Table 2:  Questions Suggested for Consideration in Evidence Report

1. What is the relative risk of developing OME in the child who has food or inhalant allergies compared to the child without food or inhalant allergies

2. What is the natural history for various types of OME?

3. What is the long-term level of speech and language development in infants and preschool children with untreated OME?  What are the high risk groups?

4. What is the accuracy of various diagnostic methods?

5. When should conservative treatment (non-surgical) be considered a failure?

6. What is the evidence on effectiveness of various diagnostic instruments in deciding on intervention for OME?

7. What is the evidence regarding level of hearing decrease and whether unilateral or bilateral hearing decrease is an indication for intervention?

8. What is the effectiveness of the use of hearing levels to decide on intervention for OME?

9. Are antibiotics more effective than placebo in treating OME?

10. Are steroids more effective than placebo in treating OME?

11. Do antibiotics add an incremental benefit to steroids in treating OME?

12. Are interventions for allergies (food or inhalant) more effective than placebo in treating OME?

13. Are antihistamines and/or decongestants more effective than placebo in treating OME?

14. Are tympanostomy tubes more effective than other interventions in treating OME?

15. Is adenoidectomy more effective than other interventions in treating OME of greater than 3 months duration?

16. Is tonsillectomy more effective than other interventions in treating OME of greater than 3 months duration?

17. Is myringotomy more effective than other interventions in treating OME of greater than 3 months duration?

18. Are alternative or complementary therapies more effective than other interventions in treating OME of greater than 3 months duration?

19. Are prophylactic antibiotics more effective than other interventions in treating OME?

20. What is the effectiveness of monitoring by pneumatic otoscopy, tympanometry, acoustic reflectometry with spectral gradient, and otoacoustic emissions to decide on intervention for OME?
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