
At year-end 1996, 2.3 percent of all State and Federal
prison inmates were known to be infected with the human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV).  A total of 24,881 prison
inmates were HIV positive (947 Federal and 23,934 State).
HIV-positive inmates made up 1.0 percent of Federal
prison inmates and 2.4 percent of State prison inmates.  Of

those known to be HIV positive in all U.S. prisons, 5,874
were confirmed AIDS cases, while the remaining 17,656
either showed symptoms of HIV infection or were
asymptomatic.
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In 1996, there were a total of 907 AIDS-related deaths in
State prisons, down from 1,010 in 1995. For every 100,000
State prison inmates in 1996, 90 died of AIDS-related
causes.  Between 1991 and 1996, about 1 in 3 State prison
inmate deaths were attributed to AIDS-related causes.

Data based on personal interviews from the 1997 Survey
of Inmates in State Correctional Facilities show that 75
percent of State inmates were ever tested for HIV.  Of
those who were ever tested  and reported results, 2.2
percent were HIV positive&2.2 percent of males and 3.4
percent of females.  As reported level of involvement in
prior drug use increased, so did the percent of
HIV-positive inmates&2.3 percent of those who said they
had ever used drugs, 2.7 percent of those who used drugs
in the month before the current offense, 4.6 percent of
those who injected drugs, and 7.7 percent of those who
ever shared a needle were HIV positive.

Data on HIV/AIDS in jails have been collected in the 1993
Census of Jails and the 1996 Survey of Inmates in Local
Jails.  According to the 1993 Census of Jails, 1.8 percent
of local jail inmates were known to be HIV positive.  The
larger the size of the jail jurisdiction, the greater the
percentage of inmates with HIV/AIDS.  

Based on personal interviews conducted from October
1995 through March 1996 in the Survey of Inmates in
Local Jails, almost 6 in 10 inmates reported ever being
tested for HIV.  Of those who were tested and reported
results, 2.2 percent reported being HIV positive.  Among
female inmates, 2.4 percent said they were HIV positive;
among male inmates, 2.1 percent.  An estimated 2.3
percent of tested jail inmates who said they had ever used
drugs were HIV positive, as were 2.9 percent who used
drugs in the month before arrest, 4.0 percent who  used a  
needle  to inject  drugs,  and  6.3 percent who ever shared

needles. 
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At year-end 1996, 24,881 inmates in State and Federal
prisons were known to be infected with the human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV), up from 24,256 at year-
end 1995 (table 2).  In State prisons, 23,934 inmates were
known to be HIV positive, and in Federal prisons, 947
inmates were HIV positive.  Although the number of HIV
cases increased after 1991, the percent of the total custody
population with HIV remained relatively stable.  Between
1991 and 1996 the number of HIV-positive inmates grew

at about the same rate as the overall prison population
(both increased by about 42 percent).

HIV-positive inmates comprised 2.3 percent of the State
prison population in 1991 and 2.4 percent in 1996.  In
Federal prisons, HIV-positive inmates comprised 1.0
percent in 1996, unchanged from 1991.

Source: BJS, National Prisoner Statistics.
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HIV-infected inmates were concentrated in a small number
of States.  New York and Florida housed the largest
number of  HIV-positive inmates (9,500 and 2,152,
respectively).  In 1996, these two States housed nearly half
of all HIV-infected inmates in State prisons. 

More than half of the State prison inmates known to be
HIV positive were found in the Northeast.  Within the
Northeast, 7.5 percent of the prison population were HIV
positive, followed by 2.0 percent in the South, 1.1 percent
in the Midwest, and 0.8 percent in the West.  New York
had the highest percentage of inmates known to be HIV
positive (13.6 percent), followed by Connecticut (4.6
percent), and Rhode Island (3.9 percent).  These three
States had the highest percentage of HIV-positive inmates
after 1994.

