

Table 28:  Misoprostol tablets versus PGE2 gel  

	Study


	Misoprostol Dose
	PGE2
Dose
	N
	% Postterm
	Statistically Significant Differences

	Buser, Mora, and Arias, 1997
	50 μg, posterior fornix
	0.5 mg, intracervical
	155
	35%
	Nonreassuring FHR tracing:  14% misoprostol vs. 0% PGE2
Time to delivery:  15.8 hours misoprostol vs. 24.2 hours PGE2
C-section for nonreassuring FHR:  25% misoprostol vs. 5% PGE2

	Chuck and Huffaker, 1995
	50 μg, posterior fornix
	0.5 mg, intracervical
	99
	18%
	Vaginal delivery with 24 hours:  100% misoprostol vs. 68% PGE2
Time to vaginal delivery:  11.4 hours misoprostol vs. 18.9 hours PGE2

	 QUOTE "(Fletcher, Mitchell, Frederick, et al., 1994)" 
Fletcher, Mitchell, Frederick, et al., 1994

	100 μg, posterior fornix
	3 mg, posterior fornix
	63
	33%
	None

	Gottschall, Borgida, Mihalek, et al., 1997
	100 μg, posterior fornix
	5 mg, posterior fornix
	75
	40%
	Time to vaginal delivery:  31.3 hours misoprostol vs. 58.5 hours PGE2

	Herabutya, Prasertsa-wat, and Pokpirom, 1992
	100 μg, posterior fornix
	1.5 mg, intracervical
	110
	34%
	None

	 QUOTE "(Howarth, Funk, Steytler, et al., 1996)" 
Howarth, Funk, Steytler, et al., 1996

	100 μg, posterior fornix
	1 mg, posterior fornix
	72
	42% misoprostol, 25% PGE2
	C-sections: 17% misoprostol vs. 42% PGE2
Delivery within 12 hours: 83% misoprostol vs. 36% PGE2
Tachysystole: 39% misoprostol vs. 8% PGE2

	 QUOTE "(Kadanali, Küçüközkan, Zor, et al., 1996)" 
Kadanali, Küçüközkan, Zor, et al., 1996

	100 μg, posterior fornix
	Dose not specified
	224
	41%
	Time to delivery: 9.2 hours misoprostol vs. 15.2 PGE2
Cesarean section for failed induction: 6.3% misoprostol vs. 13.4% PGE2

	Mundle and Young, 1996
	50 μg, upper vagina
	0.5 mg, intracervical or 1-2 mg, intravaginal 
	222
	78%
	Time from induction to delivery:  753 minutes misoprostol vs. 941 minutes PGE2

	Varaklis, Gumina, and Stubblefield, 1995
	25 μg, intravaginal
	0.5 mg, intracervical
	69
	Not stated
	Time to vaginal delivery:  15.7 hours misoprostol vs. 20.7 hours PGE2

	Wing, Jones, Rahall, et al., 1995
	50 μg, posterior fornix
	0.5 mg, intracervical
	135
	10%
	Time to vaginal delivery:  903 minutes misoprostol vs. 1411 minutes PGE2
Vaginal delivery within 24 hours:  70.6% misoprostol vs. 47.8% PGE2
Tachysystole:  36.7% misoprostol vs. 11.9% PGE2
Need for neonatal resuscitation:  22.1% misoprostol vs. 7.5% PGE2
Meconium aspiration:  4.4% misoprostol vs. 1.5% PGE2 

	Wing, Rahall, Jones, et al., 1995
	25 μg, posterior fornix
	0.5 mg, intracervical
	275
	16%
	Time to vaginal delivery:  1323 minutes misoprostol vs. 1532 minutes PGE2
Vaginal delivery with 24 hours:  65.5% misoprostol vs. 41.4% PGE2
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