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The first half of the form applies to all of the study topics (Appendix C), but the second half (Results section) is tailored to studies addressing the rate of autopsy-detected diagnostic errors.  The heterogeneity of studies addressing other topics precluded the development of a practical template. Thus, for these other topics, reviewers summarized the results as free text.

	First Author

	Title
	

	Journal
	

	Year of Publication:
	Database Ref #:


	Language of Publication
	English
	Non-English without English abstract

Language:________
	Non-English with English Abstract

Language:______

	Country of Study
	US 
	Non-US (Specify)

	Author affiliations

(Circle all that apply)


	Department of Pathology

Office of Coroner or Medical Examiner

Department of Medicine

Department of Surgery

Other Clinical 

Department of Radiology

Department of Public Health 

Other

Not Stated


	Principal Topics or Study Questions addressed by study 

(Circle all that apply)
	· Diagnostic yield of autopsy

· Role of autopsy in detecting complications

· Test characteristics of the autopsy (autopsy quality, accuracy, reproducibility)
· Reproducibility of classifications of autopsy-detected diagnostic errors 
· Costs or cost-benefits of the autopsy

· Factors affecting autopsy rates

· Attitudes of clinicians, patients or others towards autopsy 

· Autopsy assessments of vital statistics of death certificates 

· Other_____________________________

	SETTING

	Time span from which cases were drawn


	State month/year range - for all time periods if article included more than one (begin with most recent)

1) ___/___ to ___/__ 

2) ___/___ to ___/___

3) ___/___ to ___/___

Not Stated


	Name of Institution: 


	Institution Type:  circle one item per row

	Acute Care Hospital


	University-affiliated
	Non-University Teaching
	Non-teaching
	Unclear

	
	Tertiary care (Referral center)


	Urban community
	Rural
	Unclear

	
	Private for-profit


	Private non-profit


	Public  (Gov’t-subsidized, non-military)


	Veterans Affairs
	Other

	Non-Hospital or Non-Acute care
	Coroner’s Office


	Medical Examiner’s Office
	Forensic Institute (non-US)
	Other (explain)

	Forensic Cases Included
	Not Stated
	No
	Yes

____ % 

____ some, but not clear how many

	Types of Forensic Cases 
	Not Stated

Not applicable
	Natural

____ % (or not clear)


	Unnatural

 Trauma

 ___ % of total 

____ some, but not clear how many

 Homicide/ Suicide

 ___ % of total

____ some, but not clear how many

	Outpatients included 
	Not included____

Not clear_____


	Natural

____ %

____ some, but not clear how many


	Unnatural

 Trauma

 ___ % of total 

____ some, but not clear how many

 Homicide/ Suicide

 ___ % of total

____ some, but not clear how many

	METHODS

	Case Mix

(potential types of patients, based on study setting or design)  
	Not Stated

Not clear
	Unselected patients 


	Medicine  

Surgery  

Oncology 

Pediatrics 

Ob-Gyn  

Other (explain)



	Study design
	Not stated
	Prospective series
	Retrospective series 


	Case-control
	Other (explain)

	Patient Selection
	Not stated
	Random sample
	Consecutive series
	Other

(explain)



	Method of random selection
	Not applicable
	Not stated
	Pseudorandom (e.g., by patient record number, calendar date)
	True Random Selection

	
	
	Unclear
	
	

	Procedure for obtaining autopsy
	Not Stated
	Request to family from treating physician(s)
	Request to family from pathologist(s)
	Automatic unless permission denied by family or other special circumstances

	
	Unclear
	
	
	

	Types of Autopsies performed
	Limited autopsies

Definition _________or” not stated”
Number performed _____ or “none” or “not stated”


	Complete autopsies

Definition _________or” not stated”
Number performed _____ or “none” or “not stated”

	Source of premortem diagnoses
	· Not Stated

· Diagnoses suggested by chart review performed for the study

· Diagnoses listed in death/discharge summary

· Clinical summary submitted with autopsy request/protocol

· Death certificates

· Not clear

	Framework for presenting or defining “diagnostic errors” 
	Not Stated


	Goldman Classification of Class I-IV errors


	Modification of Goldman scheme (explain)


	Other (Please state classification system)

	Method for determining disagreement b/w clinical and postmortem diagnoses
	Not Stated

Decision by one study participant

Decision/consensus by more than one study participant

Other (explain)

	RESULTS
	

	Autopsy rate
	Not Stated


	Number of autopsies (n) _____

Number of deaths in study period ____

Autopsy rate reported as  ____%, but numerator and/or denominator unclear

	
	Not Clear because ______


	

	Age ranges

Circle all that apply and list percentages of total sample or write unclear
	Not Stated

Stillborns ______% 

Neonatal (<28 days) ______%

Infants (28 days to <1 year) ______%

Pediatric (1 to<18yrs) ______%

Adult ( ≥ 18 yrs) ______%

	Gender
	Not Stated
	Female ___ %
	Male ___ %

	Race
	Not Stated
	US Studies

Caucasian _____%

African-American _____%

Latino _____%

Native American _____%

Asian _____%

Other _____%
	Non-US

Please list racial demographics with percentages as stated by authors

	Socioeconomic class
	Not assessed
	Summarize any demographic information addressing this characteristic

	Ethnicity

/Culture
	Not assessed
	Summarize any demographic information addressing this characteristic

	Religion
	Not assessed
	Summarize any demographic information addressing this characteristic

	Reproducibility of autopsy findings
	Not assessed
	Kappa score_____
	Other measure of agreement ______

	Reproducibility of error classification 
	Not assessed
	Kappa score
	Other measure of agreement ______

	Prevalence of Diagnostic Errors 
	Class I ______
	“Major”_____
	Other:

	
	Class II ______
	“Minor”____
	

	Infections by Site

Patient Population

CNS

TB

Fungal Infection

CMV Infection

PCP

Immuno-competent

Pts.

HIV+ patients

Transplant patients

Other immuno-compr.

No such distinctions made

Immuno-competent

Pts.

HIV+ patients

Transplant patients

Other immuno-compr.

No such distinctions made

CNS

Lung

Abdomen

Other

Chronic
Diabetic nephropathy_______

Non-Alzheimer’s dementia (Vascular__ ; Lewy Body Dz__; C-J Dz_; Other___)

Parkinson’s Disease_______

COPD/emphysema_______

Chronic CHF_______

Cirrhosis_______
Breast CA (Stage II or higher?)______

Colon CA (Duke’s B or higher?)_____

Metastatic Prostate CA______

Metastatic Melanoma_______

Other Metastatic CA______

HIV/AIDS______

Vasculitis_______

OTHER___________________

	Predictors of Diagnostic Errors 
	For each predictor, choose: Yes, No, Not analyzed, Analyzed but not Reported, or Unclear

Age______

Gender______

Race/Ethnicity______

Presence of DNR______

New DNR______

Death in ER______

Death in ICU______

Death on General Hospital Ward______

Nursing Home Residence______

MD prediction of “unexpected findings” ______

Major chronic illnesses:

dementia_______

end-stage renal disease (on dialysis)_______

end-stage liver disease_______



	Use of Conventional tests
	Plain x-rays

Number of tests

CT  

w/o contrast_____

with contrast_____

total______

Ultrasound (excluding echocardiograms)

Echocardiograms 

MRI

Angiogram (incl. R-heart cath as an agiogram)

Tissue Biopsy or Diagnostic Body Fluid  Aspiration w/o operation

Open Biopsy (brain, lung, laporotomy)




129

