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Related Change Request (CR) #: 3310    Medlearn Matters Number: 3310 
Related CR Release Date: June 18, 2004 
Related CR Transmittal #: 211 
Effective Date: May 24, 2004 
Implementation Date: July 19, 2004 

Elimination of Regulations for Written Statement of Intent 

Provider Types Affected 
All Medicare Providers  

Provider Action Needed 
 SSTTOOPP  ––  IImmppaacctt  ttoo  YYoouu  

Effective with the claims filing period ending on December 31, 2004 and thereafter, 
Medicare will no longer accept Statements of Intent (SOIs) to extend the timely filing 
limit for filing initial claims. 

 CCAAUUTTIIOONN  ––  WWhhaatt  YYoouu  NNeeeedd  ttoo  KKnnooww  
Know the Medicare timely filing requirements for submitting claims. These 
requirements are in Chapter 1, Section 70 of the Medicare Claims Processing 
Manual, which may be found at: 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/manuals/104_claims/clm104index.asp 

 

 GGOO  ––  WWhhaatt  YYoouu  NNeeeedd  ttoo  DDoo  
To ensure accurate claims processing, please submit filings in a timely manner and 
make certain that you will no longer utilize SOIs. 

Background 
Medicare regulations at 42 CFR Part 424.45 allowed for the submission of written SOIs to claim Medicare 
benefits. The purpose of an SOI was to extend the timely filing period for the submission of an initial claim. 
An SOI, by itself, did not constitute a claim, but rather was used as a placeholder for filing a timely and 
proper claim. 
A Final Rule published in the Federal Register, dated April 23, 2004, Volume 69, Number 79, pages 21963-
21966, amended 42 CFR Part 424 by removing the SOI provision at 424.45, effective May 24, 2004.  
Therefore, for the claims filing period ending on December 31, 2004, and all periods thereafter, Medicare 
carriers, intermediaries, and Medicare Regional Offices will no longer accept SOIs to extend the timely filing 
period for claims. 

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/manuals/104_claims/clm104index.asp
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Additional Information 
If you have questions regarding this issue, contact your carrier/intermediary at their toll-free number.  You 
may find their number at: 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medlearn/tollnums.asp 
The official instruction issued to the carrier/intermediary regarding this change can be found online, 
referenced via CR 3310, at: 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/manuals/transmittals/comm_date_dsc.asp 
On the above online page, scroll down while referring to the CR NUM column on the right to find the link for 
CR3310.  Click on the link to open and view the file for the CR. 
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