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Background

This study is part of an ongoing Bureau of
Justice Statistics (BJS) project referred to as
FIST (Firearm Inquiries STatistics) being con-
ducted by the Regional Justice Information
Service (REJIS) of St. Louis, Missouri. The
purpose of the study is to provide an overview
of how the firearm check procedures work

in the various states to help in measuring

the impact of the "Brady Act" (Public Law
103-159, Handgun Control, Multiple Firearm
Purchases, and Federal Firearms License
Reform: Brady Handgun Violence Prevention
Act).

This document is based on a three-part sur-
vey sent to all of the states in June 1995.
Part A, Firearms Inquiry Statistical Technique,
focuses on the process and procedures an
agency follows to review an application to
purchase a firearm. Part B, Firearms Inquiry
Survey Tracking, focuses on individual trans-
actions involving the initial rejection of an ap-
plication. Part C, FEirearms Inquiry Statistical
Tally, shows the total number of applications
processed and the resulting decisions. No
identification information related to a specific
individual is collected. Additionally, the states
were informed that their responses were
entirely voluntary.

The survey's Part A is designed to be filled
out only once. Part B and Part C are
designed to be implemented on a continuing
basis, each state submitting either Part B re-
jection records or a Part C summary at the
end of each month. Most of the states re-
sponded to Part A but declined to submit part
B or C until BJS- supported automated proc-
essing software was developed by REJIS.
This BJS software was released to the states
in December 1995, and data concerning the
numbers of applications being processed will
shortly become available on a regular basis.

This report summarizes the Part A responses
received from 40 states as well as verbal
discussions the non-responding states had
with REJIS interviewers. Moreover, each
summary, once prepared, was forwarded to
the state for review, and clarifying comments
were used to adjust the summary. As a
result, REJIS believes the summary to be
substantially correct.

For the purposes of this report, the term
CLEO (Chief Law Enforcement Officer) refers
to any agency designated as authorized to
perform criminal record checks for handgun
purchases under the Brady Act or, in the case
of Brady Alternative States, under its own leg-
islation. Note that responses may reflect the
fact that states may place additional restric-
tions or ask for additional personal identifiers
to purchase a handgun besides those
required in the Brady Act. Also note that state
restoration of firearm privileges may not
remove Federal firearm disabilities (for further
information contact the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms [BATF] to make such
a determination). Appendix A lists each
state's FIST contact. Appendix B, Status of
the States, summarizes each state's number
of CLEOSs, reported instant check capability,
and initial rejection data as of January 1996.

REJIS wishes to thank the state representa-
tives who responded to the survey, those who
reviewed the summary for their state, and
others who helped in the preparation of this
document.



ALABAMA

A BRADY ALTERNATE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Alabama
Bureau of Investigation and the Alabama
Criminal Justice Information Center. These
agencies are not CLEOs as defined by the
Brady Act. The CLEOSs in the state of
Alabama are the local sheriffs and police
departments.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state of Alabama places the
following additional restrictions on
the purchase of handguns
besides those required in the
Brady Act. It requires a 48 hour
minimum waiting period before
the sale of the handgun.

Limitations on Use: Alabama
does place limitations on carrying
handguns. It does not place any
limitations on the use or
acquisition of long guns.

Permits: Alabama does not
require a permit to purchase a
handgun.

Handgun Registration: Neither handguns
nor long guns are registered.

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by
Federal Firearm Licensees are covered by
state law including sales by pawnshops;
however redemptions by the person who
pawned the gun are not covered by Alabama
law.

Background Checks: Background checks
on the purchase of handguns are done by
the local sheriffs and police

Alabama
Pop
4,040,587

departments. The dealer requests a check
from the local sheriff or police department by
sending the application to the CLEO via
registered or certified mail. The results of
that check are sent back to the dealer.

Information on the Application: In addition to
the standard information the following
information is required: occupation, make,
model, caliber and manufacturer’s number.

