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FOREWORD
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Cancer among children is a substantial public concern. Each year in the United States,
approximately 12,400 children and adolescents younger than 20 years of age are diag-
nosed with cancer.  Approximately 2,300 children and adolescents die of cancer each
year, which makes cancer the most common cause of disease-related mortality for chil-
dren 1-19 years of age. This monograph assembles under one cover the most detailed
information available on the incidence of childhood cancer in the United States. These
population-based data will be extremely important in furthering our understanding of
the variations in childhood cancer by histologic type and primary site and the variations
in incidence of these cancers over time. The monograph provides information about
childhood cancer incidence and mortality rates that can enhance the level of public
discourse, and it can be used in planning research that will help us to better understand
these cancers and their causes.

Unlike adult cancers that are usually tabulated by primary site, the childhood cancers
are more meaningfully grouped by histologic type and primary site based on the recently
developed International Classification of Childhood Cancer (ICCC).  The monograph
details incidence for 1975-1995 and survival by ICCC group and by patient demographic
characteristics.  For each of the major ICCC groups, information on known risk factors is
also presented.

The monograph emphasizes not only ICCC group but also age as important factors in
childhood cancer incidence.  The cancers discussed include those occurring in children
younger than 15 years of age as well as those occurring in adolescents up to age 19 years.
Some cancers such as neuroblastoma and hepatoblastoma have highest rates among
infants and young children, while others such as Hodgkin’s disease, germ cell tumors
(e.g., testicular cancer) and bone cancers have higher rates among adolescents.  It is
important that different distributions of cancer types by age be considered when re-
search programs are developed to improve outcomes for children and adolescents with
cancer.

I would like to thank and congratulate the scientists at the National Cancer Institute
(NCI) and at the various universities and institutions across the United States who
collaborated to make this monograph possible including the Epidemiology and Cancer
Control Strategy Group of the NCI-supported Children’s Cancer Group, which provided
the review of risk factors.  I would also like to thank all of the individuals who make the
SEER Program a reality: staff members of the SEER population-based registries, Infor-
mation Management Services, Inc., and NCI. It is through their diligence that these data
have been collected, analyzed, and interpreted. The monograph highlights the impor-
tance of the SEER Program as a national resource. I believe that this document will
prove to be a seminal reference work on childhood cancer for scientists, policy makers
and the public.  All of us look forward to the extensive use of this information and the
stimulation of scientific thought that it will engender and ultimately, the reduction of
cancer incidence and mortality in children.

Richard D. Klausner, M.D.
Director
National Cancer Institute
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