Table 43.
Effect Size for Data on Back and Leg Pain from Herkowitz and Kurz, 1991

Patient Group
Back Pain Score
Leg Pain Score


Pre-
Post-
Pre-
Post-

Fusion
n = 25
3.3
1.3
4.3
1.0

No fusion
n = 25
2.9
2.5
4.0
1.7

Effect Size (Hedges’ d)



0.571

p = 0.048

0.571

p = 0.048

Confidence Limits



0.006

1.137

0.006

1.137

The trial reported that patients with fusion had significantly less back pain and leg pain (p <0.05, Student t test).  Since a standard deviation was not reported in this study, the Hedges’ d effect size was calculated from a p value of 0.049.  No analysis was reported for the comparison of pretreatment scores or the comparisons of posttreatment to pretreatment scores.
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