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FCC TO RECEIVE NATIONAL LEADERSHIP AWARD FROM NATIONAL CONGRESS 

OF AMERICAN INDIANS 
Award Recognizes FCC Commitment to Indian Country 

 
 Washington, DC – The FCC has been selected by the National Congress of 
American Indians (NCIA) to be 2004 recipient of the NCAI Leadership Award.  The FCC 
has been selected for its “outstanding leadership and ongoing commitment and support 
to American Indians and Alaska Natives.” 
 
 NCAI gives only three of these awards annually.  One goes to Congress, one 
goes to the Administration, and one goes to another deserving entity.  This year's 
recipients are House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Richard Pombo of 
California, the US Commission on Civil Rights, and the FCC.   
 
 FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell said, “We are honored to be receiving the 
NCAI’s Leadership Award in recognition of our partnership in the digital migration and 
our strong commitment to ensure that all Americans, including American Indians and 
Alaska Natives, have access to the Nation’s telecommunications infrastructure.” 
 
 NCAI is the oldest and largest national advocacy organization for Indian Nations.  
The award will be accepted by K. Dane Snowden, Chief of the FCC’s Consumer & 
Governmental Affairs Bureau, on behalf of the Commission.   It will be presented this 
evening at NCAI’s 6th Annual Leadership Awards Banquet in Washington, DC.    
 
 Tex G. Hall, President of NCAI, said, “We are honoring the Commission for its 
steadfast commitment to Indian Country and its dedication to ensuring that tribes and 
Indian peoples’ communication needs receive fair consideration at the Commission.  
We would especially like to highlight the FCC’s work in fostering the government-to-
government relationships between tribes and the federal government.  Through its 
consumer information, rulemaking process, and educational seminars, the FCC has 
worked hard to promote the availability of telecommunications services to individuals 
living on tribal lands, including both Indian reservations and Alaskan Native lands.”   
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