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Table 9: Causal Pathway for Key Question 4 on Diagnostic Methods

What are the sensitivity, specificity, and predictive values for alternative methods of diagnosing OME compared with one of the gold standards? 








Patient  presents 


to health care provider





Patient correctly diagnosed with OME





Patient truly has OME





Patient incorrectly  diagnosed with OME





Patient truly does not have OME





Non-Condition Factors Influencing Diagnostic Performance:


age	of child		


OME laterality


age at first OM


anesthetic


developmental delay


type of examiner		





Diagnostic Methods:


signs/symptoms


non-pneumatic otoscopy


pneumatic otoscopy, validated vs un-validated examiner


binaural micro-tympanoscopy


portable tympanometer


professional tympanometer


quantitative tympanometry


acoustic reflectometry (specify model and year)


otoacoustic emissions


audiometry, air vs. bone conduction thresholds








Patient correctly diagnosed without OME





Patient incorrectly diagnosed without OME





Reference Standards:


tympanocentesis, sedated vs non-sedated


MRI


myringotomy, sedated vs non-sedated


validated Pneumatic otoscopy


CT Scan
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