Table 17. Job type/characteristics and current work status among individuals with MS

	Study


	Findings

	Grønning et al. 1990 QUOTE "181" 
181


	Univariate analyses of time to unemployment:

Non-remittent MS vs. remittent  (p < 0.001)

Heavy vs. light work (p < 0.01)

Male vs. female (p < 0.05)

Age > 30 at onset (p < 0.01)

Multivariate analyses, when disease subtype was not considered, occupation (heavy work) and age (> 30 years) were predictive of early unemployment



	Hammond et al. 1996 QUOTE "183" 
183


	“Authors noted that trade and farm workers were less likely to be in paid employment than professional or clerical workers as their level of disability increased.”  (Researchers provided no data to support this statement.)



	LaRocca et al. 1982 QUOTE "187" 
187


	84% of variability in employment status was unexplained by age, sex, education, marital status, occupation, and parenthood

However, variability in employment status was explained by factors such as premorbid personality, coping style, characteristics of the workplace, and social support systems.  Authors suggested that these findings contribute to the probability of a patient with MS staying at work.  (Researchers provided no data to support this statement.)



	Scheinberg et al. 1980 QUOTE "192" 
192


	Job category of currently employed subjects (n = 51):

35.3% - Clerical

23.5% - Professional

13.7% - Semi-professional

13.7% - Skilled labor

  7.8% - Managerial

  2.0% - Unskilled labor

  3.9% - Other



	Verdier-Taillefer et al. 1995 QUOTE "193" 
193


	Job characteristics and odds of unemployment (odds ratio [95% CI]):

Desk job - 0.3 (0.1 to 0.5)

Sitting position - 0.3 (0.1 to 0.7) 

Possibility of obtaining specific arrangements - 0.4 (0.2 to 0.8)

Travel time > 30 minutes - 1.7 (0.9 to 3.2)

Daily work > 8 hours - 2.6 (1.2 to 5.7)

Accessibility problems - 1.9 (0.9 to 4.0)

Work requirements and odds of unemployment (odds ratio [95% CI]):

Close attention - 0.9 (0.4 to 1.8)

Good memory - 0.7 (0.3 to 1.5)

Physical strength - 7.6 (3.2 to 18.2)

Manual precision - 3.1 (1.6 to 6.3)

Rigid work schedule - 2.2 (1.1 to 4.6)

Decision making - 1.7 (0.7 to 3.4)

Frequent moves - 2.5 (1.3 to 4.9)




Table 17. Job type/characteristics and current work status among individuals with MS (continued)

	Study


	Findings

	Rozin et al. 1975 QUOTE "191" 
191

	Study participants were initially grouped into A, B, or C (described below), followed by examination of changes in work status/job type

Changes in work status are from onset of MS to time of study in 1971; work type by predetermined work groups



	
	Group A (n = 41):

Completely handicapped with no rehabilitation potential

Unskilled labor:

18% – onset of MS

 0% – at time of study

Skilled, semiskilled, service:

27% – onset of MS

0% – at time of study

Clerical, professional, student:

37% – onset of MS

0% – at time of study

Housewives:

2% – onset of MS

0% – at time of study

Not working:

6% – onset of MS

100% – at time of study

Group C (n = 94):

Currently working, holding previous jobs, or changed jobs without intervention of rehabilitation

Unskilled labor:

22% – onset of MS

8% – at time of study

Skilled, semiskilled, service:

18% – onset of MS

17% – at time of study

Clerical, professional, student:

40% – onset of MS

37% – at time of study

Housewives:

12% – onset of MS

38% – at time of study

Not working:

8% – onset of MS

0% – at time of study


	Group B (n = 37):

Potential for vocational rehabilitation, but unemployed or currently employed, but needs rehabilitation services for continuation of employment

Unskilled labor:

28% – onset of MS

3% – at time of study

Skilled, semiskilled, service:

31% – onset of MS

3% – at time of study

Clerical, professional, student:

31% – onset of MS

21% – at time of study

Housewives:

5% – onset of MS

8% – at time of study

Not working:

5% – onset of MS

65% – at time of study

Authors note that “of the 131 clients with working potential (groups B and C), only 18% stopped working because of MS” 




Abbreviations:  CI = confidence interval; MS = multiple sclerosis
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