Of the 48 States that reported information on the number
of HIV-positive inmates in 1996, each reported having at
least one.  Eight States (Alaska, Maine, Montana, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, West Virginia, and
Wyoming) reported 10 or fewer cases of HIV-positive
inmates in their prisons.  Eleven States reported that fewer
than 0.5 percent of their inmate population were HIV
positive.  Between 1995 and 1996 the largest growth of
HIV-positive inmates was reported in Virginia&383 in
1996, up from 134 in 1995.  Other notable increases
during 1996 were reported in Michigan (up 149) and
Maryland (up 108).
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--Not reported.
aThe custody population includes only those inmates housed in a jurisdiction's facilities.
bTotals exclude those inmates in jurisdictions that did not report data on HIV/AIDS. 
Counts may differ from previous reports.  Percentages for all years are based
on year-end custody counts. 
Source: BJS, National Prisoner Statistics.
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Table 2.  Inmates in custody of State or Federal prison authorities and 
known to be positive for the human immunodeficiency virus, 1994-96
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 Note: Totals and percentages exclude inmates in jurisdictions that did not report data on type 
 of HIV/AIDS infection.  The custody population includes only inmates housed at the end of 1996.
 **Not calculated for 10 or fewer cases.
 --Not reported.
,Less than .05%.

  aGeorgia, Louisiana, and Missouri reported the total of HIV-positive cases but not the type of HIV. 
  bIncludes all inmates who had tested positive for the HIV antibody but had no HIV-related symptoms.  
  cIncludes inmates with symptoms of HIV infection but without a confirmed AIDS diagnosis.
 Source: BJS, National Prisoner Statistics.
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Table 3.  Inmates in custody of State or Federal prison authorities,  by type of HIV infection 
or confirmed AIDS, year-end 1996
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At the end of 1996, 5,874 inmates in U.S. prisons had
confirmed AIDS: 5,521 were State inmates and 353 were
Federal inmates (table 3).  Of the remaining HIV-positive
inmates, 1,959 showed symptoms of AIDS (symptomatic),
while 15,697 were HIV positive but showed no symptoms
of AIDS (asymptomatic).

Confirmed AIDS cases made up 0.5 percent of all inmates
in State and Federal prisons.  Of those inmates known to
be HIV positive, nearly a quarter had confirmed AIDS.

During 1996 the number of confirmed AIDS cases
increased by 748.  Overall, after 1991 the number of
confirmed AIDS cases increased by 4,165&an average
annual increase of 28.3 percent.  The number of inmates
with lesser or no symptoms of HIV infection actually
decreased in 1996, and the number was below the numbers
reported  in every year from 1992 to 1995.  

The States with the largest number of confirmed AIDS
cases were New York (1,208), Florida (873), Texas (499),
and California (429).  Combined, these States made up 55
percent of all confirmed AIDS cases in State prisons.
Eighteen States reported having fewer than 10 confirmed
AIDS cases in their prisons.

The highest percentage of the State prison population
having confirmed AIDS was in New York (1.7 percent),
followed by Connecticut (1.6 percent), Massachusetts (1.5
percent), Florida (1.4 percent), and Maryland (1.3
percent).  In 17 States confirmed AIDS cases comprised
0.1 percent or fewer of State inmates.

%QORCTKUQP VQ VJG 7050 4GUKFGPV
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At the end of 1996, the rate of confirmed AIDS in State
and Federal prisons was six times higher than in the total
U.S. population.  About 54 in 10,000 prison inmates had
confirmed AIDS, compared to 9 in 10,000 persons in the
U.S. population.  
 
In every year from 1991 to 1996, the rate of confirmed
AIDS was higher among prison inmates than in the general
population.  In 1992 the rate of AIDS was 11 times higher
for prisoners than the general population.  In 1993, follow-
ing a revision of the HIV classification system and an
expansion of the case definition for AIDS, the rate of
confirmed AIDS increased 1ë times among prisoners and
doubled in the general population.  After the adoption of
these new measures, the incidence of AIDS grew
somewhat faster in the general population.   At year-end
1996 the rate of confirmed AIDS was six times higher in
prisons than in the general population.
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Note:  Care should be exercised when comparing the
number of reported cases over time.  In January 1993 the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention revised the
HIV classification system and expanded the surveillance
case definition for AIDS to include specific CD4+
T-lymphocyte criteria and three additional clinical condi-
tions&pulmonary tuberculosis, recurrent pneumonia, and
invasive cervical cancer.  This expansion resulted in a
substantial increase in the number of reported AIDS
cases during 1993.  See Methodology, pp. 17-19.
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Note:  The percent of the general population with confirmed
AIDS in each year may be overestimated due to delays in
death reports.  Care should be exercised when comparing
percents over time, because of changes in the case definition
for AIDS.  See Methodology, pp. 17-19.
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At year-end 1996 there were 21,799 male inmates
and 2,135 female inmates known to be HIV positive
(table 4).  Overall, 2.3 percent of male inmates and
3.5 percent of all female inmates were known to be
HIV positive.  The rate of HIV infection in females
was higher than male infection rates in all regions
except the West and in most States.

