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THE SOVIET ESTABLISHMENT IN KARLSHORST COMPOUND IN gasT BERLIN

’ The main Symbol of the of the embassy and trade del- ~
Soviet occupation of Berlin is. egation., The Soviet Embassy
the Komndutuu--the headquar- itsel? ig a0t in the compound

tars of the USSR's Berlin gar- but is located on Unterden ~
' rison--headed by Maj. Gen, Linden near the Bnndenburg =~
‘Nikolad Feodorovich Zakharov Gate, Responaibiuty for the

, in the 160-acre ‘Karlshorst com- over-all physical security of

’ pound in Ragt Berlin, Alge lo- the compound is vested in the
cated there are the headguarters Bast German Ministry for State
of the Soviet state acggtty or- | Security (M£S) ,

gsanization (KGB), the com-

munications regiment, certain Kommandatura

Soviet uilitary intelligence —ee———

GRU) ‘units, and housing for a11 The Kommandaturs exerciges

major Soviet units stationed in all Soviet quadripartite re-
East Berlin, ;ncluding elements 8Sponsibilities over Berlin ang
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access thereto, including con-
trol of the checkpoints at
Babelsberg and Marienborn at

the eastern and western ends

of the autobahn, Its withdraw-
al from the city would therefore
presumably indicate that the So-
viet functions there were being
transferred to the East Germans
and might be the prelude to the
legal incorporation of Bast Ber-
1lin into East Germany,

Soviet staff headquarters
is located in the so-called
Marshal House, Nearby are the
Kommandatura communications
center, administrative and sup-
ply offices of the garrison, and
& field branch of the Soviet
State Bank (Gosbank). A Military
Prosecutors Office is also at-
tached to the Kommandatura. Out-
side the compound thers is a
Soviet officers' club; inside,
there is a stadium, a swimming
pool and gym facilities, and

.an officers' mess.

“.In addition, .a military

clinic under the general direc-

.._tion of the Central Military
. Hospital at Berlin-Oberschoene-

‘welde provides medical care not .

only to Soviet troops but to mem-

' bers of the embassy and- trade

delegation. The Kommandatura
also maintains a hotel, a bach-
elor officers' quarters, and an
apartment buildiang, and there is
2 hunt elub for military and

- ¢dvilian personnel.

The group of Soviet mil-~

litary advisers to the Bast Ger-

man People's Army residing in
the compound has been in the
process of dissolution in re-
cent months,and mostof these officers
reportedly have returned to the
USSR, 8imilarly, the group of
Soviet Ministry of Interior (¥VD)
officers attached to the MfS is
being disbanded.

Guard functions for mil~
itary headquarters are furnished
by the Soviet 133rd Independent
Guard Battalion, which also pro-
vides guards for Spandau prison
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and for maintaining coantrol on
the US-Soviet sector border.

In recent months Moscow
has made various preparations
which will permit the withdrawal
of the Kommandatura with 1ittle
or no further notice. It has,
however, also taken steps to
provids cover under which cer-
tain Soviet units--notably the
KGB and GRU--could continue to
function within the compound.
Military units have not with-
drawn, and construction in prog-
ress outside the city--such as
the high=priority building proj-~
ect in the neighborhood of Ber-
nau and Wandlitz--has not been
specifically identified for the
use of Kommandatura elements.
On the other hand, the units’
have not yet received their 1959
funds for the maintenance of
property and housing, and even
the commanders reportedly do not
‘know what to efpoct.

: Soviet long-distance tele-
phone exchange facilities in
Karlshorst, operated by Soviet
military personnel, reportedly
are to be dismantled in the near
future and removed to an unid
tified location., There is somg
evidence that the Soviet Embasky
expects to take over this func-
tion from the Kommandatura when
the withdrawal occurs,

8°viet Military Intelligence

Since 1957 the USSR has
sharply cut the number of GRU
installations in Karlshorst,
until at present the only major
units remaining are the Agent
Operations Section and what are
believed to be combined elements
of the Strategic Intelligence
Rezidentura, naval intelligence,
and an intelligence advisory
group, GRU reportedly intends
to move part of its staff to the
headquarters of the Soviet Group
of Forces in Germany (GSFG) in
Wuensdorf but will leave as
many operational personnel as
possible under cover of the mil-
itary attaché section of the
Soviet Embassy.
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Embassy and Trade Delegation

The Soviet Embassy in Eagt
Berlin, while outside the com-
pound, has several installa-
tions and extensive
facilities inside.
clude the Lux Hotel, used for
VIP housing; the Volga Hotel;

a motor pool; a house ©of culture,
which supervises the Dram The-
ater; an amusement area in

