Figure 1. Model for Assessing When Guidelines Need Updating


[image: image1.emf]Experts should consider the following 

when evaluating new evidence or 

developments in determining the 

validity of an existing guideline:

1. Have interventions, whether they 

be diagnostic or treatment, been 

superceded or replaced by other 

interventions, 

2. Has new evidence altered the 

relationship between benefits and 

harms?

3. Have outcomes not considered at 

the time of the original guideline 

become important, or vice versa?

4. Is there evidence that current 

performance is optimal and the 

guideline is no longer needed?
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