Printer Cartridges Are An Overly Specific Exenption
Summary:

This is a comment in regard to the request that printer cartridge
software be exenpted fromthe DMCA. Printer cartridge software shoul d
be exempted for the reasons the petitioner provided, but the exenption
shoul d be generalized. Were access to content by a device or program
is required for the interoperation of those devices or prograns with

ot her devices or prograns, that access to content should be exenpted
from t he DMCA

Fact s:

A great variety of device manufacturers are now seeking to enpl oy the DMCA
so as to allow themto control interoperability for the purpose of
nmonopoly | everaging. Printer cartridges are just one nmenber of a

| arger class of such devices and prograns.

Ar gunent :

Where access to content by a device or programis required for the
i nteroperation of those devices or prograns with other devices or
programnms, that access to content should be exenpted fromthe DMCA

Such access to content should be differentiated fromaccess to content
for the purpose of creating a copy that can be provided to a human for
that human's consunption, which, if the spirit of the DMCA is to be
retai ned, should renmain restricted.

If you reject this argunent, then as the products of our society
beconme nore digitally interactive, there will be no limt on the
ability of manufacturers to instruct their devices to not cooperate
with their nmonopoly |leveraging victins. Failing your decisive action,
devi ces and prograns that engage in such nonopoly |everaging notivated
exclusion of conpetitors will become quite conmon.

| urge you to act in ny defense.
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