Between 1995 and 1996 the number of infected
female inmates decreased 2.2 percent from 2,182 to
2,135; the number of infected male inmates
increased 5.4 percent from 20,690 in 1995 to 21,799
in 1996.  Overall, among State prisoners, the number
of males infected with HIV increased 35 percent,
and  the  number  of  females  infected increased   84

      percent between 1991 and 1996.
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--Not reported.
Source: BJS, National Prisoner Statistics.
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Table 4.  State prison inmates known to be positive  for the  
human immunodeficiency virus, by sex, year-end 1996

*In 1991 North Carolina, South Dakota, and the District 
of Columbia did not report data by gender.  In 1995 Delaware,
Indiana, South Carolina, and the District of Columbia did not report
data by gender.
Source: BJS, National Prisoner Statistics.
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States in the Northeast reported the largest number of
HIV-positive male and female inmates (10,985 and 1,105,
respectively).  In eight States, more than 5 percent of all
female inmates were known to be HIV positive.  In two
States over 10 percent of all female inmates were known to
be HIV positive&New York (20.5 percent) and Rhode
Island (11.7 percent).  New York (13.2 percent) was the
only State in which more than 10 percent of all male
inmates were HIV positive.  

Among all States, New York reported the largest number of
male and female HIV-positive inmates (8,736 and 764,
respectively).  The second largest number of  HIV-positive
male inmates were in Florida (1,929), followed by Texas
(1,645).  The second largest number of HIV-positive female
inmates were in Texas (231), followed by Florida (223).
Seven States reported no female HIV-positive inmates, and
every State reported at least one male HIV-positive inmate. 
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The number of State inmates who died of Pneumocystis
carinii pneumonia, Kaposi’s sarcoma, or other AIDS-
related diseases decreased from 1,010 in 1995 to 907 in
1996 (table 5).  These AIDS deaths accounted for 29
percent of all deaths among State prisoners, down from 34
percent in 1995. Beginning in 1991 AIDS-related causes
were the second leading cause of death in State prisons,
behind natural causes other than AIDS.   

In 1996, for every 100,000 inmates, 90 died from AIDS-
related causes.  Between 1991 and 1995, the number of
AIDS-related deaths in State prisons increased 94 percent;
however, in 1996 the number decreased 10 percent from
1995.  With the introduction of protease inhibitors and
combination antiretroviral therapies, there was appreciable
improvement in the effectiveness of HIV/AIDS care.

The rate of death because of AIDS is about three times
higher in the prison population than in the total U.S.
population age 15%54.  Between 1991 and 1996, about 1 in
every 3 prisoner deaths were attributable to AIDS-related
causes, compared to about 1 in 10 deaths in the general
population.

AIDS-related deaths accounted for more than half of all
inmate deaths in Connecticut (65 percent), New York (55
percent), New Jersey (52 percent), and Florida (50
percent) (table 6).  Seventeen States reported having no
AIDS-related deaths, and five States reported one AIDS-
related  death.
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-- Not available.
* See Methodology, p. 18, for source of data.
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Note:  In 1994 some States did not report complete data on cause of death.  To calculate the rate of death, the 
number of inmates under State jurisdiction on June 30 of each year was used as an approximation of the average 
population exposed to the risk of death during the year.  Inmates in States that did not report data on inmate deaths 
were excluded in 1994.   All States reported data on inmate deaths in 1995 and 1996.

Source: BJS, National Prisoner Statistics.
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Natural causes other
  than AIDS

3083,0953113,1333142,878 Total

Rate of  death per
100,000 inmates

  
 Number

Rate of  death per
100,000 inmates Number

Rate of  death per
100,000 inmates

   
 NumberCause of death

199619951994

Table 5.  Number of inmate deaths in State prisons, by cause, 1994 %%96



 12 3;;8%3;;9 7RFCVG< *+81#+&5. 56&U. CPF 6$ KP %QTTGEVKQPCN (CEKNKVKGU

--Not reported.
**Not calculated for 10 or fewer deaths. 
 aBased on the number of inmates under State jurisdiction on June 30, 1996. 
 bNational and regional totals exclude inmates in jurisdictions that did not report
 data on cause of death.

