Part IV - Itens of General |nterest

Proposed Fornms W8 (Certificate of Foreign Status of Beneficial
Owmner for United States Tax Wthhol ding), W8A (Foreign Person’s
Claimof Income Effectively Connected Wth the Conduct of a Trade
or Business in the United States), W8B (Certification for United
States Tax Wthhol ding for Foreign Governnents and Ot her Foreign
Organi zations), and W8C (Certificate of Internmediary for United
States Tax Wt hhol di ng)

Announcenent 98-15

The Internal Revenue Service announces that it is requesting
comments fromthe public on proposed new Forns W38, WB8A WS8B,
W8C. These forns are being devel oped as a result of final
regul ati ons published on Cctober 14, 1997, relating to the

wi t hhol di ng of incone tax under sections 1441, 1442, and 1443 on
certain U S. source incone paid to foreign persons. T.D. 8734,
62 F.R 53387; 1997-44 | .R B. 5. These regul ations, which
provide for the use of several wthholding certificates, wll be
effective January 1, 1999.

Form W8 (Certificate of Foreign Status of Beneficial Omer for
United States Tax Wthhol ding) would be provided to a w thhol di ng
agent or payer by a beneficial owner of certain types of incone
to establish foreign status, to claimthat such person is the
beneficial owner of the incone for which the formis being

furni shed, and if applicable, to claima reduced rate of, or
exenption from wthholding as a resident of a foreign country
with which the United States has an incone tax treaty.

Form W 8A (Foreign Person’s Claimof Incone Effectively Connected
Wth the Conduct of a Trade or Business in the United States)
woul d be provided to a w thhol ding agent or payer by a foreign
person claimng that certain incone is effectively connected with
t he conduct of a trade or business in the United States.

Form W8B (Certification for United States Tax Wthhol ding for
Forei gn Governnents and Ot her Foreign Organizations) would be
provided to a wi thhol di ng agent or payer by a foreign governnent,
I nternational organization, foreign central bank of issue, or
forei gn tax-exenpt organization to claimthat such organization
I's the beneficial owner of the incone for which the formis being
furnished, and if applicable, to claima reduced rate of, or
exenption from wthholding as a resident of a foreign country
with which the United States has an incone tax treaty.

Form W8C (Certificate of Intermediary for United States Tax
W t hhol di ng) woul d be provided to a w thhol di ng agent or payer by
an internediary either to nmake representations regarding the
status of beneficial owners of the anpbunt paid or to transmt



appropriate docunentation to the w thhol di ng agent.

Thi s announcenent provides draft copies of proposed Forns W8,
WB8A, WS8B, and W8C. The forns are being issued wthout the

I nstructions so that w thhol ding agents can adapt their systens
to conply with the regulations. Based on comments, the forns may
be revised, and together with instructions, will be re-issued for
further comment as part of the OVB approval process.

The RS would like to receive comments on these proposed draft
forms fromall interested persons by April 8, 1998. Please send
comments to Chairman, Tax Forns Coordinating Commttee, Interna
Revenue Service, T:FP, Room 5577, 1111 Constitution Avenue N W,
Washi ngton D. C. 20224.



