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ABATED CRANE COLLAPSE HAZARD

Cranes have many uses in the Navy, from lifting machinery, construction materials, and submerged
objects to moving supplies and equipment onto
and off ships.  A crane can become unbalanced
and collapse when its boom goes out of radius.  A
boom goes out of radius when the load on the
crane’s hook along with the extension of its
boom, or arm, exceeds the crane’s load limit and
overcomes the counterbalance of the crane’s cab.
When that happens, the crane is at risk of falling
over.

In the past, the Navy experienced a number of
such mishaps with serious injuries to some of its
crane operators and losses in the several millions
of dollars in materials and equipment.
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