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Varicella  Testing
Optional

History and Exam
Highly Suggestive

 of Varicella

Test for VZV
and Other Conditions

as Indicated

Diagnosis
Uncertain

Low Ris k for  Sma llpox
(see criteria  below )

Non-Sm allpox
Diagnosis Cofirm ed

Report Results to Infx Control

Cannot R/O Sm allpox
Contact Local/State Health Dept

No Diagnosis M ade
Ensure Adequacy of Specim en

ID or Derm  Consultant
Re-evaluates Patient

ID and/or Derm  Consultation
VZV +/- Other Lab Testing

as indicated

M oderate Risk  of Sm allpox
(see criteria  below )

NOT Sm allpox
Further Testing

SM ALLPOX

Testing at CDC

Response Team  Advises
on M anagem ent &

Specim en Collection

ID and/or Derm  Consultation
Alert Infx Control &

Local and State Health Depts

High Risk for  Sma llpox
(see criteria  below )

Institute Airborne & Contact Precautions
Alert Infect ion Control  on Adm iss ion

Pa tient w ith
Acute, General ized

Vesicular  or Pustula r R a sh Illness
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How to Collect a Specimen for DFA or IFA Testing

1. Unroof (open) vesicle or pustule with a sterile lancet
2. Swab base of vesicle vigorously with a sterile swab
3. Smear swab onto 3 areas (or wells) of a microscope slide
4. Allow slide to air dry
5. Transport to lab for immediate fixing and staining
6. VZV positive specimens are seen with varicella (chickenpox) and herpes zoster

(shingles)

The hospital lab performs _________________ test
For DFA/IFA , call ________________ (specimen is tested at outside lab)
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High Risk for Smallpox ���� report immediately

1. Febrile prodrome (see below) AND

2. Classic smallpox lesions (see below and photo at right) AND

3. Lesions in same stage of development (see below)

Moderate Risk for Smallpox ���� urgent evaluation

1. Febrile prodrome (see below) AND

2. One MAJOR smallpox criterion (see below)

OR

1. Febrile prodrome (see below) AND

2. >4MINOR smallpox criteria (see below)

Low Risk for Smallpox ���� manage as clinically indicated

1. No viral prodrome OR

2. Febrile prodrome and <4 MINOR smallpox criteria (no major criteria)

(see below)

Pruritis; in scabies, look for burrows (vesicles and
nodules also occur); flea bites are pruritic, patient
usually unaware of flea exposure

Scabies; insect bites (incl. fleas)

Rash can mimic many diseases; rash may involve
palms and soles; 95%maculo-papular, may be
pustular. Sexually active persons

Secondary syphilis

Prior history of chickenpox; immunocompromised
hosts

Disseminated herpes zoster

Most common in children <10 years; children
usually do not have a viral prodrome

Varicella (primary infection with
varicella-zoster virus)

Lesions indistinguishable from varicella;
immunocompromised host

Disseminated herpes simplex

Bullous lesions. Positive Nikolski sign.Bullous Pemphigoid

Healthy afebrile children; HIV+ individualsMolluscum contagiosum

Summer and fall; fever and mild pharyngitis at same
time as rash; distribution of small vesicles on hands,
feet and mouth or disseminated

Enteroviruses incl. Hand, Foot
and Mouth disease

Major form involves mucous membranes and
conjunctivae

Erythema multiforme (incl.
Stevens Johnson Sd)

Honey-colored crusted plaques with bullae are
classic but may begin as vesicles; regional not
disseminated

Impetigo (������������	 �����
�	�

�������������	 �����	)

Exposure to medications; contact with possible
allergens

Drug eruptions and contact
dermatitis

Clinical CluesCondition
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