Fees Charged: There are no state
mandated fees. Any fee charged
is at the discretion of the local
CLEO.

State Data: Alabama makes the
following data available to each
CLEO via its statewide computer
network: Wanted and Warrant
data, Arrest data, and Probation
and Parole data. These files are
fully automated and contain 100%
of the data that is available at the
state level.

Retention of Applications: The
local CLEO keeps the applications on file for
6 years.

Statistics Maintained: Alabama maintains
statistics on the number of stolen handguns
and the number of recovered handguns and
has statistics on or can identify events which
involved drugs, homicides, assaults, or the
murder or assault of a police officer.




ALASKA

A BRADY STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Alaska
Department of Public Safety. This agency is
a CLEO as defined by the Brady Act. The
State Department of Public Safety and local
police agencies function as CLEOs.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: Alaska
does not place any additional restrictions on
the purchase of handguns besides those
required by Brady.

Permits: Alaska does
not require a permit to
purchase a handgun.

Handgun Registration:
Handguns are not
registered in Alaska.

Scope of Sales
Covered: The only sales
of handguns that are
regulated in Alaska are
those covered by the
Brady Act.

Restoration of rights:
The state of Alaska
does not allow a convicted felon’s right to
own a handgun to be restored.

Background Checks: Background checks on
handgun purchases are performed by the
state and local police. The dealer requests
a check from the state or local police office
with jurisdiction. The results of that check
are sent back to the dealer.

Information on the Application: Alaska does

Alaska

Pop
550,043

not provide for any additional data besides
that on the standard BATF form.

Fees Charged: There are no state mandated
fees. Any fee charged is at the discretion of
the local CLEO.

State Data: Alaska makes the following data
available to each CLEO via its statewide
computer network: Wanted, Warrant, and
Arrest data. These files
are fully automated and
contain 100% of the data
that is available at the
state level.

Retention of Applications:
As a Brady State the local
CLEO keeps the
approved applications for
a maximum of 20 days.

Current Activity: For the
period from March of
1994 to July of 1995
Alaska processed 23,858
applications. 23,280
were approved and 562
were disapproved. This
represents a rejection rate of 2.35%.




ARIZONA

A BRADY STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:

This information was provided by the
Arizona Criminal Justice Information Center.
This agency is a CLEO as defined by the
Brady Act. On October 1 of 1994 Arizona
went to a statewide instant check system
using a 1-800 number. Prior to that, the
CLEOs were local agencies.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: None

Limitations on Use: Arizona
does place limitations on
carrying handguns including
carrying a  concealed
handgun. It also places
limitations on carrying a
long gun or a concealed
long gun.

Permits: Arizona does not
require a permit to purchase
a handgun.

Handgun Registration:
Handguns are not
registered. Carrying a

concealed handgun does
require a permit.

Scope of Sales Covered: The only sales of
handguns that are regulated in the Arizona
are those covered by the Brady Act.

Restoration of rights: The state of Arizona
does allow a convicted felon’s right to own a
handgun to be restored. This procedure
requires a court order signed by a judge.
Prior to 1988 restoration of civil rights was
automatic and did not require a court order.

Arizona

Pop

3,665,228

Background Checks: Arizona has an instant
check system. Background checks on
purchases of handguns are done by Arizona
Department of Safety. The dealer requests a
check from them by using a 1-800 number,
regular phone, by mail, or fax. The results of
that check are sent back to the dealer using
the same methods.

Information on the Application: Arizona uses
only the standard BATF form.

[nquiry Process: For
applications which require no
research the process
normally takes less than 5
minutes. For those requiring
research it normally takes
less than 5 days.

Fees Charged: No fee
charged.
State Data: Arizona has

access to the following data
on its state computer network:
Wanted and Warrant data,
Arrest data, and Probation
and Parole data if it is part of the person’s
criminal history data. These files are fully
automated and contain 100% of the data that
is available at the state level. In addition they
also have access to sex offender registration
data, Department of Corrections data

Retention of Applications: As a Brady State
the local CLEO keeps approved applications
for a maximum of 20 days.




