Studies of Effectiveness of Decision Aids for Treatment:  Case series design

Evidence Table 5.23a:  Gramlich (1998) General Characteristics 

	Author/Study purpose
	Design/Quality indicators
	Clinical situation
	Intervention
	Sample
	Outcomes

	Gramlich E, 1998
Country:

USA

RefMan ID:

883

Study purpose

To improve the quality of treatment for breast cancer patients in Hawaii


	Study design:

Case series

Blinding of outcome assessment:

Not used

Followup:

NR

Duration of the study:

Total duration of the study: 32 months

Duration for an individual patient: 6 months


	Setting:

Outpatient

Type of cancer: 

Breast

Type of decision: 

Treatment (primary, adjuvant)

Model of decisionmaking:

( Shared as stated by authors 

( Not clear as determined by reviewers

Phase of decision:

( Information transfer

( Deliberation

Context of decision: 

( Adjuvant chemotherapy vs. none

( Breast-sparing surgery with radiotherapy vs. mastectomy
	Description:

( Interactive computer programa
( Usual care
Purpose: 

( Increase knowledge

( Help make a decision

( Increase patient involvement in decisionmaking

Intervention administered by:

NR

Timing of the intervention:

( before the decision was made


	Number of subjects enrolled:   not clear

Eligibility criteria:

NR

Characteristics:

Age: NR

Education: NR

Ethnicity: approxiamtely 54% “were nonwhite” (p. 203)

SES: NR

Religion: NR
	Outcome measures:

( Decision

( Satisfaction with decisionmaking

( Would recommend DA to other patients

( Acceptability of the decision aid

Outcomes measured: 

( before the intervention and 6 months after



	a  Video disk aiming to supplement information provided by the physician.  It discussed the options of mastectomy and breast-sparing surgery and the advantages of having or not having adjuvant chemotherapy.


Studies of Effectiveness of Decision Aids for Treatment:  Case series design

Evidence Table 5.23b:  Gramlich (1998) Results 

	Author
	Intervention
	Outcome (s)
	Baseline Results
	Post Intervention Results

	Gramlich E,

1998

RefMan ID:

883


	n = not clear

Interactive computer program and usual care
	Decision

(n=49)
	( prefer mastectomy: 17/49 (35%)

( no treatment preference: 5/49 (10%)

( prefer breast-sparing surgery: 27/49 (55%)
	Patients whose preference did not change post-DA:

( continue to prefer mastectomy: 14/17 (82%)

( still have no treatment preference: 1/5 (20%)

( continue to prefer breast-sparing: 27/27 (100%)

Patients whose preference changed post-DA:

( changed to no preference from mastectomy: 3/17 (18%)

( changed to breast-sparing from no preference: 4/5 (80%)



	
	
	Acceptability of decision aid (n=83)
	
	Majority of patients (over 90%) who viewed the surgery program rated it very good/excellent in terms of amount of information, clarity, and overall rating.

	
	
	Would recommend decision aid to other patients

(n = not clear)
	
	Greater than 95% of patients who used the surgery program were very positive/generally positive about the DA being used with other patients.

	
	
	Satisfaction with decisionmaking
(n = 57)
	
	At 6-month followup:

( satisfaction with treatment decision rated as excellent/very good: 47/57 (82%) of patients who viewed the surgery and/or adjuvant programs



	Outcomes measured before and after using the DA intervention (exact timing not specified), and then at 6 months later.
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