Source: BJS, National Prisoner Statistics.
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00043020Delaware

8.722225323Arkansas
14.6651344389Alabama
30.6%1094473271,461South

28.638413214Wisconsin
**002204South Dakota

17.14620269117Ohio
**0000North Dakota
**002868Nebraska
00019537Missouri
**21121010Minnesota
------302125Michigan

10.029228920Kansas
**0017610Iowa

5.113224839Indiana
33.3853225496Illinois
12.7%4161252480Midwest

**0000Vermont
**3212237Rhode Island

25.811133429128Pennsylvania
55.2266182482330New York
52.128974554142New Jersey

**00972New Hampshire
23.361726230Massachusetts

**002063Maine
65.32133232749Connecticut
47.6%208329437691Northeast

29.3%909073083,095Total

As a percent of 
all deathsb

Rate per 100,000
inmatesaTotal

Rate per 100,000
inmatesaTotalJurisdiction

AIDS-related deaths
Deaths from all causes 
in State prisons

Table 6.  AIDS-related deaths of sentenced prisoners under State jurisdiction, 1996
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Data on HIV prevalence rates are reported in the National
Prisoners Statistics series (NPS) by prison officials.  The
quality of the information reported varied by the testing
policies that a particular State implemented.  Testing
policies ranged from testing all inmates to testing only
upon inmate request. Although 19 States tested either all
inmates in custody or a random selection, and 27 test
targeted groups (high-risk individuals or upon indication
or incidence), 5 tested solely upon inmate request.  Official
data represent the minimum number of individuals known
to be HIV positive within a prison facility.

Blinded or “unlinked” studies have been conducted as
another means of determining the HIV prevalence in State
prisons.  These studies are blinded in that the identity of
the inmate is not linked to the result of the HIV test.  An
inmate’s blood that has been drawn during a routine physi-
cal examination upon entering a facility is tested for HIV.
The sample is sent to a lab with no information regarding
the inmate.  

Blinded studies may not accurately account for the preva-
lence rate of HIV in prisons. Often these studies are
conducted in only a few facilities, and are snapshots,
examined over one period solely on admission cohorts.
Because of this, blinded studies are limited in that they
may not be generalized to the overall prison population.
Discrepancies are apparent between HIV prevalence rates
reported in official records and those produced from
blinded studies.  

Data from a blinded study conducted in Massachusetts in
1995 suggest that 6.8 percent of incoming inmates are HIV
positive, while official data from 1995 indicate 3.9 percent
of all inmates in custody were HIV positive.  Similarly,
data from blinded studies conducted in Maryland (1991),
California (1994), Illinois (1991), and New Jersey (1991)

suggest that official data underestimate the HIV prevalence
rate.  

Official data from New York in 1994 and 1995, however,
revealed higher HIV prevalence rates than data from a
1994-1995 blinded study.  The blinded study showed that
10 percent of all incoming inmates were HIV positive,
while official data showed that of all inmates in custody,
12.4 percent in 1994 and 13.9 percent in 1995 were HIV
positive.  Similarly, National Prisoner Statistics (NPS) data
from Arkansas (1992) and Washington (1991) suggest a
higher prevalence rate among inmates than data from
blinded studies (0.9 percent compared to 0.6 percent, and
0.5 percent compared to 0.2 percent).

*+81#+&5 4GRQTVGF KP 2GTUQPCN
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Additional information on the prevalence of HIV/AIDS
may also be obtained through personal interviews of
prisoners.  Though some inmates may be reluctant to
report that they are HIV positive and others may not know,
surveys provide a means to track HIV infection among
demographic and “high-risk” groups not identified in
official records or blinded studies.

The 1997 Surveys of State and Federal Correctional Facili-
ties asked inmates if they had ever been tested, if they had
been tested since admission, and whether they were HIV
positive.  Similar questions were asked in the 1996 Survey
of Inmates in Local Jails.  (See Methodology for further
detail.)
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Note:  Categories are mutually exclusive;  therefore total adds to 51.
Delaware did not report data on testing policies.
See chapter 5 for more detailed data on testing policies.
Source: BJS, National Prisoner Statistics.
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aData from Illinois, New Jersey, Arkansas, and Washington came from
the 1994 Update: HIV/AIDS and STDs in Correctional Facilities.  Data
for Massachusetts, Maryland, California, and New York came from other
sources.  (See Methodology, p. 19, for further detail.)
bThe New York blinded study covered both 1994 and 1995.  The NPS
rate for New York represents an average of the reporting years.
cNo women were tested in the blinded study.
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In 1997, 17,674 (1.7 percent) State prison inmates and 428
(0.5 percent) Federal prison inmates were known to be
HIV positive (table 7).  Of those inmates who reported
being tested since admission to State prison, or to Federal
prison, 2.6 percent and 0.7 percent, respectively, reported
being HIV positive.

