HAZARD MITIGATION
GRANT PROGRAM

he Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) was

created in November 1988, by Section 404 of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act, as amended (amendments include the
Hazard Mitigation and Relocation Assistance Act of 1993
and the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000). The HMGP
assists States and local communities in implementing long-
term hazard mitigation measures following a major disaster
declaration.

SINCE 1988, THE HMGP HAS BEEN PROVIDING STATES
AND COMMUNITIES WITH THE RESOURCES TO INVEST
IN LONG-TERM ACTIONS TODAY TO REDUCE THE
TOLL FROM NATURAL HAZARDS TOMORROW.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE
OF THE HMGP?

The program’s objectives are to:

B Significantly reduce or permanently eliminate future
risk to lives and property from severe natural hazards

B Provide funds to implement projects previously
identified in State or local hazard mitigation plans

B Enable mitigation measures to be implemented during
the immediate recovery from a disaster

WHAT TYPES OF PROJECTS
CAN BE FUNDED?

The HMGP can be used to fund projects to protect either
public or private property, as long as the project fits within
the state and local governments’ overall mitigation strategy
to address areas of risk and complies with program guidelines.
Examples of projects include:

B Acquiring and relocating structures from hazard-prone
areas.

B Retrofitting structures to
protect them from floods,
high winds, earthquakes, or
other natural hazards

B Constructing certain types
of minor and localized
flood control projects

B Constructing safe rooms
inside schools or other buildings in tornado-prone areas

B Developing State, local, or tribal mitigation plans

Seismic retrofit of water tanks

WHO [S ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?

Eligible applicants under the HMGP are:
B State and local governments
B Certain private non-profit organizations or institutions

B Indian tribes or authorized tribal organizations and Alaska
native villages or organizations

Individuals and businesses may not apply directly to the State
or FEMA, but eligible local governments or private non-profit
organizations may apply on behalf of local citizens.

HOW MUCH MONEY IS MADE
AVAILABLE UNDER THE HMGP?

Federal funding under the HMGP is activated following a
major disaster declaration. HMGP funds are based on 15%
of the estimated Federal funds to be spent on the Public and
Individual Assistance programs (minus administrative
expenses) for each disaster. For example, if a disaster in your
state resulted in FEMA providing $10 million in disaster relief
grants, $1.5 million in HMGP funds would be made available
to competing communities. States whose mitigation planning
process meets enhanced criteria receive 20% funding.

These grant funds may be used to pay up to 75% of the eligible
project costs. The non-federal match does not need to be cash;
in-kind services or materials may be used.

WHAT ARE THE
ROLES OF COMMUNITIES,
STATES, AND FEMA?

The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program is administered by the
State. The mitigation planning and application development
process begins at the local level. States prioritize local
applications and select projects for funding.

Community’s/Applicant’s role:

B Develops local mitigation plans

B Coordinates with and develops mitigation projects for the
residents and businesses most at risk

B Submits project applications to the State
Manages the implementation of the projects
B Maintains records and accounting information on projects

AS ADMINISTRATORS OF THE PROGRAM, STATES PLAY
A KEY ROLE IN IMPLEMENTING THE HMGP.

State’s role:

B Manages overall program within the State

Develops State mitigation plans

Establishes State mitigation priorities

Conducts preliminary eligibility review of local

applications and selects projects based on State priorities
and available funds.

Forwards selected projects to FEMA

B Ensures communities adhere to all program and
administrative requirements

B Acts as grantee, receives and disburses funds, and
monitors progress of projects

B Evaluates the effectiveness of approved measures

FEMA'’s role:

B Provides programmatic oversight of the HMGP

B Keeps State apprised of available funding

B Conducts final eligibility review of projects selected and
forwarded by the States

B Provides technical assistance to States and communities

HOW DO | APPLY?

Eligible applicants must apply for the HMGP through the
State, since the State is responsible for setting priorities for
funding and administering the program. The applicant should
contact the State Hazard Mitigation Officer for specific
details. If you are an individual, business, or other
organization, contact your local government officials and the
State for more information.

HOW ARE POTENTIAL
PROJECTS IDENTIFIED AND
SELECTED FOR FUNDING?

After thoroughly reviewing project applications received from
competing eligible applicants, the State selects the eligible
projects that best meet the State’s mitigation priorities. The
State will then submit the selected projects to FEMA, in
priority order. FEMA reviews the State’s eligibility
determination and ensures compliance with environmental
laws, Executive orders, and all HMGP criteria. If the
application is approved, the State begins grants management.

WHERE CAN | OBTAIN
FURTHER INFORMATION?

For more information on the HMGP, contact your State
Hazard Mitigation Officer or the FEMA office in your region.
A listing of FEMA'’s Regional Offices is printed on the back
of this brochure.

Detailed information about managing the program can be
found in FEMA’s HMGP Desk Reference, FEMA-345. To
order a copy, call 1-800-480-2520. Or you can access the
desk reference at http://www.fema.gov/mit/hmgp_ref.htm.

Regulations for the HMGP are published in Title 44 of the
Code of Federal Regulations, Part 206, Subpart N.



FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

REGION |

(CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)
442 J.W. McCormack Building
Post Office Courthouse
Boston, MA 02109-4595
Phone: 617-223-9540
Fax: 617-223-9519

REGION ||

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)
26 Federal Plaza
Suite 1307
New York, NY 10278
Phone: 212-225-7209
Fax: 212-225-7281

REGION Il

DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV)
One Independence Mall
6th floor
615 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106-4404
Phone: 215-931-5608
Fax: 215-931-5621

REGION IV

(AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN)
3003 Chamblee Tucker Road
Atlanta, GA 30341
Tel: 770-220-5200
Fax: 770-220-5230

REGION V

(IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI)
536 South Clark Street
6th Floor
Chicago, IL 60605
Phone: 312-408-5501
Fax: 312-408-5234

REGION VI

(AR, LA, NM, OK, TX)
Federal Regional Center
800 North Loop 288
Denton, TX 76209-3606
Phone: 940-898-5104
Fax: 940-898-5325

REGION VI

(IA, KS, MO, NE)
2323 Grand Boulevard
Suite 900
Kansas City, MO 64108-2670
Phone: 816-283-7061
Fax: 816-283-7582

REGION VIII

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY)
Denver Federal Center
Building 710, Box 25267
Denver, CO 80225-0267
Phone: 303-235-4812
Fax: 303-235-4976

REGION IX

(AZ, CA, HI, NV, Pacific Jurisdictions)
Building 105
P.O. Box 29998
Presidio of San Francisco
San Francisco, CA 94129-1250
Phone: 415-923-7100
Fax: 415-923-7112

REGION X

(AK, ID, OR, WA)
Federal Regional Center
130 228th Street, SW
Bothell, WA 98021-9796
Phone: 425-487-4604
Fax: 425-487-4622

State Contact Information
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Helping communities

take action today to
reduce the impacts of

natural hazards tomorrow




