Useful Information for Filling Out Visa Application Forms DS-156/DS-157/DS-158
DS-156/DS-157/DS-158

DS-156

#1l Q:

A

What if | only have a re-entry permit?

Please write down your re-entry permit number.

#2&3Q: Are “Place of Issuance” and “Issuing Country” the same?

A:

#14 Q:

A:

No. “Place of Issuance” refers to the city/country where the passport was

actually issued. “Issuing Country” refers to the country that issued the passport.

For example, a Japanese citizen whose passport was issued in New York
would write down New York for the “Place of Issuance” and Japan for the
“Issuing Country”.

What is the National Identification Number? Is it same as the passport number?

No. Itis a unique I.D. number assigned by a government to each of its citizens.
If your country does not have such a system, please write “N/A”

“N/A”

#15/16Q: What if I'm staying in Japan temporarily?

A:

#24 Q:

A:

Please write your address and telephone number we can reach you in Japan.

It's still undecided where | will stay in the U.S. What should | write?

Write “Undecided” and the city/state where you will stay.
“Undecided”

=IMPORTANT ()

#25 Q:

| am not going to the U.S. for tourism or business. May | leave this
guestion blank?

No. This questions applies to ALL non-immigrant applicants, not just
business or tourist visa applicants. This contact person must be
someone who can be reached if you cannot be reached. Please
provide a specific person and his/her telephone number(s), not just a
company/school/organization name.

#29 Q: Do | have to list all my previous trips?
2

A: Yes. Listall your previous trips to the U.S.

#30/31/35 Q: Should I list each time a visa was issued or denied even if | was
subsequently issued a visa?

A: Yes. List all refusals regardless of whether a visa was later issued or not.

#34 Q: If my family will be joining me later, should | write their names here?

A: Yes. Listall persons who will travel with you, or join you in the U.S.

#36 Q: Do K-1 visas apply? K-1 A: Yes.

#41 Q: Should | sign my name in kanji or in English? Does it have to be the same
signature as my passport? May | sign for my child?

A: The signature may be in either language and does not have to be the same as
the passport. A parent may sign for a child that is under 16 years of age, but
please note “by father/mother.”

16
“by father/mother”

Etc. Q: Should the photo be in color or black & white?

>

:Color is preferable, but it must have a white background.

If a question does not apply to me, may I leave it blank?

> QO

Please write “N/A” (not applicable). Do not leave any questions blank.
HN/AH

What if there is not enough space provided to write down everything?

> QO

Please write down as much as possible, and then continue on a separate
sheet of paper.

Q: If I make a mistake on my application form, what should | do?
A

: Please strike it out and re-write your answer.



DS-157

#5/6/7 Q: If | am divorced, or my parent(s) are deceased, what should | do?

A: Write down your spouse’s name only if you are currently married. If your
parents are deceased, write “Deceased” next to their names.

"Deceased”
#11 Q: Does this apply to expired passports? A: Yes.
#12 Q: Should part time jobs be included? A: Yes.

DS-158
#4 Q: Should | write my current address or my legal permanent address?

A: Please write your legal permanent address and your current TEL number.

#6:Q: Do | need to write my family’s names even though | am not living with them?
?

A: Yes.
What about step/half brothers and sisters, or divorced parents? A: No.

<Work Experience — Previous>

Q: Should I write down all jobs | have had in the past? Or just the three previous jobs?

3
A: All. If you need more space, please continue onto another sheet.

Q: Should part time jobs, short term contract jobs, or a teaching assistant job while | was

in college be included here? What if | moved a section in the same company?
teaching assistant
?

A: Yes. Listall of them.

?
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