Among State prisoners, female inmates (3.4 percent) were
more likely than male inmates (2.2 percent) to be HIV
positive (table 8).  Black non-Hispanic inmates (2.8
percent) were twice as likely as white non-Hispanic
inmates (1.4 percent) to report being HIV positive.  

Among male inmates, blacks (2.7 percent) were nearly
twice as likely as whites to be HIV positive.  The rates of 
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Note: Data are from the 1996 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails
and the 1997 Surveys of Inmates in State and Federal 
Correctional Facilities.

0.72.63.9HIV positive
69.7%59.1%17.7%Tested since admission

0.62.22.2HIV positive
79.6%74.6%57.2%Ever tested

0.5%1.7%1.2%HIV positive
All inmates

   Federal 
   prisons

   State 
   prisons

   Local 
   jailsCharacteristic

Percent of inmates

Table 7.  Inmates ever tested or tested since 
admission for the human immunodeficiency 
virus and test results

Note: Data are from the 1996 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails and the 1997 Surveys of Inmates
in State and Federal Correctional Facilities.  

0.537,2372.4254,9752.3122,597High school or more
0.616,3891.4231,7141.345,431GED
0.8%17,2262.7%302,4372.3%121,589Less than high school

Education

0.829,0452.4453,6642.1169,270Never married
03,8842.945,4352.125,929Separated

0.416,3312.0161,4683.048,695Widowed/divorced
0.5%21,5451.7%128,8341.4%45,890Married

Marital status

1.216,8842.792,1683.021,45545 or older
0.422,2283.1232,8353.870,77635%44
0.526,2622.3310,1612.1116,53225%34
0.1%5,5280.5%154,1810.7%81,22817%24

Age

01,5734.28,3821.34,774Female
0.716,8922.4115,3443.540,985Male
0.718,4662.5123,7253.245,759Hispanic
1.31,7913.927,1353.214,806Female
0.826,3872.7357,7362.5110,453Male
0.828,1782.8384,8702.6125,259Black non-Hispanic
0.31,5632.318,2322.111,278Female
0.319,5651.4239,6871.398,745Male
0.3%21,1281.4%257,9191.4%110,023White non-Hispanic

Race/Hispanic origin

0.65,1793.455,8002.431,972Female
0.6%65,7232.2%734,3272.1%258,019Male

Sex

0.6%70,902 2.2%790,1282.2%289,991All inmates

Percent 
HIV positiveNumber

Percent 
HIV positiveNumber

Percent 
HIV positiveNumberCharacteristic

Federal prisonsState prisonsLocal jails

Inmates ever tested 

Table 8.  Inmates ever tested for the human immunodeficiency virus and results, 
by selected characteristics



HIV infection among female inmates were not signifi-
cantly different among whites (2.3 percent), blacks (3.9
percent), and Hispanics (4.2 percent).

In Federal prisons 0.6 percent of males and of females
reported HIV infection.  Non-Hispanic white inmates
reported the lowest HIV-positive rates (0.3 percent). In
both State and Federal prisons, inmates age 17 to 24
reported the lowest rate of being HIV positive (0.5 percent
and 0.1 percent, respectively).  In State prisons, inmates
age 35 to 44 reported the highest HIV-positive rate (3.1
percent).  Those State inmates in each age category over
24 were more likely to be HIV positive than those who
were 24 or younger.  In Federal prisons, inmates age 45 or
older reported the highest rate of HIV infection (1.2
percent).
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Those inmates being held on a drug offense in State
prisons reported the highest HIV positive rate (2.9 percent)
(table 9).  Of property offenders, 2.4 percent reported
being HIV positive.  Violent and public-order offenders
reported slightly lower rates (1.9 percent each).  Among
Federal prison inmates, 1.0 percent of violent offenders,
property offenders, and public-order offenders reported
being HIV positive as did 0.4 percent of drug offenders.

