde
by the 1t individuals. The Los ingeles letier mercly
aclnowledges receipt of the letter of June 17, 1940.
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The Auzust 22, 1940, iscue of the "Washington
Times FHerzlda" carried the colunn entitled "Little 0O1d Ilew
Yerk" by Ed Sulliven. In his column Sulliwvan vrinted an
intervwiew -sith James Cacgney concerning the charze that
Cacney was a Cowwunist. In the interview Cagney told
Sullivan that he had never teen a Cormunist, a Ilazi sym=-
nathizer or a Fascist sympathizer. e described hinself
2s a liberal Demccrat and said that he was planning on
votin~ for President Roosevelt. Concerning the charges
rmade acainst hin, Cazgney szid that they resulted fron
a donaticn that he made to 2id the wives and children of
the nen +ho were on strike in the San Joaquin Valley.
Ye said that it was char-ed that he gave the rioney because
he was a Corsunist., The interview tocl nlace in :leww Zork

City =nd Corney stated that he was Ilring to San Trancisce
to sce Chairman Dies.

Source as Iiven.
1CC-119-a
(11)
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Suron Fitts, District .ttorney of Los .Angsles
tro st 2 former Communist orzanizer before iine
alse County Zrocd Jurnz ouog tackilind LRTO T

c

(Dates of the above occurrsnces
< forth).

ware not
Originsg’
100119~

AL

B RIS




g1

J

whose reliability was unknown,
fcrvarced a2 letier to the Bureau datec September 16, 1940, wherecin
he comrented that he had at a vrevious time commerted on Renresen-~
ative Lies! charges against James Cagney. He stateé he was think-
mg of a few years grevicus when in 163 was workiny as
in Cslifornia and w«r. Cagney gave a few Collars to
nelp unfortunate people like himsei .  He pointed -ut that C.gney
gz . result of this monetary conbribution had been lahelec a 2ec.
also i‘or"ar~g“=d a letter %o the Bureau c:.ted !eptomber
14, 1949, which va. of = lefter he had sent to Honorable
zohert La*«‘o*lett, Unlbwo Slates tenave, herein he pointed cut
substentially the =zume as fi:nticned above. o

=r rren SENEG
e

~irector dated 9-16-~40
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Tn August of 1942,
Vors City, advised that ske vat & ¥
Oﬂctura rade Du»vd on t"e activitiass of th

~rocseds from to

-icture and take t

.

an Agent in
to heve a

cen

o
2 F5I. ©She seid
is picture would gzo to Army and
trat har czent on the Vest
“*nted James Cagney to play the lezding
the nart of ir. Zoover.

r ] a

conductsd by Len. ~ork agents

on August 9, 1942

Yew Y-ork latter to the Dirsctor
deted August 7 1842, Re:
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EMTIAL

The September 29, 1942 issue of the "¥ashington Times Herald®
anncmced that on September 28, 1942 James Cagney took office as President
of the "Screen Actors (uild", succeeding Edward Arnold.

Source as given,
100-157201-1
(1)
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On Vovember 16, 1942, the Los ang clas Office aivised that Kennzath
Thorpson, former cyacuuivc secratary of the 3crsen aClors Guild 1n Holl:~wocd,
nad recently gone from los inceles, Californis to ashinston, D, £, with
James Cigney. apparently the trins wis to confer with officiils of the ..r

>

[

activitias Sourd ralative to furn15u1n~ enzrtiin-ent to the amay.

5insl source nob shown
les leittar to ths Diresctor

d=tention®
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The December 1542, issue of “Current Biography"
information concerning James Cazney:

furnished the following

HZe was born in ilew York City on July 17, 1904,
the cson of James Cegney end C:rolyn liclson Cagney. His fﬂtner
cvnzd a sal 2%n Sireet and Lvenue D, a neighborhood

ownsd & salocn at <t

.l.
‘...ab C
that wes known to policereﬂ 2s the :orllla jungle.

g SN AR B e 0 3 Y

Te went to zrammer school cnd zfter being grzduated
"btvred stuyvesant ulgn Schoecl, Turing the next four years
e had the following jovs: Cffice boy for tie "lew Yerli Sua!,
ﬂundlc wrarner at Uanauuders, rage boy at tike "Friars" in
ew York ulty and custcdian of the Webster Branch of the lew

hid "’ Tyt 2
10TL ruciic ary

Libr

I ste geenmin tsred Columtia
Tnliversity. n fa TeTars C sve o leoolnd
rovnd for s to malie money s . e tecare
& chervs toy ne musiczl comedy i . IHe
continued as a c“orus toy for 32 weeks. show closed
he went into a vaudeville sliztch p aying a nart in Jewish
dizlect. u’Plua the next scven years he toured &1l of tue
tark towns in trhe Zast. He returned to the legitimate stzge
in 1925, but a short time later went back to vaudeville., In
1229 he and Joan Zlondell went with Warner Brothers.

Cccasionzlly esccused cof Communist activities because
of a tendsncy to help tiose more unfortunate than hlﬂeelf,
Jinny cquclclﬂed these rumors thoroug hly and officially wh
ke appreared before the Dles Comr ittee in 19%0. 1our1nc 1n
Mgssachusetts when the cherges cf subversive activity came up
Jirmmy when to Washington to defend himself. The charges
seemed to be rrimarily the result of his having dcneted an
smbulance to the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, fighting for the
Loyalists in the Spanish Civil War, ard his frequent
contributions to the relief of starving cotton pickers when
they werestriking. ie eﬁflalued it all by his impulsiveness
in responding to reauests for aid, Dies cleared him with the
arnouncencent that in his criaion Hr. Cagney was not and never

d reen sympatihetic with the Comrunist movement but had let
s remz be used by Communist front organizations.
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Cezney wzs deseribed as being 5 fecet 9 inches tall,
weigning 155 po unu“. He was married to Frznces Vernon, a
former professional actress who gave up acting after her
merrizge. s sister Jean is a starlet with Paramount Pictures;
tw7o of his brotuners are rhysicie ns; and Williem, his brother is
Freosident of Cagney Productlon

Sou
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Jimes Cagney was elected prssident of the "Screen actors Gaild®

for 1544, He was also president of this org:niz:tion in 1943,

R Confidential Inforaant

: 1os inzeles rpt. dited reb. 12, 1944,
2:: #Communist Infiltrition of the
i'otion Picture Industry; Internal
3ecurity-C"
100-138754-24
(3
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CON

L A Wiriters Congress" was held from Vctoher L to Cctoter 3, 1943
* on the campus of the Un'v:rsitv of Californii, .Los angeles under ths Joint
~auspices of the Hollywood liriters 1:obilization and UCuwa. The opening session
was held on October 1, 1243 at Rorce Hall, University of Ciliforaii. Orsetings
were received from Q%}cs Cagney, rresi ent of the Screzn actors 3uild, who
wis on the stize., TAe Uonzress drew ch:rgss. fron Cilifornia Lagislative

Pact Finding uo“hittee of ,oug‘nlqt instigation ind control.

Criginil source not sho:

Los angzles rpt. d.uc% O,J. 25, 1543,
Res "Laigue of american liriters;

_ . . Internil Security-C®

) - 100-7322-57

(3)
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