Table 3.
Electronic Databases for Literature Searches

	Database
	Description

	MEDLINE®
	MEDLINE®, maintained by the National Library of Medicine (NLM), is the premier bibliographic database.  Its 9.2 million records (with 31,000 new records added weekly) contain articles from more than 3,800 international biomedical journals (some chapters and articles from selected monographs are found in earlier years) covering the field of medicine, nursing dentistry, veterinary medicine, and the preclinical sciences.  MEDLINE® contains citations for articles published in all languages from 1966 through the present; these citations are searchable, using NLM's controlled vocabulary, MeSH (Medical Subject Headings).  For articles published in a foreign language, English abstracts are provided for 76 percent.

	Cochrane Collaboration Resources
	Among the Cochrane Collaboration resources are the Cochrane Controlled Trials Register, an electronic database providing reference information on RCTs and other controlled clinical trials in health care. Studies appearing in this database are part of systematic reviews conducted by various Cochrane Collaborative Review groups; all their studies have been reviewed for quality and additional information has been obtained from the original authors or through hard searches of the literature. The Cochrane Library houses the York Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effectiveness (DARE), which provides access to structured abstracts of systematic reviews, American College of Physicians Journal Club abstracts, abstracts of reports prepared by the members of the International Network of Agencies for Health Technology Assessment, and other systematic reviews.

	Health Economic Evaluations Database (HEED)
	HEED provides structured summaries (reviews) of more than 20,000 articles appearing in the literature relevant to the economic assessment of health technologies.  Each month electronic databases, leading journals and academic/government center publication lists are searched for relevant articles.  An expert panel of academic reviewers complete the reviews of articles meeting specific inclusion criteria for cost analyses
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