ARKANSAS

A BRADY STATE

SOURCE _OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Arkansas
State Police. This agency is a CLEO as
defined by the Brady Act.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state does not place any additional
restrictions on the purchase of handguns
besides those required in the Brady Act.

Limitations on Use: Arkansas
does place limitations on
carrying handguns,
concealed handguns, long
guns or concealed long gun
for most felons.

Permits: Arkansas does not
require a permit to purchase
a handgun.

Handgun Registration:
Handguns are not registered in Arkansas.

Scope of Sales Covered: The only sales of
handguns that are regulated in Arkansas
are those covered by the Brady Act.

Restoration of rights: The state of
Arkansas does allow a convicted felon’s
right to own a handgun to be restored in
some cases. This occurs with some
expungements, some pardons, or the
governor can restore these rights.

Background Checks: Background checks
on purchases of handguns are done by the
Arkansas State Police. The dealer requests
a check from them by using a 1-900
number, certified mail, in person, or fax.

Arkansas
Pop
2,350,725

The results of that check are sent back to
the dealer if the application is rejected. If it
is not rejected the 5 day waiting period is
allowed to expire.

Information on the Application: Arkansas
uses only the standard BATF form.

Inquiry Process: Arkansas does not reply
unless it is to deny an
application. For those which
do require research it normally
takes less than 5 days.

Fees Charged: Arkansas
charges $15.00 for the
background check and an
additional $3.00 for the 1-900
number if it is used.

State Data: Arkansas has
access to the following data
on its state computer network:
Wanted/Warrant and Arrest data. These
files are fully automated and contain 100%
of the data that is available at the state
level.

Retention of Applications: As a Brady State
the local CLEO keeps approved
applications for a maximum of 20 days.

Current Activity: For the period February
of 1994 to July of 1995 Arkansas
processed 40,019 applications. There
were 39,333 approved and 686
disapproved. This represented a rejection
rate of 1.71%



CALIFORNIA

A BRADY ALTERNATE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the California
Department of Justice. This agency is a
CLEO as defined by the Brady Act.

Additional _Restrictions _on _ Purchase:
Prevents purchase if the applicant is guilty of
any of a list of misdemeanors.
This list places emphasis on
any act which threatens or
harms another individual or
involves the misuse of a
firearm. Same restrictions on
the purchase of a long gun.

Limitations on Use: California
restricts the carrying of
concealed handguns.

Permits for Handguns: Only

required for concealed
handguns.
Handgun Regqistration:

Handguns are not registered in

California., but the automated files maintain
a record of handgun purchases and
transfers.

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by
California Licensed Firearm Dealers are
covered including sales by pawnshops;
redemptions are not covered nor are
antiques and loans of less than 30 days.

Restoration of rights: The state does allow
restoration of a convicted felon’s right to own
a handgun only under if the court reduces
the charge to a misdemeanor.

Background Checks: Background checks

on purchases of handguns are done by
California Department of Justice. The dealer
requests a check and the results are sent
back via mail or regular phone. The
Department has 15 days (or 20 days if
mailed) in which to do the check and the
transfer cannot take place prior to that 15
day period.

Information on the Application:
The following info is required:
name, sex, home address, local
address if traveling, height,
weight, occupation, race, hair
color, eye color, date of
application, make, model, type of
weapon and serial number.

Fees Charged: California
charges $14.00 ($10.00 for
subsequent purchases at the
same time) for the check.

State Data: California has
access to Wanted/Warrant,
Arrest, Probation and Parole, Juvenile,
Mental Health, and Domestic Abuse data.
The files are fully automated (except for
Probation and Parole) and contain 100% of
the data that is available at the state level.

Retention of Applications: All applications
are kept on microfiche indefinitely.

