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   “God Bless America” 

Irving Berlin, 1918, revised 1938 

 
God Bless America, land that I Love 

 
Stand beside her and guide her 

 
Through the night with the light from above 

 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 

 
To the ocean white with foam 

 
God Bless America, my home sweet home! 

 
God Bless America, my home sweet home! 

 
 
 
 

In respect to the American Flag, please take the small flags handed 
out before the ceremony with you or place them in containers on 
your way out of the Arlington National Cemetery Amphitheater. 

 



As Chairman of the Veterans Day National Committee, and on behalf of Army and
Navy Union, USA, this year’s host organization, I welcome you to the 50th annual
Veterans Day National Ceremony.

Among the great days of national remembrance, Veterans Day is held in the
highest esteem.  On this special occasion, our Nation joins together to salute those valiant
individuals, both past and present, who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.

Our hearts are full of gratitude as we remember the millions of patriotic men and
women who answered the call to duty.  Today’s service members honor the legacy and
memory of those who previously served by continuing the protection and preservation of
our freedom, and the freedom of future generations to come.  America will always owe a
great debt of gratitude to our veterans, who sacrificed youth and life, so that liberty may
forever reign.

Our veterans have not sought personal glory.  They sought peace and freedom.
Each veteran represents the spirit that has preserved our great land.  They deserve our
recognition throughout the year and a special tribute for a job well done on this, the 50th
anniversary of our national Veterans Day holiday.

Today, I join with you, in honoring all veterans.  Thank you for remembering and
honoring those veterans who fought for the liberties of this great Nation -- keeping it
united, strong, and free.

Anthony J. Principi

Veterans Day 2003



Support military personnel provided by the Military District of Washington.

Arlington National Cemetery.....................................................................Army and Navy Union, USA

Mr. Ronald L. Taylor
Missouri

Mr. Joe Foster
Montana

Mr. John Hilgert
Nebraska

Mr. Charles W. Fulkerson
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Mr. Dennis J. Viola
New Hampshire
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North Carolina
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North Dakota
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Rhode Island
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Hawaii
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Idaho
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Illinois

Mr. William D. Jackson
Indiana

Mr. Patrick Palmersheim
Iowa

Mr. William Feleciano
Kansas

Mr. Leslie E. Beavers
Kentucky
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Louisiana
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Maine
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Maryland

Mr. Thomas G. Kelley
Massachusetts
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Minnesota

Mr. Charles Burnham
Mississippi

Mr. Frank D. Wilkes
Alabama

Mr. Charlie Huggins
Alaska

Mr. Paogofie Fiaigoa
American Samoa

Mr. Patrick Chorpenning
Arizona

Mr. Nick D. Bacon
Arkansas

Mr. Maurice Johannessen
California

Mr. E. William Belz
Colorado

Mr. Frank G. Cepeda
Commonwealth of the N. Mariana Is.

Dr. Linda Spoonster Schwartz
Connecticut

Mr. Antonio Davila
Delaware

Mr. Kerwin E. Miller
District of Columbia

Mr. Rocky McPherson
Florida

Mr. Pete Wheeler
Georgia

Mr. Benjamin Guerrero
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State Directors of Veterans Affairs

Alameda County, California .............................................. Alameda County Veterans Affairs Commission
Albany, Oregon ................................................................................ Veterans Commemoration Association
Atlanta, Georgia ................................................. Georgia Veterans Day Parade Association of Atlanta, Inc.
Auburn, Washington ............................................................................................................ City of Auburn
Birmingham, Alabama ..................................................................... National Veterans Day in Birmingham
Bonham, Texas ................................................................................... VA North Texas Health Care System
Brevard County, Florida .................................................................... Brevard Community College/MOWW
Brunswick, Maryland ...................................................................................................... City of Brunswick
Columbus, Ohio ........................................................................................................................... MILVETS
Douglas County, Oregon ................................................................................... VFW/Marine Corps League
Emporia, Kansas ................................................. Chamber of Commerce/Convention and Visitors Bureau
Houston, Texas ................................................................................................................... City of Houston
Mobile, Alabama .................................................................................. Veterans Day Planning Commission
Milwaukee, Wisconsin ....................................................... Veterans Day Parade of MilwaukeeCommittee
Nashville, Tennessee ....................................................... Davidson County Veterans Coordinating Council
New Castle, Delaware ................................................................ Delaware Commission of Veterans Affairs
New Orleans, Louisiana .................................................................. Greater New Orleans Veterans Council
Ponca City, Oklahoma ............................................................. Ponca City Veterans Day Parade Committee
Port Angeles, Washington ............................................................................................ City of Port Angeles
St. Louis, Missouri ................................................................. St. Louis Regional Veterans Day Observance
Vancouver, Washington .......................................................... Vancouver Veterans Day Parade Committee

Regional Ceremonial Sites and Hosts

Veterans Day Ceremonies
National Ceremony



Veterans Day Program

MUSICAL PRELUDE...............................................................

