Table 3.
Criteria for Determining Disability in Speech and Language Disorders:  Study Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 

	Category 
	Criteria

	Study Population
	Humans, Children, Adolescents, and Adults (ages 18 to 62) 

	Evaluation Tools
	Adult Language: Boston Diagnostic Aphasia Examination, 2nd Edition; Porch Index of Communicative Ability; Western Aphasia Battery

Child Language: Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals, 3rd Edition (CELF-3); CELF-3 Spanish Edition; CELF-3 Preschool; Test of Language Development-Primary, 3rd Edition; Test of Language Development-Intermediate, 3rd Edition; Preschool Language Scale, 3rd Edition (English); Preschool Language Scale, 3rd Edition (Spanish); Test of Pragmatic Language

Adult Speech: Assessment of Intelligibility; Dysarthria Examination Battery; Stuttering Severity Instrument for Children and Adults, 3rd Edition

Child Speech: Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation, 2nd Edition; Stuttering Severity Instrument for Children and Adults, 3rd Edition; Phonological Process Analysis

Voice:  GRBAS (Grade, Rough, Breathy, Aesthenic, Strain) Scale; Multidimensional Voice Profile; Voice Handicap Index

	Study Setting
	Inpatient and outpatient settings, communities, schools

	Outcomes Measured
	Reliability (internal consistency, test-retest, inter- and intra-rater) 

Validity (content, construct, concurrent [convergent and divergent/discriminant] 

Predictive validity (for future communicative functioning), and normative data for particular populations (children or adults ages 18-62) 

Cognitive impairments (normal, borderline normal, mentally retarded, learning disabled)

Hearing impairments, language, or cultural issues (English- versus non-English speaking)

Exclude studies evaluating the efficacy or effectiveness of interventions/treatment of speech and/or language disorders

	Time Period
	Depends on when the evaluation tool(s) were developed and validated

	Geographic Site of Study
	Exclude based on language of publication.  Normative data must be from the United States

	Publication Languages
	English only

	Admissible Evidence

(Study Design and Other Criteria)
	Randomized controlled trial (RCT)—double, single-blinded, and cross-over

Non-RCT—nonequivalent control group designs, cohort studies (prospective and retrospective), case-control studies, psychometric evaluations

Other designs (meta-analysis, meta-regression, cross-design synthesis, review article for reference list searches)

Sample size:  (20 subjects per analysis group
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