

Legend to Appendix Figure 4

The numbering of the autopsy series here corresponds to the vertical axis in the Appendix Figure 4.

	Institution
	Autopsy Rate
	Case Mix

(Number of Autopsies)
	Error Rate

(95% CI)

	1. Peter Bent Brigham Hospital (Boston): 1960 51
	75%
	Adult inpatients (100)
	22% 

(15-32%)

	2. Peter Bent Brigham Hospital (Boston): 1970 51
	71%
	Adult inpatients (100)
	23% 

(15-33%)

	3. South Lothian District hospitals (Scotland): 1975-7 155, 156
	25%
	General inpatients (1152)
	38% 

(36-41%)

	4. University of Edinburgh teaching hospital (Scotland): 1978 123
	64%
	General inpatients (154)
	15% 

(10-22%)

	5. Peter Bent Brigham Hospital (Boston): 198051
	38%
	Adult inpatients (100)
	21% 

(14-30%)

	6. Belgrade University School of Medicine (Yugoslavia): 1981-84301
	12%
	General inpatients

(2,145)
	29%

(26.9-30.8%)

	7. White River Junction VA Medical Center (White River Junction, VT): 198378
	60%
	General inpatients

(111)
	12.6%

(7.3-20.6%)

	8. Chandigarh Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (India): 1983-88309
	23-27%
	Adult inpatients

(1000)
	31.7% 

(28.8-34.7%)

	9. 32 US hospitals (21 university and 11 community non-teaching): 198470 
	30%
	General inpatients

 (2067) 
	34% 

(32-36%)

	10. Brigham & Women’s Hospital (Boston): 1984-85129
	37%
	General inpatients (175)
	23% 

(17-30%)

	11. Emerson Hospital (Concord, MA): 1984-85129
	26%
	General inpatients

(58)
	33% 

(21-46%)

	12. Northwestern Memorial Hospital (Chicago): 1985 130
	36%
	General inpatients

(142)
	23%

(17-31%)

	13. Medical Center of Delaware: 1988-91 210
	17%
	General inpatients (145)
	12% 

(7-18%)

	14. Peterborough District Health Authority (England): 1990 310
	13%
	General inpatients 

(63)
	19% 

(11-31%)

	15. University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (Pittsburgh): 1994 152
	19%
	General inpatients (172)
	34% 

(27-42%)

	16. Prince of Wales Hospital (Hong Kong): 1997211 
	17.7%
	General inpatients and forensic cases

(332)
	23.5% 

(19.1-28.5%)

	17. Zurich University Hospital (Switzerland): 197255
	94%
	Adult medical 

(100)
	30% 

(21.4-40.1%)

	18. Mason F. Lord Nursing Home  (Baltimore, MD): 1981-88303
	3.5%
	Nursing home residents 

(34)
	47.1%

(30.2-64.6%)

	19. Zurich University Hospital (Switzerland): 198255
	89%
	Adult medical 

(100)
	18% 

(11.3-27.2%)

	20. Leiden University Hospital (Netherlands): 1984118
	47%
	Adult medical

(133)
	41%

(33-50%) 

	21. Zurich University Hospital (Switzerland): 199255
	89%
	Adult medical 

(100)
	14% 

(8.1-22.7%)

	22. Ben Taub General Hospital (Houston, TX): 1992-3 116
	16%
	Medical patients 

(110)
	23.6% 

(16.3-32.9%)

	23. Ben Taub General Hospital (Houston, TX): 1992-3 116
	16%
	Patients with AIDS 

(42)
	33.3% 

(20.0-49.6%)

	24. Salford Health Authority (UK): 1981295
	35%
	Inpatients over 85 yrs old

(129)
	31%

(23.3-39.8%)

	25. Beth Israel Hospital (Boston, MA): 1981-83158
	27%
	Adult inpatient deaths after undergoing CPR

(130)
	13.8% 

(8.6-21.3%)

	26. University of Massachusetts Medical Center (Worcester, MA): 1984-88120
	32%
	Emergency patients

(244)
	4.1% 

(2.1-7.6%)

	27. Johns Hopkins Hospital (Baltimore, MD): 1985-9594
	24%
	Adult cardiac surgery

(147)
	38.8% 

(31.0-47.2 %)

	28. Royal Victoria Hospital (Northern Ireland): 1986-88306
	23%
	Adult and pediatric perioperative deaths

(213)
	49.8% 

(42.9-56.6%)

	29. Hospital Central de la Cruz Roja (Spain): 1983-85125
	51%
	Adult ICU

(100)
	22%

(14.6-31.6%)

	30. Hartford Hospital (New Haven, CT): 1986-92304
	29%
	Adult surgical ICU 

(149) 
	23% 

(16.5-30.6%)

	31. Hershey Medical Center (Pennsylvania, PA): 1994-5 117 
	31%
	Adult ICU

(41)
	27%

(15-43%)

	32. Cleveland Clinic (Cleveland, OH): 1994-952
	23%
	Medical ICU

(91)
	19.8% 

(12.4-29.7%)

	33. Gloucestershire Royal Hospital (U.K.): 1996-993
	40%
	ICU patients

(97)
	23.7% 

(15.9-33.6%)

	34. University of Rochester Medical Center (Rochester, NY): 1989-94126 
	74%
	Pediatric inpatients including forensic cases (157)
	6.4% 

(3.3-11.7%)

	35. Children’s Hospital of New Jersey (Newark, NJ): 1992133
	29%
	General Pediatrics

(23) 
	13.0%

(3.4-34.7%)

	36. University of Texas Medical Branch (Galveston, TX): 1984-88305
	73%
	 Adult and pediatric surgical patients 

(409) 
	30.3% 

(26-35.1%)

	37. Lutheran General Children’s Hospital (Park Ridge, Ill): 1984-93128
	36%
	Pediatric inpatients

(107) 
	13.1% 

(7.6-21.3%)

	38. Children’s Hospital of Western Ontario (Canada): 1985-89307 
	75%
	Pediatric Deaths in the Emergency Department

(52)
	15.4%

(7.3-28.6%)

	39. Hospital for Sick Children (Canada): 1985-90124
	62%
	Neonatal ICU

(338)
	18.9% 

(15.0-23.6%)

	40. North Shore University Hospital (Manhasset, NY): 1985-92132
	26% 
	Pediatric ICU

(50)
	28.0% 

(16.7-42.7%)


Appendix Figure 4 – Major Error Rates with 95% Confidence Intervals
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