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The adequacy of intelligence on the Soviet blos varies from

firn and accurate in some categories tov inadequate and practically
nonexistent in others. We have no raeliable inside intalligencs on
thinking in the Eremlin. Our eatimates of Soviet long range plans

and intentions are speoulations draum from inadequate evidence. At
the other extreme, ovidencs confirming the existeuce of msjor surface
wassels in the dloc naval forces is firm and accurate. Opsreational
intelligence in support of current military operations in Koreas is
gonerally excellent. Other pheses of Soviel bloec sctivitles fall into
intervening degrees of intelligence coverage.
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In the field of stomic energy, ouwr entimates of future Soviet
stockpiles of fission weapons are reasonsbly adequate., The margin of
error is guch that the actual stockpile may be from 1/3 less to twice
the estimate, However, gaps exist regurding prod\mtim' of U-235, and
mors important, their thermonuclear progras.

Intelligencs on Soviet bicloglcal and ohexical warfare programs
is extremely limited. On the other hand, we bave a fairly good ploture
of Sovist capabilities in contribvuting scientific fields.

Taowledge of Sovist slectronics has improved signifieantly in
the last eighteen zonthe, Intelligence on Sovist slectromagnetis
varfars capabilities is now very good., While onr knovledge of the slec-
tronios aspeots of Soviet air defense has improved, there are still
serious ghpE.

Enovledge of ourrent Soviet gulded missiles programs is poor,
although ¢ertain projects based on German developuzents are fairly well
known,

Teohnical intelligence on conventicnal military weapons and
oqnlpaenf is reasonably good as far as standardised items are concerned.
Rowever, there is 1litils kncvl%fa of b rtant fmprovements in suoh
fields as underveter and aar;:l vErf;r' .;3?’,

With reapect to basle secientifie research, present estimates of
long~range developments are very weak, but cur estimates of the current
status are believed to bs more nearly adequate.

\\_Aa_‘rv\ﬂm»gv.mﬂ/\ + \%..

Approved For Release 1999/09

A-RDP80R01443R000100120001-8

36




6. (continued)

25X1B4d

FOf-SEeRER

Security Inform.;
~Approved For Release 1999/05}/05 “CIX-RDP8OR01 443R000100120001-8
. ECOROMIC IGENCE

The adequacy of economic intelligence o.n the Soviet Bloc varles
widely from one industry to another and from one country to another.
The best intelligence is on the USSR.

Our intelligence is believed best on output of basic
industries in the USSR -~ the primary wetals, fuels and power,
transportation, and some machinery and chemical industries. This
intelligence is bassed in part on official Soviet announcements. Although
contrary to what is usually regarded as Kremlin practice and not in
keeping with Soviet character, such announcements have been shown
tc be reliable. The validity of official Soviet statistics has
been confirmed by several independent studles based on intelligence
materials. We belleve, therefore, that officlal releases are not
dlstributed for propaganda purposes. Nevertheless, there may be a margin
of error due to faulty statistical practices and to falsification by the
lower echelon. Thus our evidence on most major industries is probably
within ten per cent of accuracy and, in the case of critical iltems such
as steel; oil and electric power, within five per cent.

Yor other industries and for agriculture cutput estimates are
tullt up from fragmentary intelligence. The technlques used include
e ——————
studiez based on reports of prisoners of war, defectors, and returned
scientists and technicians who were employed in the bloc in the post-
war period; and crop-weather correlation amalyses to estimate bioclo-

glcsl ylelds. Improvement in such estimates will depend in the future

B———
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upon refinement of researsh teohniques and upon improw:d collection of
raw intelligence meterials. To dste, these technigues have glven out-
put estimates for all major agricultural commodities, and for several
brancnes of industry which range from within ten per cent to within
twenty-five per cent of ascuracy.

There are still a large number of industries about which
1ittle is known. These include producers of ?arta{n maohinery and
squipment iters and a few of the raere minerals.

By combining all avallable output statistics, annual growth
rates for industr);". agriculture, and gross national produot are derived.,
#e believe that they az;e probably within one percentage point of
scourscy, thet is, en estimated annual growth rate of six per cent for
Soviet gross national produst is probably no higher than seven per cent
and no lower than five per cent.

Information sor East Germsny is the most complets, for Utecho-
slovakia and Poland it is fairly gooc, while that for China is ths leoast
adejuate.

At present, Intelligence is too fragmentary to permit estimates

on strategle stockpiles and working inventories in all Bloe countries.
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Miistary intelligence ooncerning the Soviet Bloc is considered from
two points of view, tactical ané strategic.

Iacticsl

Intelligence cn the utﬁﬂﬁu of the Soviet Bloo arzed forces varies
with the geographical ares under gonsideration. Intelligense nseded in
suppert of ground militsry operztions in Koroax is g-mnlly axoellent,
Intelligence on the installutions and on developments in Manchurim, such
a3 ths movement snd activities of the Chinese Commmist forges &nd North
Xoreen units, is insdequate.

Order of battle and aquipment intelligence on the UBSR, Comwmmist
Ghine and -~ to & lesser degres -~ the Zurapean Satellites, is partial and
inadeguate. Intelligence on the Commmist Blos woits and aquipment in
nosh areus with vhich the U8 or nations friendly to the US are in contact
is mors nearly complete and relistle.

Intelligence concerning the strength of the Soviet Eloc and Satellits
am'mm 1n believed to be of & fatrly high order of reliability.
Intelligence on the navies of the Soviet Moo is, HeGe¥er, in general,
satisfactory and sdequate becauss of the greater accessibility of naval
forces to observwaiion.
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Az
Botimates of Soviet air strength are derived from intelligence

vhioh 18 congidered of acosptable relisbtility, btut collestion covarage
is incomplete. Botimmtes of over-all sise and composition of Boviet
Air Yorces are drived frox identification of individusl units and from
setinated Tuble of CQrganization and Equipment strengths suthorized for
the wvarious types of alr regiments. Current eastimates of jet fighter
and medivn bomber strength sre considersd reasonably walid,

Bipetexia

‘mnm intelligenss of the snamy's long-range plans and intentions
is practically non-existont. Little improvemsnt in these deficlencles
oan be ecxpected in the noar future despits our efforts.

¥aradog of Atiack

The pardod of werning which the Western Powers might expect to re-
celve if they wers sttacked by the Soviet Union vary sccording to the cir-
sumstancas of the atiack. There is no guarantee that intelligence Wil
be able to give adequate warning of sttaek prier to sstoal dstection of
hostdle formstions, Opportunily for dstection of indiestions of Soviet
or Satsllite attack varies from fair in the border areas of Garmany and
Xerea 40 extrenmely poor in ths Transcaucasus and Southeast Asia,
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Sop-SERRET

In the event of & surprise sttack we could mot hope to obtain
any dstailed information of the Soviet ailitery intentions, There
wuld be no dstsotable redeployment of forces. We sould tharefore
apect 4t moat & few hours warning of air atiack and hostile astion
might well take place in Germany or other territories bordering the
Soviet Orbit before any warning at all had been received.

In ths ovent of Soviet strangth being fully mobilised for wer,
ve eould expect from overt gources at least » menth's werning, with
scafirsation of Soviet hostile intentione bullding up sontimucusly
Yaorenftor.

The pariod of wrning in the event of partial Soviet mobilisation

] Mmmmﬁdthtwmﬁmmoatuckwcm-
thing lesa than the warping to beapected when the atiack was delayed
until the full sirength of the Soviet furces had been mobilized.
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