

Evidence Table 10

Question 4 Sentinel Node Biopsy Study Characteristics
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Total
39
5,900
27
3,182
27
3,182
2,909
91.4
1,089
37.4
1,184
84
2.9

VB only
7
506
6
462
6
462
385
83.3
148
38.4
160
9
2.3

RCM only
12
1,524
9
1,275
9
1,275
1,191
93.4
409
34.3
447
39
3.3

Both VB and RCM
20
3,866
12
1,439
12
1,439
1331
92.5
532
40.0
577
36
2.7

Location described*
17
1,443
10
504
4
158
144
91.1
49
34.0
53
3
2.1

Size described*
16
2,707
10
716
3
191
153
80.1
61
39.9
69
5
3.3

History of breast surgery* 
13
1,064
8
672
5
373
315
84.5
107
34.0
122
6
1.9
















VB = vital blue dye














RCM = radiocolloid mapping














ALND = axillary lymph node dissection














k= Number of studies. n= Number of patients. 






Sentinel node detected, sentinel node positive, axillary node positive, sentinel node false negative pertain only to 














     studies in which all patients had full ALND





























* For these rows, the k and n are lower in the "sentinel node detected" column than the "ALND on all patients"














column, because studies that reported ALND on all patients did not always distinguish tumor location, size, 














or surgical history.
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