Listing of Excluded Studies

All excluded articles listed below were reviewed in their full-text versions.  Following each reference, in italics, is the primary reason for exclusion and the question (Q) for which the article was considered.  If no Q is indicated, then the article was excluded a priori from the study for the reason given.  Reasons for exclusion pertain only to the usefulness of articles for this study and are not intended as criticisms of the articles per se.  “DA” indicates exclusion at the data abstraction stage.  For reference, the questions are:

Question 1a:  What is the reliability of new McDonald criteria (incorporating supplementary information form radiologic and laboratory studies including MRI, VEP, and CSF analyses) compared with long-term follow-up diagnosis of clinically definite MS according to the Poser criteria?

Question 1b:  What is the inter-rater reliability of diagnosis of MS according to Poser or McDonald criteria among neurologists or between neurologists and non-neurologist physicians? 

Question 2:  What clinical indicators, including particularly time-course of impairments, predict physical or mental impairment at 12 months?

Question 3a:  Among patients with MS, do current disease-modifying treatments result in long-term improvements in physical or mental outcomes compared to placebo or usual care?

Question 3b:  Among patients with MS, do treatments aimed at symptom management result in improvements in physical or mental outcomes compared to usual care?

Question 4:  Among individuals with MS, what physical, mental, laboratory, or radiographic findings have been associated with inability to work?

Question 5: Among individuals with MS, how does elevated temperature or other environmental factors impair the capacity to work?

**********
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Allanson J, Bass C, Wade DT. Characteristics of patients with persistent severe disability and medically unexplained neurological symptoms: a pilot study. J Neurol Neurosurg Psych 2002;73(3):307-9. Exclude-no MS patients specified
Allen K, Blascovich J. The value of service dogs for people with severe ambulatory disabilities. A randomized controlled trial. JAMA 1996;275(13):1001-6. Exclude-no MS patients specified
Alusi SH, Worthington J, Glickman S, et al. A study of tremor in multiple sclerosis. Brain 2001;124(Pt 4):720-30. Exclude-Q2-no long-term follow up
Alusi SH, Worthington J, Glickman S, et al. Evaluation of three different ways of assessing tremor in multiple sclerosis. J Neurol Neurosurg Psych 2000;68(6):756-60. Exclude-Q2-no long-term follow up
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Amato MP, Ponziani G. Quantification of impairment in MS: discussion of the scales in use [review]. Mult Scler 1999;5(4):216-9. Exclude-not relevant to study questions
Amato MP, Ponziani G. A prospective study on the prognosis of multiple sclerosis. Neurol Sci 2000;21(4 Suppl 2):S831-8. Exclude-Q2-wrong timeframe
Amato MP, Ponziani G, Rossi F, et al. Quality of life in multiple sclerosis: the impact of depression, fatigue and disability. Mult Scler 2001;7(5):340-4. Exclude-Q2-no long-term follow up
Aminoff MJ, Davis SL, Panitch HS. Serial evoked potential studies in patients with definite multiple sclerosis. Clinical relevance. Arch Neurol 1984;41(11):1197-202. Exclude-Q2-no analysis of predictors
Andersson PB, Waubant E, Gee L, et al. Multiple sclerosis that is progressive from the time of onset: clinical characteristics and progression of disability. Arch Neurol 1999;56(9):1138-42. Exclude-Q2-wrong timeframe
Andersson T, Siden A, Persson A. A comparison of clinical and evoked potential (VEP and median nerve SEP) evolution in patients with MS and potentially related conditions. Acta Neurol Scand 1991;84(2):139-45. Exclude-Q2-no physical or mental outcome reported
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 Arnold DL, Bouchard JP, Boyle CAJ, et al. Key issues in the diagnosis and treatment of multiple sclerosis-an overview. Neurology 2002;59(6):U2-S33. Exclude-review-background
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Doble SE, Fisk JD, Fisher AG, et al. Functional competence of community-dwelling persons with multiple sclerosis using the assessment of motor and process skills. Arch Phys Med Rehab 1994;75(8):843-51. Exclude-Q4-no measurement of work ability
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