VII-15:

633

—

* -f:s‘ . . . - ' . ° #‘I/ 1
) EoOufvnaBalinRiel T ﬁ-_q
T5f 185467~
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENRCY
. FFICE (F. RATIONAL ESTIMATES_.
1. L ) 23 Octoder 1962
) MENCRANDUM FCR THE DIRSCICR .
! SUBJECT: Survivability of West Rerlin®
b v ASSMITION: SOVIET BLOCKADE OF WEST BERLIN IN
f - RETALIATION FCR US ACTIONS IN CUBA
TOTTTTTTTTT 3. Vest Berlin 4s ecovcuically prepored for a total blockade.
Ve eatimate that exieting stocks of critical itess are sufficient
’ . %o vaintain the physical vell-being of-the West Borlin populsticn
i for at least six wonths. - With respcet to particular ;ategorlu.ot e
critical supplieg ve estimte:. —. ...
FOO; At least six wonths (vith eelective rationdmg) ... .- - :
) FUEL: . About-Lyear == =._- 17
o (Coa1)
f . MEDJCINES: ™ Six wooths
INDUSTRIAL MATERIAL: Sufficient to maintain ewploy-
pept for &-5 wmonths,
h ’ # 9hle wemorandum has been coordinated with the represcutative
) : of the Director of Yitelligence end Rescarch, Departzent of
T e s . State, and the Director, Defense Intelligence Agencye
.
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2. The critical factor, hovever, is not physical or economic
but psychological, Everything would depend oo the context of the
Soviet wove, and how quickly snd forcefully the US rcacted, A total
and uncontested blockade would cause the West Berlipers to lose all
hope in a matter of weeks. A blockade contested by 8 successful
afrlift would probedbly relieve mtﬁjl apprebeneion and svstain
morale for a fev months. Over a longer period, however, morale.
would deterforate rapidly in tbe abeence of a yeasonable expestation
that the US would break the blockade. The West Berliner's would be-

. come extraorumrﬁy sensitive to, and suspicious of any indication
from eitber side that the Cuban crisis might produce an accommodation

at their expense.
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