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COMSC INSTRUCTION 4040.2 
 
Subj: INDIVIDUAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT, 782 GEAR, BATTLE DRESS 

UNIFORMS, CBR EQUIPMENT AND WEAPONS ISO MSC SHORE-BASED 
FORCES 

 
Ref: (a) OPNAVINST S3061.1D, Appendix I to Annex N  
  (b) OPNAVINST 4040.39B (Draft) 
  (c) NAVSEAINST 9370.2 
  (d) DOD 4000.19R 
  (e) COMNAVRESFOR P7300.1E 
  (f) OPNAVINST 1020.4C 
 
Encl: (1) Allowance Equipage List (AEL) #2-32MSCCTA (MSC Area Command 

Contingency Outfitting) 
 
1. Purpose.  To establish policy and responsibilities for the funding, requisitioning, 
stockage, issue and return of Individual Protective Equipment (IPE), 782 Gear, Battle 
Dress Uniform (BDU), CBR Equipment and Weapons in support of MSC forces (Active 
and Naval Reserve).  Hereafter, above subject equipage referred to as 782/CBR/WEA. 
 
2. Background 
 
 a. During recent contingency operations and responses (Desert Shield, Uphold 
Democracy, Sea Signal and Vigilant Warrior), MSC forces, active and Naval Reserve 
(NR), required and were issued subject in accordance with the CINC's OPLAN.  Theater 
OPLANs state logistics support is a service responsibility (MSC).  Therefore, MSC forces 
and individuals (active and NR) scheduled for deployment supporting MSC’s operations 
must be issued subject 782/CBR/WEA equipment prior to movement through the Aerial 
Port of Embarkation (APOE)/Seaport of Embarkation (SPOE). 
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 b. Per reference (a), MSC forces (primary MSCOs) are activated in support of the 
CINC’s OPLAN and provided equipment and supplies from the B15 series Advance Base 
Functional Components (ABFC) per reference (b).  The B15 series ABFCs consist of 
nine sizes of MSCOs (B15A-B15I).  The properly sized MSCO is loaded in the CINC’s 
OPLAN TPFDD during the deliberate planning process supporting the numbered 
OPLAN.  The B15 series ABFC sub-function includes 782/CBR/WEA allowances. 
 
 c. The present Navy activation/mobilization process for NR per reference (b), is 
under major revision.  A proposal is that NR individuals and units would first be recalled 
to assigned Naval Reserve Center (NRC) for initial processing, then transferred to 
designated Mobilization Processing Sites (MPS) for the completion of activation 
requirements (medical, dental, finance and personnel functions).  It is further proposed 
that subject equipment would be issued to mobilized units/personnel at the MPS.  
Equipage is to be drawn from the Navy War Reserve Stocks (ABFCs).  The above 
procedure is time consuming and the present Navy Supply systems are not capable of 
meeting the Latest Arrival Date (LAD) of MSC’s NR forces in accordance with the 
CINC’s OPLAN or during unplanned contingency operations.  
 
3. Policy.  In recognizing the above deficiencies, the following policy and guidance 
will provide a stop-gap method for support of contingency outfitting by ensuring the 
initial mobilized/deployed MSC gained NR forces have the basic 782/CBR/WEA 
equipment.  This equipment will be funded, requisitioned, maintained and issued by the 
assigned Area Commander and MSCLNOUSCENTCOM.  Subject equipment will be 
issued only during mobilization or contingency operations as directed in the Operations 
Order (OPORD) or at the Area Commander’s direction.  The Area Commander/ 
MSCLNOUSCENTCOM will stop issuing action once the normal equipage issue 
procedures are established and operational per references (a) and (b). 
 
4. Responsibilities 
 
 a. Assistant for Reserve Programs (N00R).  Develop this instruction and enclosure 
(1), AEL for MSC Area Command Contingency Outfitting.  Coordinate with COMSC/N5 
to ensure CINC’s OPLAN TPFDD contains the personnel requirements (Area Commands 
and MSCOs) with assigned Unit Type Code (UTC).  Include appropriate Area Command 
intermediate location stop for issue of 782/CBR/WEA equipment. 
 
 b. Operations Officer (N3).  Coordinate and approve weapons and ammunition 
accounts for support of COMSC, Area Commanders and activities per reference (c). 
 
 c. Logistics Officer (N4).  Assist in development of this instruction and enclosure (1). 
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 d. Comptroller (N8).  Provide funds and technical assistance to Area Commanders 
and MSCLNOUSCENTCOM to establish subject equipage. 
 
 e. Area Commanders.  Take action to fund, requisition and stock subject equipment.  
COMSC recommends the following quantity (stock level) 782/CBR/WEA equipment for 
initial stockage and individual issue:  COMSCLANT - 30; COMSCPAC - 60, (for 
MSCPAC and MSCFE); COMSCEUR - 30; COMSCSWA - (see 
MSCLNOUSCENTCOM below).  Area Commanders should use the capabilities of host 
DOD or local installations to store and maintain subject equipage per reference (d), (i.e., 
host security unit stores and maintains weapons for MSC activity). 
 
 f. MSCLNOUSCENTCOM.  Per reference (d), take action to establish an 
Organization Supply Account with host U.S. Air Force Base Supply, MacDill AFB, FL.  
Transfer funds to assigned supply account (individual equipment) to cover issue of up to 
60 individuals for initial COMSCSWA personnel during an intermediate stop at MacDill 
AFB prior to forward movement to USCENTCOM AOR. 
 
 g. Area Commanders/MSCLNOUSCENTCOM.  Per references (b) and (f), and upon 
implementation of a CINC’s OPORD, take action to requisition minimal ABFCs to 
support assigned MSCOs when interservice or Host Nation Support is not utilized or 
available (Bare Base Operations). 
 
5. Individual Responsibility.  A workable custody signature system/receipt for issue of 
subject equipment requires that MSC-gained NR individuals do the following. 
 
 a. Accept custody for all issued 782/CBR/WEA equipage under the individual’s 
control.   
 
 b. Sign for all such equipage. 
 
 c. Periodically inventory all individual equipage listed on the custodian 
782/CBR/WEA issue receipt. 
 
 d. Obtain required signatures documenting the transfer/turn-in of any issued 
equipment for whatever reason, including maintenance and repair. 
 
 e. Ensure all subject equipage is returned to assigned supply point prior to release 
from services (ADSW, AT, ADT). 
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 f. Upon assignment to MSC Reserve Unit, ensure supporting NRC issues 
organizational clothing including BDUs per reference (e), Exhibit 25, Column 1. 
 
 
  
 
 
Distribution: 
COMSCINST 5000.19 
List I (Case A) 
SNDL  41B (MSC Area Commanders) 
   41C (MSC Subarea Commanders) 
   41D3 (MSC Offices) 
   41F (MSCCENTACT) 
MSC Reserve Units 
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