Structured format for collecting referee comments

Thank you for agreeing to review this report. This is still in the draft stages and a thorough copy edit will take place before the publication of the final report. Please do not feel you need to spend your time correcting spelling and punctuation – we are relying on your expertise to address the questions below and provide insight that will assist us in improving the content and format of the report. 

Problem Formulation

· Are review questions well formulated with specified key components?

· Are comparison groups clearly stated?

· Were major changes in review questions avoided during the review process?

Study Identification

· Is there a thorough search for relevant data using appropriate resources?

· Are there unbiased explicit searching strategies that are appropriately matched to the question?

Study Selection

· Are appropriate inclusion and exclusion criteria used to select articles?

· Are selection criteria applied in a manner that limits bias?

· Are efforts made to identified unpublished data, if this is appropriate?

· Are major changes in selection criteria avoided during the review process?

· Are reasons for excluding studies from the report stated?

Appraisal of Studies

· Is the validity of individual studies addressed in a reliable manner?

· Are important parameters (e.g., setting, study population, study design) that could affect study results systematically addressed?

Data Collection

· Is there a minimal amount of missing information regarding outcomes and other variables considered key to interpretation of results?

· Are efforts made to reduce bias in the data collection process?

Data Synthesis

· Are important parameters, such as study designs, considered in the synthesis?

· Are reasonable decisions made concerning whether and how to combine the data?

· Are results sensitive to changes in the way the analysis was done?

· Is precision of results reported?



Discussion

· Are limitations and inconsistencies of studies stated?

· Are limitations of the review process stated?

· Are review finding integrated within the context of relevant indirect evidence?

· Are implications for research discussed

· Are implications for practice discussed?

Conclusions

· Are conclusions supported by the data reviewed?

· Are plausible competing explanations of observed effects addressed?

· Is evidence appropriately interpreted as inconclusive (no evidence of effect) or as showing a particular strategy did not work (evidence of no effect)?

· Are important considerations for decision makers identified, including values and contextual factors that might influence decisions?

· Is a summary of pertinent findings provided?

Appendix D;  Peer review form