Letay Park; a £ilm storage and
distribution center; and a 1i-
Hoadquarters of the
Communist party and
-union organizations, both
embassy connected, are also
located here
embass
and
the compound'
.and vocationa

The t

y maintains an elementary

dary school outside -
and & kindergarten
1 schools inside. - -

rade delegation, 1ike
Y, has its main of-
Unter den' Linden and, -
exception of the 1iai- .
suuth urani-

‘um-mining company, only housing =
. And support units are located
within the Karlshorst
The liaison office's
is to assure swift an
terrupted. deliveries from the -

Wismuth mines to the USSR.

“.24ces on
with the

compound.
function
d unin-

There is every indication
that these civilian installa-
tions will remain 1in the com-
pound, although cext
may be n:dc in physi 1 "
rangements., For example, the
Volga Hotel Teportedly was re-
leased to East German author-
ities on 1 March, but its
restaurant stil) functions un~
anagement, Fur-
the Dram Theater has
expensive new movie
suggeating that

intention of with-
Finally, there have
rt8 that the trade

cal ar-

projector,

there is no
drawing,

been repo
delegation is to by
the embassy
The delegat
already bee
that of the
compound,

In'addition, the |

~0ffice, ine

" ~in-the

1959

KGB Rezidentura
===2%2dentura

KGB installations dot the
Karlshorst compound. The four-
story -Rezidentura-~the former
8t, Antonius Hospital--houses
all the elements necessary for
& self-contained intelligence
unit, It is surrounded by a
special fence and is under the
surveillance of KGB-controlled
Soviet Subsidiary to
rS are various
istrative and
including a
» and a motor

other KGB admin
housing units,
clinic, a hotel
pool,

atelligence
located adjacent
tary Prosecutor's
ludes a section re-
sponsible for the loyalty and.
security of Soviet forces in
‘the Berlin garri on. Certain
KGB advisers lttEched to ufs
“headquarters als aaintain of-
fices there and 1ive in the
“‘compound. KGB communications
“dnstallations are believed to
be housed at three points, one
within the Kommandatura head-
quarters area, another on R
th:eluatruu, and the third,

KGB administrative sec- +
tion on Frankestrasse.

There have been reports

e KOB will vacate .
zidentura and nove its
1 administra-
and communica-
8actions out of Berlin to
A German source
Trecently stated that communica-
tions personnel had been moved
out of the Frankestrasse unit

lt’o an unidentified location.

gesats
facilities MRy move t
Bernau~-Wandlits site,

In recent weeks, the KGB
appears to have taken steps to
Place some of its services un-
der cover. Effective 1 April
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PART 111 PATTERNS AND

PERSPECTIVES Page 3 of 16

257



(Continued)

ey SERET

|
CURRENT INTELLIGENCE WEEKLY SUMMARY

7 May 1959

the administrative section re-~
portedly instructed German ‘firms
and public utilities to address
'bills to the Soviet Embassy but
gave an address in the compound.
During the first quarter of 1959,
some 35 apartments were released
by the KGB to the Mf8., S8ince
there was no indication that

the Soviet families had moved
out, it appears that some KGB .
personnel, at least, may con-
tinue under Mf8 cover.

Concurrently, in order to
tighten security, .the KGB of-
fices have dismissed their Ger-
man employees. Some of the
work formerly done by Germans
in the motor pool will be per- -
formed by Soviet personnel, and
cleaning and Janitoring respon-
-8ibilities are to be carried
out by Soviet rather tian Ger-
.man women., . :

Becurity Precautions

. Karlshorst compound is

high which was repaired last
year at considerable expense;
this fence is patrolled by
well-armed MfS guards, At
night these guards extend their
patrols into the compound area,
but they no longer are accom-
panied by dogs. The compound
can be entered through either
the main vehicle entrance on
Waldow Allee or- through cer-
tain other approved gates; a
pass is required with a dif-
ferent document for the var-
ious categories.of Soviet and
East German personnel.

An intensive screening of
all East German employees was
begun last year, and in recent

'weeks Soviet authorities have °

been sharply redacing the num-
ber of German employees in .the
compound. Some individuals who
had worked for Soviet author-
ities since 1945 have been dis-
missed,” and a ell-integrated
System of MfS informers has
been established among the re-

“'surrounded by a fence six feet maining German employees,
. . o : * (SECRET NOFORN) -
* * * q
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