The percentage of State and Federal prison inmates report-
ing that they were HIV positive varied by level of prior
drug use.  By type of drug use practice, the following
percentages of State prison inmates reported being HIV
positive:  never using drugs, 1.7 percent HIV positive; ever
used drugs, 2.3 percent; used drugs in the month before
their current offense, 2.7 percent; used a needle to inject
drugs, 4.6 percent; and shared a needle, 7.7 percent HIV
positive.  Like State inmates, Federal inmates who used a
needle and shared a needle had a higher rate of HIV infec-
tion than those inmates who reported ever using drugs or
using drugs in the month before their current offense (1.3
percent and 2.1 percent compared to 0.7 percent and 0.3
percent).  Unlike State inmates, Federal inmates using
drugs in the month prior to their current offense reported a
lower rate of HIV infection (0.3 percent) than inmates who
reported ever using drugs (0.7 percent).
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Note: Data are from the 1996 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails and the 1997 Surveys of Inmates
in State and Federal Correctional Facilities. 

2.14,0227.774,3936.325,476      Ever shared a
         needle

1.39,4434.6168,4464.061,862
   Used needle to
       inject drugs

0.332,1132.7460,6852.9106,907
   In the month before

   offense

0.751,8472.3665,9772.3247,233Ever 
0.3%18,9171.7%123,0491.6%42,242Never 

Prior drug use

1.010,0291.977,0491.764,820Public-order
0.443,8152.9164,2563.365,780Drug
1.04,6602.4178,6012.279,936Property
1.0%10,6811.9%360,3701.5%72,846Violent

Current offense

Percent 
HIV positiveNumber

Percent 
HIV positiveNumber

Percent 
HIV positiveNumberCharacteristic

Federal prisonsState prisonsLocal jails

Inmates ever tested 

Table 9.  Inmates ever tested for the human immunodeficiency virus and results, 
by offense and prior drug use
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At midyear 1993, when the last national census of local
jails was conducted, 1.8 percent of the inmates were
known to be HIV positive.  Among jails reporting data, a
total of 6,711 inmates were HIV positive, and 1,888 had
confirmed AIDS.  The infection rate was highest in the
largest jail jurisdictions.  Almost 3 percent of the inmates
in the Nation's largest jurisdictions were reported HIV
positive.  Among the remaining jurisdictions, the larger the
size, the greater the percentage of inmates with HIV/AIDS.
In jurisdictions with 500 or more inmates, 1.6 percent of the
inmates were infected; in jurisdictions with 250 to 499
inmates, 1.2 percent; and in jurisdictions holding fewer than
250 inmates, 1 percent or less.
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Detailed data, based on interviews of a national sample of
inmates in local jails, are available from the 1996 Survey
of Inmates in Local Jails.  Conducted between October
1995 and March 1996, the survey provides national
estimates of the number of jail inmates tested for
HIV/AIDS and the percent HIV positive.

In 1996, 6,289 local jail inmates (1.2 percent of all
inmates) were known to be HIV positive (table 7).  An
estimated 57 percent of all respondents in the survey said
they had ever been tested for HIV.  Of those who had been
tested for HIV, 2.2 percent said they were HIV positive.
Since admission, about 18 percent of inmates had been
tested for HIV, and 3.9 percent reported HIV positive
results.  

Among jail inmates, 2.1 percent of males and 2.4 percent
of females said they were HIV positive (table 8).  An
estimated 2.6 percent of black inmates, compared to 1.4
percent of white inmates, said they tested HIV positive.
Among male inmates, blacks (2.5 percent) were nearly
twice as likely as whites (1.3 percent) to report being HIV
positive.  Hispanic males had the highest HIV-positive rate
(3.5 percent).  Among female inmates, although the
percentage who reported they were HIV positive was
higher among blacks (3.2 percent) than whites (2.1
percent) and Hispanics (1.3 percent,) the differences were
not statistically significant.

Inmates age 24 or younger had the lowest HIV-positive
rates (0.7 percent), while those 35 to 44 had the highest
rates (3.8 percent).  Inmates 25%34 and 45 or older fell in
the middle (2.1 percent and 3.0 percent, respectively).
Inmates who had completed high school were as likely as
those who had not completed high school to say they
tested HIV positive (2.3 percent).  
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Among jail inmates who said they had been tested for
HIV/AIDS, those held for drug offenses were the most
likely to be HIV positive (3.3 percent) (table 9).  Drug
offenders were twice as likely as violent offenders (1.5
percent) to report that they tested positive for HIV.
Property and public-order offenders reported somewhat
lower rates&2.2 percent and 1.7 percent, respectively.

