Table 1. Search methodology

Ace inhibitors and Beta Blockers for congestive heart failure
Note: A question mark after a term indicates that the term was truncated. An exclamation point after a term indicates that the term was “exploded” – I.E. all narrower terms in the subject hierarchy were included. This feature is active in the MEDLINE, HealthSTAR, and EMBASE databases.
SEARCH #1A

DATABASES SEARCHED:

 MEDLINE

 HealthSTAR

 EMBASE

 Ageline

 Social SciSearch 

 SciSearch

TIME PERIOD COVERED: 1985-2000

SEARCH STRATEGY:

angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors OR dipeptidyl carboxypeptidase inhibitor! OR captopril OR enalapril OR fosinopril OR lisinopril OR quinapril OR ramipril OR beta-adrenergic receptor blocking agent! OR adrenergic beta-antagonists OR carvedilol OR metoprolol OR bisoprolol OR bucindolol OR beta block? AND heart failure, congestive! OR congestive heart failure! OR heart failure AND black? OR negro? OR afr? american? OR aged! OR geriatric assessment OR aged/ti,de OR elderly care! OR geriatric? OR gerontolog? OR nursing homes! OR nursing home OR home(s) for the aged OR homes for the elderly OR institutionalized elderly OR Female? OR female! OR women! OR wom?n OR gender OR women's health OR women's health services OR kidney failure! OR kidney? fail? OR renal fail? OR kidney disease? OR renal disease? OR kidney dysfunction? OR renal dysfunction? OR diabetes mellitus! OR diabetes OR cognition disorders! OR disorders of higher cerebral function! OR thought disorder OR alzheimer disease OR alzheimer? OR senil? OR dementia! OR dementia OR (drug therapy, combination OR drug combinations OR drug? combin? OR pharmac? combin? OR polypharmac?) AND (econom? OR cost?) OR drug combination!-economic aspect! AND Document type=randomized controlled trial OR random? (COMBINED WITH ALL TOPICS EXCEPT NURSING HOMES AND DRUG COMBINATIONS)

TOTAL NUMBER OF TITLES RETRIEVED: 1391

SEARCH #1B:

NOTE – THIS SEARCH WAS PERFORMED TO CORRECT AN OMISSION OF THE TERM “ACE INHIBITOR(S)” FROM THE SOCIAL SCISEARCH AND SCISEARCH DATABASES IN SEARCH 1A.

DATABASES SEARCHED AND TIME PERIOD COVERED:

 Social SciSearch 1972-2001

 SciSearch (Archival) – 1974-1989

 SciSearch (Current) – 1990-2001

SEARCH STRATEGY:

ace inhibitor? NOT (captopril OR enalapril OR fosinopril OR lisinopril OR quinapril OR ramipril OR trandolapril) AND heart failure AND black? OR negro? OR afr? american? OR aged/ti,de OR elderly OR geriatric? OR gerontolog? OR nursing home? OR home? for the aged OR home? for the elderly OR institutionali? aged OR institutionali? elderly OR Female? OR wom?n OR gender OR kidney? fail? OR renal fail? OR kidney disease? OR renal disease? OR kidney dysfunction? OR renal dysfunction? OR diabetes OR alzheimer? OR senil? OR dementia OR drug? combin? OR pharmac? combin? OR polypharmac?) 

TOTAL NUMBER OF TITLES RETRIEVED: 256
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