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Ads for International Drivers’ Licenses or Permits
Could Be a Dead End

Too many points on your driver’slicense?
License been suspended or revoked?
Can't get a state-issued driver’slicense?
Want a license that can never be suspended or revoked?

If you' retempted by adsclaiming that you can useaninternationa driver’slicense (IDL) or aninternational
driving permit (IDP) in place of your state-issued driver’slicense, it'sadead end. Although an I DP (sometimes
incorrectly called aninternational driving license) isarea document when issued by the proper authorities itis
not alegal aternativeto your state-issued license. If you are stopped by alaw enforcement officer and present
anIDL or anIDPasproof of your identity and authorization to drive, you could be arrested.

What'san IDP?

TheUnited Statesisaparty to aUnited Nationstreaty that givesresidents of one country theright todrive
inother countriesusing thedriver’slicenseissued by the government wherethey live. Thistreaty created the
international driving permit to makethisarrangement easier. AnIDPtrandatesyour state-issued driver’s
licenseinto 10 languages so you can show it to officia sinforeign countriesto help theminterpret your driver’s
license. If you'reaU.S. resident, an IDPisuselesswithinthe U.S. IDPsare not intended to repl ace state-issued
driver’slicensesand should be used only asasupplement to avalid licensewhen traveling in aforeign country.
In addition, IDPsarenot proof of identity.

TheU.S. Department of State has authorized only two organizationsto issue|DPsto U.S. residents. The
organizations, theAmerican AutomobileAssociation (AAA) and theAmerican Automobile Touring Alliance
(AATA), are permitted to sell IDPsonly to peoplewho are at least 18 yearsold and only to thosewho havea
validdriver'slicenseissued by aU.S. state or territory. TheAAA and theAATA charge $10 for each IDP,

How Doesan | DP Differ from a State-issued Driver’sLicense?

Adriver’slicenseisacardthat letsyou driveamotor vehiclelegaly. It isissued by the state where you
live, but allowsyouto driveanywhereintheU.S. and Canada. A driver’slicense also servesasvalid proof of
your identity to law enforcement officials. Statesrequirethat you passaseriesof examsto get your first license:
awritten examonthe*“rulesof theroad,” an eyetest, and aroad test. States a so requirethat you provide proof
of your identity, such asapassport, avalid driver’slicensefrom another state, or abirth certificate. Thefeefor a
licensevariesby state.

How thel DP Scam Works

Adsand offersfor fake I DLsand IDPsare showing up on websitesand as spam email. They dso are sold
“onthestreet” and through storefront operations. The pricefor one of these fake documents can rangefrom
$65 to $350. Many local operationstarget non-native speakersthrough adsin foreign-language newspapers



that direct consumersto websitesor loca storefronts. The marketersfalsely claimthat their documents:

* authorizeconsumerstodrivelegally intheU.S,, evenif they don't have state-issued licensesor if thelr state-
issued licenses have been suspended or revoked;

» canbeusedtoavoid pointsor finesaffecting state-issued drivers' licenses,; and

e canbeusedasphotoID intheU.S.

FTCofficiassay dl theseclamsarefase. Infact, if you' reaU.S. resident, and you' re caught using anIDP
inplace of your state-issued driver’slicense, the consequences can be severe. You could be charged with
driving without alicense or driving with asuspended or revoked license. If you can’t produce proof of your
identity (for example, avalid driver’slicense, astate-issued identification card, valid immigration documents, or
apassport), the officer can assumethat you' retrying to withhold your identity and arrest you.

For Morelnformation

Tolearn about driver’slicenserequirementsin your state, contact your local department of motor vehicles.
Check the Blue Pages of your telephonedirectory for the number, or visit the American A ssociation of Motor
VehicleAdministratorsat www.aamva.org.

If you planto drive oversess, contact your local AAA office or theAATA for moreinformation about
acquiring alegitimate| DP,

AAA —Check theWhite Pages of your telephonedirectory or visit www.aaa.com

AATA —Cadll: 650-294-7000 (M-F, 8:30-5:00 Pacific Time); fax: 650-294-7040; email:
contact@nati ona autoclub.com; or visit www.nationa autoclub.com

If you’ ve been scammed by aseller of bogusIDLsor IDPs, report it tothe FTC. The FTC worksfor the
consumer to prevent fraudulent, deceptive and unfair business practicesin the marketplace and to provide
information to help consumers spot, stop, and avoid them. Tofileacomplaint or to get freeinformation on
consumer issues, visit www.ftc.gov or cal toll-free, 1-877-FTC-HEL P (1-877-382-4357); TTY: 1-866-653-
4261. The FTC entersinternet, telemarketing, identity theft and other fraud-related complaintsinto Consumer
Sentinel, asecure, onlinedatabase availableto hundreds of civil and crimina law enforcement agenciesinthe
U.S. and abroad.
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