
7 FAM 170  COMMUNICATIONS 
(TL:CON-1  4-15-83) 

It is important that the proper standardized format be followed in transmitting direct relay 
telegrams on welfare and whereabouts matters in order to facilitate retransmission via 
commercial facilities without retyping and with a minimum of review.  For more detailed 
information, see introductory chapter, section 7 FAM 035 . 

The sample Direct Relay telegrams shown in Exhibits 7 FAM 171  Exhibit 171 and 7 FAM 
172  Exhibit 172 are typical of overseas citizens-oriented cases with which a post is most 
likely to become involved.  The text of these sample messages, although recommended, 
are not mandatory unless otherwise stated. 

7 FAM 171  WELFARE AND WHEREABOUTS 
RESPONSE 
See 7 FAM 171  Exhibit 171 for a sample of a basic response to an inquiry which 
concerned parents have addressed to the Embassy of Consulate, either through the 
Department or directly.  Note the phrase “ask you be advised” in the text of this message, 
which automatically indicates that the necessary Privacy Act authorization has been 
obtained. 

7 FAM 172  INTERIM WELFARE AND 
WHEREABOUTS REPORT 
Interim reports, although negative in nature, reassure concerned family or friends in the 
United States that a search for a missing person is in progress (see 7 FAM 172  Exhibit 
172 ).  Reasonably timed interim reports may also forestall increased inquiries or other 
pressures on the Department or post. 

7 FAM 173  THROUGH 179 UNASSIGNED 



7 FAM 171  Exhibit 171 

Sample of Post Telegram Responding to Welfare and 
Whereabouts Inquiry 

 



7 FAM 172  Exhibit 172 

Sample of Post Interim Report on Welfare and 
Whereabouts Case 

 



 


