
ALUMINUM 151

3. CHEMICAL AND PHYSICAL INFORMATION

CHEMICAL IDENTITY

Aluminum appears in the second row of Group III of the periodic table. It generally has two oxidation

states: Al(O) and Al(+3). Because of its high reactivity, aluminum is not found as the free metal in

nature. Information regarding the chemical identity of aluminum and compounds is located in Table 3- 1.

PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES

Information regarding the physical and chemical properties of aluminum is located in Table 3-2. In

addition to the compounds listed in Table 3-2, aluminum in the form or alumina (Al2O3), combined with

silica and other chemical compounds is a major component of clay minerals (Dombrowski 1993; Sennett

1993). The large number of types of clays and the variability in their composition make it impossible to

include in this document.














































