Table 22:  Summary odds ratios for cesarean section in randomized trials of elective induction versus expectant management† 

	Group


	Odds Ratio
	95% Confidence Interval

	By gestational age:
	
	

	
< 41 weeks
	0.6
	0.35 to 1.03

	
> 41 weeks
	0.87
	0.77 to 0.99

	By parity:
	
	

	
Primigravid
	0.75
	0.64 to 0.88

	
Multigravid
	
	

	Bishop Score ( 6
	1.02
	0.75 to 1.38

	By overall cesarean section rate:
	
	

	
< 10%
	0.89
	0.58 to 1.39

	
> 10%
	0.87
	0.77 to 1.00

	By class of induction agent:
	
	

	
Oxytocin
	0.85
	0.74 to 0.98

	
Prostaglandins
	0.84
	0.65 to 1.08


† Data from Crowley (2000); odds ratios < 1 indicate that the cesarean section rate was lower in the elective induction group.   

Table 23:  Mean maternal length of stay, induction versus expectant management

	Study
	Mean Maternal Length of Stay (in Days)


	P-value

	
	Induction


	Expectant Management
	

	Augensen, Bergsjø, Eikeland, et al.,  QUOTE "(1987)" 
1987


	7.05
	6.69
	< 0.02

	Martin, Sessums, Howard, et al.,  QUOTE "(1989)" 
1989


	3.4
	2.6
	NS

	Witter and Weitz,  QUOTE "(1987)" 
1987


	4.74
	4.06
	< 0.02

	Bergsjø, Huang, Yu, et al.,  QUOTE "(1989)" 
1989


	7.9
	8.1
	Not reported

	Dyson, Miller, and Armstrong,  QUOTE "(1987)" 
1987


	3.2
	3.5
	< 0.04

	Hannah, Hannah, Hellman, et al.,  QUOTE "(1992)" 
1992


	3.9
	4.0
	Not reported


NS = Not significant
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