[image: image1.wmf]174 Articles Accepted After Screening

413 Articles Requested

20 Not 

Found

393 Articles Screened

Reference 

lists

(n = 88)

n = 71

n = 15

Identified by 

Experts

(n = 10)

n = 9

n = 7

Library 

search

(n = 315)

n = 313

n = 141

219 

Rejected

33

Drug studied

38

Definition of CHF

143 

Study design

2

Abstract of full article

3

Duplicate article

74 Articles:

RCT

ACE inhibitor or beta

-

blocker

Minimum of 12 week followup 

Mortality outcome

100 

Rejected

36

Not placebo controlled

18

No outcome of interest

46

Followup <12 wks

11 Studies 

(33 Articles)

Accepted to Quality Review

AIRE (3)

BEST (3)

CONSENSUS (3) 

CIBIS (3)

SAVE (2) 

MERIT

-

HF (3)

SMILE (1) 

US 

Carvedilol

HF Study (6)

SOLVD (6)

TRACE (3)

38 

Studies 

(41 Articles)

Rejected Sample <1000

19

ACE inhibitor studies (21)

19

Beta

-

blocker studies (20)

[image: image2.wmf]174 Articles Accepted After Screening

413 Articles Requested

20 Not 

Found

393 Articles Screened

Reference 

lists

(n = 88)

n = 71

n = 15

Identified by 

Experts

(n = 10)

n = 9

n = 7

Library 

search

(n = 315)

n = 313

n = 141

219 

Rejected

33

Drug studied

38

Definition of CHF

143 

Study design

2

Abstract of full article

3

Duplicate article

74 Articles:

RCT

ACE inhibitor or beta

-

blocker

Minimum of 12 week followup 

Mortality outcome

100 

Rejected

36

Not placebo controlled

18

No outcome of interest

46

Followup <12 wks

11 Studies 

(33 Articles)

Accepted to Quality Review

AIRE (3)

BEST (3)

CONSENSUS (3) 

CIBIS (3)

SAVE (2) 

MERIT

-

HF (3)

SMILE (1) 

US 

Carvedilol

HF Study (6)

SOLVD (6)

TRACE (3)

38 

Studies 

(41 Articles)

Rejected Sample <1000

19

ACE inhibitor studies (21)

19

Beta

-

blocker studies (20)

Figure 3. Flow of literature 
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