The percent of jail inmates reporting that they were HIV
positive varied by level of prior drug use.  An estimated
2.3 percent of inmates who had ever used drugs, 2.9
percent of inmates who used drugs in the month before
their current offense, 4.0 percent of inmates who said they
had used needles to inject drugs, and 6.3 percent of those
who had shared a needle with someone else reported being
HIV positive.
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aBased on the average daily population between July 1, 1992,
and June 30, 1993.
bExcludes inmates in facilities that did not report data.
Source:  HIV in Prisons and Jails, 1993.
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National Prisoner Statistics

The National Prisoner Statistics series (NPS) includes an
annual year-end count of prisoners by jurisdiction, sex,
race, Hispanic origin, and admissions and releases during
the year.  The series consists of yearly reports to the
Bureau of Justice Statistics from the departments of
corrections of the 50 States and the District of Columbia
and from the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Since 1991 respondents have been asked to indicate their
policies for testing for HIV and to provide the number of
HIV-infected inmates in their custody on the last day of the
calendar year.

Surveys of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional
Facilities, 1997

The 1997 Surveys of Inmates in State and Federal Correc-
tional Facilities were conducted for the Bureau of Justice
Statistics by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.  The Federal
Bureau of Prisons  co-sponsored the Survey of Inmates in
Federal Correctional Facilities.  Personal interviews were
conducted from June 1997 through October 1997.  Infor-
mation was collected about individual characteristics of
prison inmates, current and prior offenses and sentences,
criminal histories, characteristics of the current offense,
family background, prior drug and alcohol use and treat-
ment, and conditions of confinement.  

The sample for the Federal inmates survey was selected
from a universe of 135 Federal prisons holding sentenced
inmates.  For State inmates the sample came from 1,453
State prisons counted in the 1995 Census of State Correc-
tional Facilities performed on June 30, 1995, with prisons
opening between the census and June 30, 1996, added.
The overall response rate in the State survey was 92.5
percent.  Similar surveys of State prison inmates were
conducted in 1974, 1979, 1986, and 1991.  The first
survey of Federal inmates was done in 1991.

Census of Jails, 1993

The 1993 Census of Jails included all locally administered
confinement facilities (3,287) that held inmates beyond
arraignment and were staffed by municipal or county
employees.  The census also included 17 jails that were
privately operated under contract for local governments.

Excluded from the census were temporary holding facili-
ties, such as drunk tanks and police lockups, that do not
hold persons after being formally charged in court (usually
with in 72 hours of arrest).  Also excluded were State-
operated facilities in Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware,
Hawaii, Rhode Island, and Vermont, which have combined
jail-prison systems.

Survey of Inmates in Local Jails, 1996

The 1996 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails was conducted
for BJS by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.  Through
personal interviews conducted from October 1995 through
March 1996, data were collected on individual characteris-
tics of jail inmates, current offenses, sentences and time
served, criminal histories, jail activities, conditions and
programs, prior drug and alcohol use and treatment, and
health care services provided while in jail.  The sample for
the 1996 survey was selected from a universe of 3,328 jails
that were enumerated from the 1993 Census of Jails.  The
total nonresponse was 13.7 percent.  Similar surveys of jail
inmates were conducted in 1972, 1978, 1983, and 1989.  

Accuracy of the Survey Estimates

The accuracy of the estimates from the 1996 Survey of
Inmates in Local Jails and the 1997 Surveys of Inmates in
State and Federal Correctional Facilities depends on two
types of error:  sampling and nonsampling.  Sampling error
is variation that may occur by chance because a sample
rather than a complete enumeration of the population was
conducted.  Nonsampling error can be attributed to many
sources, such as nonresponse, differences in the interpreta-
tion of questions among inmates, recall difficulties, and
processing errors.  In any survey the full extent of the
nonsampling error is never known.

The sampling error, as measured by an estimated standard
error, varies by the size of the estimate and the size of the
base population.  Estimates for the percentage of inmates
ever tested for HIV and the percentage who tested HIV
positive have been calculated (see table 10).  These
standard errors may be used to construct confidence inter-
vals around percentages.  For example, the 95-percent
confidence interval around the percentage of males in local
jails who were HIV positive is approximately 2.1 percent
plus or minus 1.96 times 0.33 percent (or 1.5 percent to
2.7 percent).
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These standard errors may also be used to test the statisti-
cal significance of the difference between two sample
estimates by pooling the standard errors of the estimates
(that is, by taking the square root of the sum of the squared
standard errors for each sample estimate).  All compari-
sons discussed in this report were statistically significant at
the 95-percent confidence level.

