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Foreword

To the Senate and the House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress Assembled:

This Annual Report highlights the accomplishments of the Department of Justice in 1997, reflecting the
dedication and expertise of the Department’s employees and their commitment to the principles of justice and
fair treatment for all Americans.

In Fiscal Year 1997, we continued to make America safer and provide a better environment for all Ameri-
cans through support of anti-crime initiatives, partnerships with community law enforcement, greater border
security, continued protection of civil and environmental rights, and better ways of doing business that make
the Department more efficient and productive.

Marshaling our law enforcement resources to make America safe remained a top priority in 1997. The
Department continued to put in place aggressive programs and initiatives to vigorously pursue and prosecute
those who commit terrorist acts, domestic violence and violence against women, juvenile crime, and crimes and
violence related to drugs and gangs. We also worked effectively to dismantle drug trafficking organizations
both at home and abroad, to keep drugs from infiltrating our borders and communities.

Again in 1997, the Community Oriented Policing Services program exceeded all expectations by awarding
grants to State and local law enforcement agencies to add or redeploy more than 65,000 police officers and
sheriff's deputies, working towards the President’s goal of 100,000 cops on the beat by the year 2000.

Legislation introduced in 1997 sought to expand and produce new programs to improve juvenile justice and
victims’ rights, stem the flow of firearms, stop domestic violence, and address immigration problems. We expect
continued consideration and action on a number of crime-related legislative proposals during the second
session of Congress.

As part of our comprehensive program under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Department
continued to open up the mainstream of American life to people with disabilities, entering several landmark
settlement agreements that will serve as models for ADA compliance throughout the country. We also continued
to defend Indian rights and advance environmental justice and international environmental protection.

The Department has restructured many of its internal processes to better exercise responsible stewardship
over the Department’s budget, disbursements, and financial management and accounting systems. In 1998, we

will continue our commitment to the American people to wisely use our resources to further the goal of making
America a safe, free, and just society.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Reno
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Glossary

Matter - Referrals from other federal agencies; investigative
matters opened by U.S. Attorneys.

Case - Investigative matters which were accepted for
prosecution and resulted in indictment.

Terminated - Investigative matters which were not accepted
for prosecution by U.S. Attorneys; prosecution
declined/insufficient evidence to indict defendant(s).

Matter Def Count - Number of defendants in referred
matters.

Matter Receive Count - Number of matters/referrals.

Matter Def Pend Count - Number of defendants in
referrals pending resolution; resolution can be either
the opening of a case (indictment) or a declination

(termination).

Matter Pend Count - Number of investigative matters
pending resolution.

Matter Def Term Count - Number of defendants in
terminated/ declined matters (matters not accepted

for prosecution).

Matter Term Count - Number of investigative matters
declined prosecution.

Case File Def Count - Number of indicted defendants.
Case File Count - Number of indictments.

Case Pend Def Count - Number of defendants in cases
pending resolution.

Case Pend Count - Number of cases pending resolution.

Case Term Def Count - Number of defendants in concluded
cases.
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Case Term Count - Number of cases concluded.

Guilty Pleas - Number of defendants who pled guilty.
Disposed by Trial - Number of defendants who went to trial.
Guilty Verdict - Number of defendants found “Guilty” at trial.
Acquittal - Number of defendants found “Not Guilty” at trial.

Dismissed - Number of defendants whose case was
dismissed at trial.

Other Term - Number of defendants whose cases terminated
other than with a verdict or dismissal (i.e., change of plea).
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