Table 38  Study Quality for Studies Included in Evidence Table on Hearing

	ID
	Author
	Year
	Study Quality Scorea

	147
	Sorri
	1995
	4  (0,1,0,0,1,1,0,1)

	1255
	Fischler
	1985
	5  (1,1,0,0,1,1,1,0)

	1373
	Gravel
	1992
	5  (1,1,0,0,1,1,0,1)

	1435
	Harsten
	1993
	6  (1,1,1,0,1,1,1,0)

	1623
	Kaplan
	1973
	5  (1,1,0,0,1,1,1,0)

	2233
	Reed
	1967
	4  (1,1,0,0,0,1,0,1)

	2309
	Ryding
	1997
	5  (0,1,1,0,0,1,1,1)

	2854
	Zargi
	1992
	2  (1,0,0,0,0,1,0,0)


a The eight components of study quality score are:  (1) study cohort clearly defined; 

(2) subjects assembled at a uniform time point; (3) pathway of subject entry clearly 

described; (4) complete follow-up achieved; (5) withdrawals/drop-outs described; 

(6) objective outcomes used; (7) outcome assessment blinded; and (8) extraneous 

factors adjusted.  ‘1’ indicates presence and ‘0’ indicates absence.
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