AIDS in the U.S. Resident Population

The number of persons with confirmed AIDS in the U.S.
general population (age 13 and over) was derived from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report, year-end editions
1991%1996.  For each year the number of active AIDS
cases in the United States was calculated by subtracting the
number of cumulative AIDS deaths for people age 15 and
older at year-end from the cumulative number of total
AIDS cases for people age 13 and older at year-end as
listed in the HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report.

The data for the U.S. general population, excluding
persons under age 13, from 1991 to 1996 were taken from
the U.S. Population Estimates, by Age, Sex, Race, and
Hispanic Origin: 1990 to 1995, PPL-41, and the update for
1996.

The rate of confirmed AIDS cases in the U.S. resident
population was calculated by dividing the annual totals for
individuals with AIDS by the population estimates for the
U.S. resident population of individuals 13 and older.

The classification system for HIV infection and the case
definition for AIDS were expanded in 1993.  This expan-
sion improved estimates of the number and the characteris-
tics of persons with HIV disease, but complicated interpre-
tation of AIDS trends.  The increase in reported AIDS
cases in 1993 was largely the consequence of the added
surveillance criteria.  (See CDC, Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report, Vol. 43, No. 45, November 18,1994.)

AIDS-Related Deaths in the United States

The number of AIDS-related deaths for persons age 15%54
was derived from the CDC, HIV/AIDS Surveillance
Report, year-end editions.  Deaths in the U.S. population
for persons age 15%54 were taken from the CDC, Monthly
Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 42, No. 2(S); Vol. 43, No. 12;
Vol. 43, No. 6(S); Vol. 45, No. 3(S); and Vol. 45, No.
11(S).

AIDS-related deaths as a percentage of all deaths in the
U.S. population were calculated by dividing the national
estimate of AIDS deaths of  persons age 15%54 by the
national mortality estimates of persons age 15%54 in a
given year.  
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1.411.091.71      Shared a needle
0.730.570.85    Used needle to inject drugs
0.190.270.58    Used month before offense
0.230.210.33  Ever used

%0.25%0.41%0.62  Never used
Prior drug use

0.620.550.66  Public-order
0.190.460.79  Drug
0.910.400.52  Property

%0.60%0.25%0.49  Violent
Current Offense

0.230.340.49  High school graduate or more
0.380.270.46  GED

%0.42%0.33%0.47  Less than high school
Education

0.330.250.38  Never married
0.000.880.97  Separated
0.310.390.88  Widowed/divorced

%0.30%0.40%0.58  Married
Marital Status

0.520.601.13  45 or older
0.260.400.85  35%44
0.270.300.42  25%34

%0.27%0.20%0.30  Under 24
Age

0.001.670.76    Female
0.560.611.09    Male
0.520.580.98  Hispanic
1.150.720.74    Female
0.510.380.53    Male
0.480.370.47  Black non-Hispanic
0.630.800.68    Female
0.330.310.41    Male

%0.31%0.29%0.38  White non-Hispanic
Race/Hispanic origin

0.350.440.44  Female
%0.19%0.20%0.33  Male

Sex

Federal
prisons

State 
prisons

Local 
jailsCharacteristics

Table 10.  Standard error estimates for the 1996 Survey 
of Inmates in Local Jails and the 1997 Surveys of State 
and Federal Correctional Facilities



HIV Prevalence Rates from Blinded Studies 

Data from blinded studies on HIV prevalence rates in
Massachusetts, Maryland, California, and New York were
gathered from several sources:

B. Werner et al., “Drop in HIV Seroprevalence among
Men and Women Entering Massachusetts Prisons,”
Abstract No. 115, presented at the Third Conference on
Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections, Washington,
D.C.,  January 28%February 1, 1996.

C. Behrendt et al., “Voluntary Testing for HIV in a Prison
Population with a High Prevalence of HIV.” American
Journal of Epidemiology, 139 (1994) pp. 918-26.

J. Ruiz and J. Mikanda, Seroprevalence of HIV, Hepatitis
B, Hepatitis C, and Risk Behaviors among Inmates Enter-
ing the California Correctional System (Sacramento:  
California Department of Health Services, Office of AIDS,
HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Branch, March 1996). 

J. Mikl et al., “Trends in HIV Infection Rates among New
York State Prison Inmates, 1987%1997,” Poster abstract
Number 23516, presented at the 12th World Congress on
AIDS, Geneva, June 30, 1997.
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