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An important first step in the identification of potential peer reviewers was to determine the appropriate constituencies from which our reviewers should be approached.  The categories that were determined and the number of reviewers who accepted our invitation to serve as peer reviewers for this report are (1) scientific experts (including three to four peer reviewers) and (2) experts from health-related organizations or societies (including six peer reviewers).   

We believe that these two categories represent the full range of health care experts, users, and patient groups that should be involved in reviewing this evidence report on the efficacy of behavioral dietary intervention.  The specific peer reviewers are listed at the end of this appendix.

Our peer reviewer panel also includes the eight members of the TEAG because they played a major role throughout the project in conceptualizing the work and reviewing materials; moreover, because they are active professionals in the field, the RTI/UNC EPC believed that their comments at this stage would be very valuable.  The peer reviewers who were not members of the TEAG were identified by issuing an invitation to the organization’s executive officer/director (e.g., president, CEO) or to a public sector agency head asking them to nominate a peer reviewer and by soliciting nominations from the TEAG.  A preliminary (and longer) list of organizations, agencies, or individuals was submitted to the AHRQ Task Order Officer for this project for review, comment, and approval.  We then contacted all potential peer reviewers to determine their willingness to serve as peer reviewers, alerting them to the fact that this service would require them to prepare formal written reviews according to the checklist developed for this evidence report.  Their comments and suggestions formed the basis of our revisions to the evidence report.
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