Table 10:  Ranking of Influencing Factors by Technical Experts
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Key Question 1: Natural History

	Factors


	Total “Yes” Based on Responses of 11 Technical Expertsa

	total duration of OME  (≥3 mos)
	10

	otitis prone (AOM)
	9

	number of previous OMEs
	9

	number of hours attending child care center
	9

	tobacco smoke exposure
	9

	season of the year
	9

	age at first OM
	9

	not breast-fed
	9

	allergies
	8

	age of child
	8

	family history of OME
	7

	number of children in household
	7

	prior tubes
	7

	ethnicity/race
	6

	barotrauma challenges
	6

	prior adenoidectomy
	5

	socioeconomic status
	5

	laterality, unilateral versus bilateral
	4

	gender
	3

	skill to diagnose (validated)
	3

	age of onset of previous OME
	3

	tympanometry
	3

	monitoring frequency
	2

	monitoring time
	2

	MRI
	2

	type of examiner
	2

	setting of care
	1

	parent/caregiver education
	1

	hearing level, conductive versus sensorineural
	1

	primary provider
	1

	acoustic reflectometry
	1

	otoscopy
	1

	pneumatic otoscopy
	1

	parent/caregiver preference for treatment
	1

	developmental delay
	0


a 11 technical experts responded; 1 abstained.

  Key Questions 2: Speech and Language

	Factors


	Total “Yes” Based on Responses of 12 Technical Experts

	developmental delay
	11

	quality of child care
	10

	hearing level, conductive versus sensorineural
	10

	parent/caregiver education
	10

	quality of parent-child interaction
	10

	socioeconomic status
	8

	laterality, unilateral versus bilateral
	8

	early intervention program
	7

	total duration of OME (≥3 mos)
	7

	gender
	6

	number of children in household
	6

	duration of middle ear effusion
	6

	chronic illness of any type
	6

	number of hours attending child care center
	5

	number of previous OMEs
	4

	presence of active ear disease
	4

	ethnicity/race
	3

	tobacco smoke exposure
	3

	OM complications
	3

	child temperament
	3

	allergies
	2

	ambient noise
	2

	age at first OM
	1

	not breast-fed
	1

	skill to diagnose (validated)
	1

	type of examiner
	0

	setting of care
	0

	recheck times
	0

	frequency of recheck
	0

	primary provider
	0

	tympanometry
	0

	acoustic reflectometry
	0

	pneumatic otoscopy
	0

	MRI
	0

	equipment
	0

	audiometry
	0


 Note: Items in bold were added in the second poll after the first poll.

Key Questions 3: Hearing

	Factors


	Total “Yes” Based on Responses of 12 Technical Experts

	OM complications
	10

	laterality, unilateral versus bilateral
	7

	hearing level, conductive versus sensorineural
	7

	developmental delay
	6

	presence of active ear disease
	6

	total duration of OME (≥3 mos)
	4

	number of previous OMEs
	3

	duration of middle ear effusion
	3

	chronic illness of any type
	3

	ambient noise
	3

	allergies
	2

	age at first OM
	1

	ethnicity/race
	1

	socioeconomic status
	1

	quality of child care
	1

	early intervention program
	1

	tobacco smoke exposure
	1

	number of children in household
	1

	child temperament
	1

	equipment
	1

	audiometry
	1

	gender
	0

	number of hours attending child care center
	0

	not breast-fed
	0

	parent/caregiver education
	0

	quality of parent-child interaction
	0

	skill to diagnose (validated)
	0

	type of examiner
	0

	setting of care
	0

	recheck times
	0

	frequency of recheck
	0

	primary provider
	0

	Tympanometry
	0

	acoustic reflectometry
	0

	pneumatic otoscopy
	0

	MRI
	0


Note: Items in bold were added in the second poll after the first poll. 

 Key Question 4: Diagnostic Tests
	Factors


	Total “Yes” Based on Responses of 11 Technical Expertsa

	age of child
	11

	otolaryngologist
	6

	nurse practitioner
	5

	pediatrician
	5

	family physician
	5

	laterality, unilateral versus bilateral
	5

	anesthetic
	5

	age at first OM
	5

	developmental delay
	4

	physician assistant
	4

	others
	3


a 11 technical experts responded; 1 abstained.
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