Table 16:  Instructions for Reviewing Draft Evidence Report

Enclosed is a draft evidence report on the diagnosis and treatment of otitis media with effusion.  You may make your comments either directly on the draft evidence report, or on a separate sheet of paper.  If you choose to record your comments on a separate piece of paper, please use the page and paragraph number to identify to which part of the report your comments pertain.

We ask that you consider the following questions while you read this report.  We realized that some of the questions may not pertain to your area of expertise.  Please feel free to comment only on those that you feel most suited to answer.

1.  Overall  evaluation
Is it clear what we did?  You may agree or disagree with our methods, findings, or conclusions, but you should be able to understand what we did in order to produce this report.

2.  Methodology
Are the methods we used appropriate:

a) for identifying the key questions of interest from the panel of technical experts?

b) for searching and reviewing the identified literature?

c) for synthesizing the literature?

3.  Evidence

a)  Did we miss any crucial pieces of information in our literature search?

b)  Does the evidence support the conclusions?

4.  Utility
Would you find this information to be useful if you had to develop clinical practice guidelines or medical review criteria for diagnosis and treatment of otitis media with effusion in children?
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