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the Central Intelligance Agency.
Date L{Il{ ,q‘(
G. Berlin 'l‘unnel.‘ .- we el N
Soviet disco;e;.w}-of a tunnel in the Alg:qlieﬁ:.,.
icke section of East Berlin allegedly on 22 April
1956 put an end to a mos aginative CIA-MI-6 op-
eration against the us.w CIA and MI-6 personnel
had tapped into the main telephone and teleg:a.ph
lines of the Soviet forces betwean Moscow and Berlin

and trunk lines beiween .Berlin.and major East German

cities. The tunnel was about 500 yards long and was
constructed from a position just inside the US sec-
tor in extreme south Berlin. CEENNSEEENENENE.

G - Mr. .George: Blake, the HI-G office: and
KGB, agent admitted at his-investigation that he had

.
. ne

st

e an b . . e ey - oo,

i

informed his KGB ,p;incipals of Allied planning for {;a
the tunnel in which he was a participant prior to
his early 1955 departure for Berlin. Because of

v

the worthwhile information developed from the opera-

R e e a a e

tion on the Allied side, it is presumed that the
Soviets were faced with either stopping a potentially

e, s ey, o

- harmful operation and losing a valuable penetration

srzg&'r . 4-
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agent in Blake or else in protecting Blake and
risking unauthorized disclosure of classified in-—"
formation. They chose the latter course and alloﬁeq
it to run apparently unimpeded from May 1955 to Ap:il
1956 when a Soviet maintenance crew “"found" the tun-
nel. )
Analysis of the telephone traffic soon re-
v vealed that of the telephone lines tapped, 25 car-
ried RIS chnversations, mostly of the GRU and of
the RU units attached to various units of the Group
of Soviet Forces Germany (GSFC). --The CI product

“

from the operation consisted primarily of the iden- ~
tifications .of-over 350 GRU and RU‘officers in East’

L L
| .

Ge any . another 300 KGB officers in East Germany
and the USSR, and GRU officers in the USSR. The

operation developed a tota]. of about 2,000 names of

CI interest. The tap also had the effect of identi-
fying Soviet intelligence units by number and loca- o
tion in East Germany. ) ;

- FI/D initially was responsible  for processing
the voice circuits containing RIS conversations. 1In
January 1958 theb? componet was formally '
‘ " attached to SR/CI/ Research and Support (R&S) where
l» ~ 208 - ’
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reports on the RIé were issued and summaries were
" made of RIS informaticn-for the SR/CI/R&S files.
The project was completed in late 1958. . -
. Aside from the large number of RIS otficers
exposed as a result of the Tunnel ope:atiou there -
was also developed direct information on Soviet in-
taliigence o:ganization:. For example, iengthy
collated reports were dissemiuated as a :esult of
the '.l'nnnel operation on: KGB radio i.nte:cept capa-»
bilities " in the Be:lin ‘area; pe:soml of the GRU
“ headquarta:s in Moscow; talephone numbets. addresaes,
.and field posf.‘_ numbers of RIS units in East Germany;
personnel andé::ganization of the Potsdam headquar-
ters of the xé*é ‘mj.rd_ (Counterintelligence in the

»

So_viet Armed Forces) Directorate; and organization,
cases, liaison, security, t:';adecrift, and adminis-
tration of the Operations Department of the KGB's
Directorate of Special Departments in Potsdam.

There also was produced a collated study of the or-
ganization and pPersonnel of the KGB headquarters-
the organization ang activities of the KGB advisors
to the MfS Main Department I; personnel and location

of GRU and GSFG Ry communications units; and Soviet

- 209 -
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civil installations in the German Democratic Republic

(GDR) including a report on the handling of Soviet
:eplatx:iates at the Berlin consulate. This informa-
tion was of course all current to April 1956. - .
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