7 FAM 1220 PREPARATION OF
CERTIFICATE OF LOSSOF
NATIONALITY (CLN)

(TL:CON-5; 3-30-84)

7/ FAM 1221 DEVELOPMENT AT POST OF
POTENTIAL LOSSOF CITIZENSHIP CASES

a. The consular officer is required to gather evidence in all cases involving possible
loss of citizenship and to submit certain categories of cases, including all those in which
loss of citizenship is believed to have occurred, to the Department br a decision. A
decision that a person has, in fact, lost U.S. citizenship may not be made at post but only,
in accordance with Section 358 INA, may be made by the Department. Posts should
transmit the facts upon which the decision will be made to the Department by either
telegram or memorandum. The Department’s decision to make a finding that loss of
citizenship has occurred is evidenced by its approval of a Certificate of Loss of Nationality
(CLN) in the person’s name.

b. When a consular officer finds that all elements necessary to establish loss of
citizenship are present or the citizen has unequivocally admitted in writing an intent to lose
citizenship, the officer completes and sends a CLN to the Department (see sample form in
7 FAM 1221 Exhibit 1221b ). Uncontested cases are those in which the performance of
the act, its voluntariness, and its performance with the requisite intent to relinquish
citizenship are not in dispute.

c. In addition to sending to the Department for approval all uncontested cases, as
required by section 7 FAM 1221 b, the consular officer must develop and send to the
Department all cases arising under certain potentially expatriating statutes, as discussed in
section 7 FAM 1218.1 c. These consist of the statutory acts named in section 7 FAM
1218.1 a.

d. Contested cases involving the statutory acts listed in section 7 FAM 1217.2 need
not be referred to the Department but may be resolved at post, as outlined in section 7
FAM 1217.3.

e. When a decision has been made at post to prepare a CLN, an original and 3 copies
should be completed. The original and 2 copies should be submitted to the Department (to
the appropriate geographic area of CA/OCS/CCS) under cover of a memorandum. The
other copy should be retained at post.

f. If the post requires an urgent decision. it may choose to telegraph the facts, an
analysis, and recommendation to the Department. If sufficient information is provided, the
Department will telegraph back to post whether a CLN will be approved in the case.

7/ FAM 1222 DEPARTMENT HANDLING OF
CLNS

a. Upon receipt of a loss of citizenship case from a post, the Department will decide
whether the CLN will be approved. If a finding is made that loss of citizenship has not
occurred, the post will be notified, usually by telegram, and should so inform the individual.



b. If the Department considers the evidence sufficient to hold loss of citizenship, the
post will be advised and a copy of the approved CLN sent to it for forwarding to the person
concerned. Because of the importance attached to showing that the person was so
notified, the consular officer must create a record establishing that the person received a
copy of the CLN, by a memorandum showing hand delivery of the copy to the expatriate or
a registered mail receipt showing proof of delivery to the person who signed the receipt.
Evidence that the expatriate received a copy of the CLN should be sent to the Department.

7/ FAM 1223 THROUGH 1229 UNASSIGNED



7 FAM 1221 Exhibit 1221b

Sample of the Certificate of L oss Nationality of the United

States
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sample of the Certificate of Loss of Nationality of the United States
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Sample of the Certificate of Loss of Nationality of the United Siates — Continued
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APFPEAL PROCEDURES
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Appellige Rewiew in the Daparement of Stace. The regularians goveming appeals are
ser forth mt Tide 22 Cade of Federal Regulatans, Seedans 50, 60 - 307 2 The
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