PRESIDENTIAL WREATH CEREMONY..............................

MUSICAL SELECTION...........................................................

PROCESSION OF COLORS.....................................................

PRAYER FOR VETERANS.....................................................

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE............................................

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS...............................................

WELCOMING REMARKS.....................................................

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER..............................

ADDRESS.....................................................................................

RETIRING THE COLORS.......................................................

Tribute to Veterans
The United States Army Band

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States

The United States Army Band

National Emblem March

Chaplain Hugh A. Maddry
Acting Director, VA Chaplain Service

Mr. David Berger
National Commander, Army and Navy Union,
USA

Ms. Lee Thornton, Ph.D., Master of Ceremonies
Eaton Professor of Journalism,
University of Maryland, College Park

Mr. David Berger, Army and Navy Union, USA

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
Secretary of Veterans Affairs

The Honorable George W. Bush

The United States Army Band

November 11, 2003

Army and Navy Union, USA, Host Organization
Ms. Lee Thornton, Master of Ceremonies

Colonel Gary Lamb, The United States Army Band Conductor

Courtesy transportation by Tourmobile, Disabled American Veterans, and Paralyzed Veterans of America.

In respect to the American Flag, please take the small flags handed out before the ceremony with you or
place them in containers on your way out of the Arlington National Cemetery Amphitheater.



THE HONORABLE ANTHONY J. PRINCIPI
Secretary of Veterans Affairs

THE HONORABLE DONALD H. RUMSFELD
Secretary of Defense

THE HONORABLE NORMAN Y. MINETA
Secretary of Transportation

THE HONORABLE RODERICK R. PAIGE
Secretary of Education

THE HONORABLE TOM RIDGE
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security

THE HONORABLE ROBERT H. ROSWELL
The Under Secretary for Health

ADMIRAL VERNON CLARK
Chief of Naval Operations

GENERAL PETER J. SCHOOMAKER
Chief of Staff of the Army

ADMIRAL VERNON CLARK
Commandant of the Coast Guard

DAVID BERGER
National Commander
Army and Navy Union, USA

H. GENE OVERSTREET
National President
Non Commissioned Officers Association of the USA

JOHN A. BRIEDEN, III
National Commander
The American Legion

AL SILVANO
National Commander
 Military Order of the Purple Heart

O.W. BILL FOSTER
 National President
 Pearl Harbor Survivors Association

HELEN F. HICKS
National Commandant
Marine Corps League

EDWARD J. KELLEY
National President
Military Chaplains Association

LIZETTE RHONE
National President
Women's Army Corps Veterans Association

JOSEPH L. FOX, SR.
National President
Paralyzed Veterans of America

TOMB OF THE UNKNOWNS.............................................................................................................................11:00 A.M.

Placing of the Presidential Wreath

THE HONORABLE GEORGE W. BUSH
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

DEAN E. DeTar
National Commander
Legion of Valor of the USA

BRION V. CHABOT
Commander-in-Chief
Military Order of the World Wars

DAVID L. WASHINGTON
National President
The Retired Enlisted Association

GARY L. LITTREL
President
Congressional Medal of Honor Society
of the USA

ALAN W. BOWERS
National Commander
Disabled American Veterans

NORBERT R. RYAN, JR.
President
The Military Officers Association
of America

WALTER A. KRAMARZ
National Commander
Polish Legion of American Veterans, USA

HARLEY J. COON
National President
Korean War Veterans Association

DAVID RODRIGUEZ
National Commander
American G.I. Forum

PAUL BERNSTEIN
National Commander
Jewish War Veterans of the USA

F. PAUL DALLAS
National Commander
American Ex-Prisoners of War

JOSEPH SATRIANO
National Commander
Catholic War Veterans of the USA

THOMAS H. COREY
 National President
Vietnam Veterans of America

JIM MUELLER
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief,

  Veterans of Foreign Wars

S. JOHN SISLER
National Commander
AMVETS

CORNELIUS “NIEL” J. APPLEBY
National President
Blinded Veterans Association

ANN Y. SHERMAN WOLCOTT
 National President
American Gold Star Mothers

JOSEPH L. MAEZ
National President
Fleet Reserve Association

MARTHA M. DIDAMO
National President
Gold Star Wives of America

FRANK W. BUCKLES
 National Commander
Veterans of World War I

MICHAEL MILNE
National Commander
Veterans of the Vietnam War

SUSAN NAILL
National President
Blue Star Mothers of America

JOHN J. POLITI
National President
Air Force Association

RICHARD D. PARKER
National Commander
Navy Seabee Veterans of America

JAMES STATON
Executive Director
Air Force Sergeants Association

JOEY STRICKLAND
President
National Association of State Directors
of Veterans Affairs

