Table 3:  Ranking of Potential Key Questions

Of the 20 questions, each technical expert ranked the top 10 questions from 10 (highest priority) to 1 (lowest priority),  (experts’ identification numbers were randomly assigned). 

	
	Topic of question
	Rank

Total
	E1
	E2
	E3
	E4
	E5
	E6
	E7
	E

8
	E9
	E

10
	E

11
	E

12

	1. 
	Food or inhalant allergies 

 
	8
	
	
	
	5
	
	
	
	
	3
	
	
	

	2.
	Natural history

 
	78
	10
	9
	10
	9
	7
	9
	4
	2
	
	6
	7
	5

	3.
	Speech and language development 


	97
	8
	10
	4
	8
	9
	5
	8
	5
	10
	10
	10
	10

	4.
	Accuracy of diagnostic methods


	57
	
	
	5
	10
	6
	10
	6
	9
	
	8
	1
	2

	5.
	Conservative treatment 


	39
	9
	5
	6
	4
	1
	
	3
	
	
	1
	9
	1

	6.
	Diagnostic instruments vs intervention 
	38
	7
	8
	
	
	
	6
	
	9
	
	8
	
	

	7.
	Level of hearing decrease 


	67.5
	
	7
	
	7
	8
	4
	9
	6.5
	9
	
	8
	9

	8.
	Hearing levels and intervention 


	16.5
	
	6
	1
	
	
	3
	
	6.5
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Antibiotics versus placebo 


	51
	6
	4
	9
	6
	5
	
	1
	
	7
	5
	2
	6

	10.
	Steroids versus placebo 


	23
	
	
	
	
	4
	
	7
	1
	6
	
	5
	

	11.
	Antibiotics and steroids 


	22
	5
	2
	3
	
	3
	
	
	
	5
	
	4
	

	12.
	Treatment for allergies vs placebo


	2
	1
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Antihistamines/decongestants vs placebo 
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	10
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Tympanostomy tubes vs other interventions
	51
	3
	1
	8
	
	10
	2
	2
	4
	4
	3
	6
	8

	15.
	Adenoidectomy vs other interventions 
	32
	
	
	7
	
	2
	1
	5
	3
	2
	2
	3
	7

	16.
	Tonsillectomy vs other interventions 
	2
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	Myringotomy vs other interventions 
	5
	
	
	2
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	Alternative/complementary therapies vs other interventions
	10
	
	
	
	2
	
	7
	
	
	1
	
	
	

	19.
	Prophylactic antibiotics vs other interventions
	15
	4
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4
	
	4

	20.
	Effectiveness of diagnostic methods for monitoring
	36
	
	
	
	
	
	8
	
	9
	8
	8
	
	3


Note: Kendall Coefficient of Concordance = 0.36, p=0.0001.

1
34

