Table 5. Cost-effectiveness model variables and values for assessing screening analysis

	Variable
	Baseline Value

(Range)
	Comment

	Cost of BNP
	$29

(10-100)
	Biosite price of 25 tests for $725

	Cost of ECG
	$31

(10-100)
	Medicare reimbursement 2001

	Cost of two-dimensional echocardiography
	$213

(100-1000)
	Medicare reimbursement 2001

	Lifetime cost of care:

Normal EF

Low EF on ACE inhibitor

Low EF, not on ACE inhibitor until CHF


	$51,898

($25,000-100,000)

$40,701

($20,000-80,000)

$36,983

($20,000-80,000)
	From Model of ACEi treatment for low ejection fraction (see appendix)

	Survival:

Normal EF

Low EF on ACE inhibitor

Low EF, not on ACE inhibitor until CHF
	14.96

(10-20)

8.76

(5-15)

8.12

(5-15)
	From Model of ACEi treatment for low ejection fraction (see appendix)

	Quality-adjusted survival:

Normal EF

Low EF on ACE inhibitor

Low EF, not on ACE inhibitor until CHF
	12.94

(10-20)

7.22

(5-15)

6.56

(3-15)
	From Model of ACEi treatment for low ejection fraction (see appendix)
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	0.89

(0.5-1.0)

0.71

(0.5-1.0)
	Threshold of 17.9 ng/ml

(European assay)


Specificity ECG






F



F







F







’







’







’















¦







4






4






4


8


l






€


T


¦







þ‰

F


à


Ö


¶






¶






¶






¶






M


 


m







y






e‰





g‰





g‰





g‰





g‰





g‰





g‰





DŒ

 


dŽ

Ò


g‰

Q


















’

	





�






















I






M






�






�






g‰



82\03xÿÿÿÿ,\00\00\00E\10\00x,\00\00\00.\10\00x,\00\00\00 
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	0.60

(0.5-1.0)

0.82

(0.5-1.0)
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	0.87

(0.8-1.0)

0.76

(0.8-1.0)
	Assumes nuclear angiography is the gold standard

	Prevalence of low ejection fraction
	2.7%
	Among patients >55 years of age, assumes 50% of low EF are asymptomatic

	Deflation rate
	(by year)
	Consumer Price Index, Medical Care
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	3%

(0%-6%)
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