Appendix B

1. ProCite ID:  _________

2. First Author:




(Last name of first author)

3. Reviewer Initials:



4. Study design: 
Circle one
Randomized Clinical Trial
1

Other 
9
(Stop)
** If other than RCT, then STOP ** 

5. How is CHF defined? 
Circle one
Systolic Dysfunction
1

CHF unspecified
2 

Other
9
(Stop)
6. Drug type being studied: 
Circle one
Beta-Blockers
1

Ace Inhibitors
2

Other
9
(Stop)
7. Population(s) being studied: Check all that apply
	African/ African-American
(
	Very Old (Age 80+)
(

	Hispanic
(
	Nursing Home
(

	Asian
(
	Veterans
(

	Other ethnic/ racial minority
(
	Low Income
(

	Women
(
	Other
(

	
	None of the above
(


8. Comorbidites: 
Check all that apply
Diabetes
(
Renal Failure
(
Cognitive Dysfunction
(
None of the above
(
9. Outcomes of interest: 
Check all that apply
Mortality
(
Other patient-centered outcomes
(
Utilization
(
Cost
(
None of the above
(
10. What is the total sample size of the study?

 ___  ___ , ___  ___  ___

11. Keep this article for other reasons 
(
 (good background info, previous meta-analysis, etc.)



12. What is the minimum duration of follow-up?













(units)

(please use 999 for not applicable DY, WK, MO, YR for units)

13. What is the maximum duration of follow-up?













(units)

(please use 999 for not applicable DY, WK, MO, YR for units)

14. Does the study use Kaplan Meier?

Yes
1

No
2 

Not Applicable
9

15. What Named study does this belong to?

16. What drugs were studied?

17. What is the study population?

Symptomatic
1

Asymptomatic
2 

Post MI and Reduced LVEF
3

Other (
)
9

18. Is there information in the published paper that indicates data were collected although not necessarily analyzed regarding any of the following population(s): Check all that apply
	African/ African-American
(
	Very Old (Age 80+)
(

	Hispanic
(
	Nursing Home
(

	Asian
(
	Veterans
(

	Other ethnic/ racial minority
(
	Low Income
(

	Women
(
	Other
(

	
	None of the above
(


Notes:



Article ID:


Reviewer:



First Author:






(Last Name Only)


Study Number:

of
  Description:



(Enter ‘1of 1’ if only one)                                    (if more than one study)
1. Are the study quality data reported in this article?
circle one)
Yes
1

No, it is reported in reference # _______ (skip to Q.8)
2 
2. If the study was randomized, was method of randomization appropriate?
(circle one)
Yes
1

No
2

Method not described
8

Not applicable/not reported in this article
9

3. Is the study described as: 
(circle one)
Double blind
1

Single blind, patient
2

Single blind, outcome assessment 
3

Open
4

Blinding not described
8

Not applicable/not reported in this article
9

4. If reported, was the method of blinding appropriate?

(circle one)
Yes
1

No
2

Double blinding method not described
8

Not applicable/not reported in this article
9

5. If study was randomized, did the method of randomization provide for concealment of allocation?
(circle one)
Yes
1

No
2

Concealment not described
8

Not applicable/not reported in this article
9




Are withdrawals (W) and dropouts (D) described?
(circle one)
Yes, reason described for all W and D
1

Yes, reason described for some W and D
2

Not described
8

Not applicable/not reported in this article
9

6. Is this a cross-over study design? 
(circle one)
Yes
1

No
2

Not described
8

Not applicable/not reported in this article
9

Is there a clinical and socio-demographic characteristics table comparing the intervention arms?
(circle one)
Yes
1

 No (skip to Q.11)
2

Not reported in this article
9

7. Are there any statistically-significant differences in the patient characteristics table?
(circle one) 

Yes
1

No
2

Not reported in this article
9

8. Were any of the following cointerventions used?

	
	Overall proportion
	Proportions by arm

	
	
	Placebo
	Arm 2
	Arm 3
	Arm 4

	Diuretics
	
	
	
	
	

	
Spironolactone
	
	
	
	
	

	Digoxin
	
	
	
	
	

	Beta blockers
	
	
	
	
	

	ACE inhibitors/ARA
	
	
	
	
	

	Aspirin
	
	
	
	
	


9. Enter Ns and interventions for each arm in order of first mention:

	Arm
	N  entering
	N  completing
	Drug name
	Dose
	
	Frequency
	
	Mean Tx Duration
	Units

	
	(Use Ns for mortality outcomes)
	Enter code

from below
	Enter a #  or

V / ND / NA
	
	Enter a # or

V / ND / NA
	
	Enter a # or

V / ND / NA
	Enter D, W, M, Y,  or

V / ND / NA

	1
	__________
	__________
	Placebo
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	__________
	__________
	________
	_______
	mg taken
	________
	times per day for
	_________
	_________

	3
	__________
	__________
	________
	_______
	mg taken
	________
	times per day for
	_________
	_________

	4
	__________
	__________
	________
	_______
	mg taken
	________
	times per day for
	_________
	________


	Codes for Beta Blockers:
	Codes for ACE inhibitors:
	
	Other Codes:

	Bisoprolol
1

Bucindolol
2

Carvedilol
3

Celiprolol
4

Metoprolol
5

Nebivolol
6
	Benazepril
7

Captopril
8

Cilzapril
9

Cisinopril
10

Delapril
11

Enalapril
12

Fosinopril
13
	Imidapril
14

Quinapril
15

Ramipril
16

Spirapril
17

Trancolapril
18

Zofenopril
19
	
	Variable
V

Not Applicable
NA

Not Described
ND

Day
D

Week
W

None of the above/Other
OTHER

	
	
	
	

	10. If beta-blockers, was it one of the following studies?
(check all that apply)
Australia/NZ HF Group

BEST

CARIBE

Celicard

CIBIS

MERIT – HF

Metoprolol in Dilated Cardiomyopathy

MIC

RESOLVD

US Carvedilol Study


None of the above



	11. If ace inhibitors, was it one of the following studies?


(check all that apply)
AIRE

Captopril Multicenter Research Group

Captopril-Digoxin Multicenter Research Group

CASSIS

Cilazapril Captopril Multicentre Group

CONSENSUS

Fosinopril Heart Failure Study Group

Munich Mild Heart Failure

SAVE

SMILE

SOLVD

TRACE


None of the above

	
	12. How are mortality results presented?


(check all that apply)
Proportion

Kaplan-Meier Curve

Hazard ratio

Other (specify:______________)