ARMOND MASCELLI
Vice President
Response of the American Red Cross

ROGER CHAPIN
President
Help Hospitalized Veterans

JOHN OLIVER
Commander
American Defenders of Bataan
and Corregidor



Veterans Day National Committee 2003

Mr. Joseph L. Maez
National President
Fleet Reserve Association

Mrs. Susan Naill
National President
Blue Star Mothers of America

Mr. Roger Chapin
President
Help Hospitalized Veterans

Ms. Martha M. Didamo
National President
Gold Star Wives of America

Mr. John J. Politi
National Chairman of the Board
Air Force Association

Mr. Joseph Kuchera
International President
Air Force Sergeants Association

Mr. Frank Woodruff Buckles
National Commander
Veterans of WWI of the USA

Mr. Joey Strickland
President
Nat Assoc of State Dir of Vet Affrs

Mr. David T. McLaughlin
Chairman, Board of Governors
American Red Cross

Ms. Ann Y. Sherman Wolcott
National President
American Gold Star Mothers

Mr. Michael Milne
National Commander
Veterans of the Vietnam War

Mr. Richard D. Parker
National Commander
Navy Seabee Veterans of America

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
Chairman

House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

The Honorable Bob Graham
Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

The Honorable Lane Evans
Ranking Democratic Member

House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

Members
Mr. David Berger
National Commander
Army and Navy Union, USA

Mr. E. Gene Overstreet
National President
Non Commissioned Officers
Association of the USA (NCOA)

Mr. John A. Brieden, III
National Commander
The American Legion

Mr. Al Silvano
National Commander
Military Order of the Purple Heart
of the USA

Mr. O.W. Bill Foster
National President
Pearl Harbor Survivors
Association

Ms. Helen F. Hicks
National Commandant
Marine Corps League

Chaplain Edward J. Kelley
National President
Military Chaplains Association
of the USA

Ms. Lizette Rhone
National President
Women's Army Corps Veterans
Association

Mr. Joseph L. Fox, Sr.
National President
Paralyzed Veterans of America

Mr. Dean E. DeTar
National Commander
Legion of Valor of the USA

Col Brian V. Chabot
Commander-in-Chief
Military Order of the World Wars

Mr. David L. Washington
National President
The Retired Enlisted Association

Mr. Gary L. Littrel
President
Congressional Medal of Honor
Society of the USA

Mr. Alan W. Bowers
National Commander
Disabled American Veterans

Vice Admiral Norbert R. Ryan, Jr. (Ret.)
National President
Military Officers Association
of America

Mr. Walter A. Kramarz
National Commander
Polish Legion of American
Veterans, USA

Mr. Harley J. Coon
National President
Korean War Veterans Association

Mr. David Rodriguez
National Commander
American G.I. Forum

Mr. Paul Bernstein
National Commander
Jewish War Veterans of the USA

Mr. F. Paul Dallas
National Commander
American Ex-Prisoners of War

Mr. John Oliver
Commander
American Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor

Committee Members

Mr. Joseph Satriano
National Commander
Catholic War Veterans, USA

Mr. Thomas H. Corey
National President
Vietnam Veterans of America

Mr. Edward Banas, Sr.
Commander-in-Chief
Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States

Mr. S. John Sisler
National Commander
AMVETS

Mr. Cornelius “Niel” J. Appleby
National President
Blinded Veterans Association

Honorary Chairman
The Honorable George W. Bush

President of the United States

Chairman

Honorary Members
The Honorable Arlen Specter

Chairman
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
Secretary of Veterans Affairs



The Army & Navy Union of the United States of America, Inc. is honored to serve
as the host organization for the 2003 Veterans Day Ceremony at Arlington National
Cemetery.  The Army & Navy Union was founded in 1886.  It is the oldest
Veterans Organization in America.  Membership is not limited to any specific
branch, place, or nature of military service rendered, nor is membership restricted
by considerations of racial origin or religious creed.  Any and all individuals who
have ever served honorably in the Armed Forces of the United States or are currently
serving in uniform are eligible for membership, provided they obligate themselves.  

In 1894, the Army & Navy Union became the only Veterans Service Organization
whose organizational badge was given Congressional recognition.  Members in the
Service belonging to the organization are permitted to wear the badge on Class A
uniforms.  

The Army & Navy Union respects and supports all veterans, Veterans Service
Organizations, the United States Constitution and the flag of our country and
stands ready to serve and help in any civic duty whenever called upon.

“TO SERVE OUR COUNTRY IN PEACE AS WELL AS IN WAR”

THE ARMY NAVY UNION, USA
Veterans Day 2003 National Ceremony Host Organization




