Figure 31. Sensitivity analysis of the effect of BNP test cost on the cost-effectiveness of screening for asymptomatic left ventricular dysfunction

This figure shows the impact of BNP sensitivity for detecting depressed left ventricular systolic function (assuming a specificity of 76%). At a sensitivity greater than 85%, screening with BNP followed by echocardiography is the preferred choice (other screening strategies are dominated; thus the comparison of interest is with no screening). With a BNP sensitivity less than 85%, BNP testing is more expensive than ECG testing but also provides more benefit. The incremental cost-effectiveness of BNP versus ECG testing remains less than $50,000 per QALY gained until the BNP sensitivity drops below 70%. 
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