Current Activity: For 1994 and 1995,
472,213 applications. There were 465,817
approved and 6,396 disapproved. This
represents a rejection rate of 1.35%.




COLORADO

A BRADY ALTERNATE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Colorado
Bureau of Investigation. This agency is a
CLEO as defined by the Brady Act.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state will not authorize a gun purchase if

the applicant is gquilty of certain
misdemeanors.
Limitations on Use:

Colorado does place
limitations on carrying
handguns including
carrying a concealed
handgun. It also places
limitations on carrying a
long gun or a concealed
long gun.

Permit to Purchase a
Handgun: Not required.

Handgun Registration: Handguns are not
registered in Colorado.

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by
Federal Firearm Licensees are covered by
state law including sales by pawnshops;
however pawn redemptions are not
covered by State law.

Restoration of rights: In the state of
Colorado a convicted felon’s right to own a
handgun is restored 10 years after release
from supervision.

Background Checks: Colorado has an
instant check system. Background checks
on purchases of handguns are done by
Colorado Bureau of Investigation. The
dealer requests a check by using a 1-800

Colorado

Pop

number.

Information on the Application: Colorado’s
application  contains the following
information: name, address, race, sex,
date of birth, SSN, date of request, and
action taken.

Inquiry _Process: For
applications which require
no research the check
process takes less than 1
minute. For those which
require research it takes
less than 1 day.

3,294,394

Fees Charged: Colorado
charges $10.00 for the
background check.

State Data: Colorado has
access to the following data on its state
computer network: Wanted and Warrant
data, Arrest data, Probation and Parole
data, Juvenile data and Domestic Abuse
data. These files are fully automated.

Retention of Applications: Colorado keeps
the approved applications for 1 day and the
disapproved applications for 60 days.

Current Activity: For the period from
January 1994 to December 1995, Colorado
processed 118,020 applications. There
were 110,395 approved and 7,625
disapproved. This represents a 6.46%
initial denial rate.




CONNECTICUT

A BRADY ALTERNATE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Connecticut
State Police. This agency is a CLEO as
defined by the Brady Act.

Additional Restrictions on  Purchase:
Prevents handguns from being purchased if
the applicant is guilty of any of 11
misdemeanors pertaining to Firearms and to
dangerous weapons or when suitability can
be questioned when involved in public
incidents.

Limitations _on  Use:
Connecticut does place
limitations on carrying
handguns and purchase
of long guns.

Permits: Connecticut law
requires a permit which
the applicant carries to
the dealer to certify that
they are authorized to
purchase a handgun.

Handgun Registration:
registered in Connecticut.

Handguns are

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by
Federal Firearm Licensees and individuals
are covered by state law including sales by
pawnshops and redemptions by the person
who pawned the gun.

Restoration of rights: Rights are restored if
the person goes to the Board of pardons and
has conviction cleared from their record.

Background Checks: Background checks
are done by Connecticut State Police. The
dealer requests a check by using a 1-800

Connecticut

3,287,116

number, regular phone, by mail, in person,
certified mail or fax. If it is not rejected and
the 14 day waiting period expires the person
is allowed to purchase the handgun.

Information on the Application:
Connecticut's application contains the
following information: name, address, race,
sex, height, weight, date of birth, SSN, date
of request, date action taken, action taken,
reason for rejection, type, make, model and
serial number of
weapon.

Inquiry Process: For
those which require no
research the background
check process normally
takes less than 15
minutes. For those
which require research
it normally takes less
than 3 days.

Fees Charged: A fee is

not charged.

State Data: The following data is available on
the state computer network: Arrest (100%),
Probation and Parole (10%) and Domestic
Abuse data (25%).

Retention of Applications: Connecticut keeps
the rejected applications indefinitely The gun
dealer keeps approved for 5 years.




DELAWARE
A BRADY ALTERNATE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Delaware
State Police. This agency is a CLEO as
defined by the Brady Act.

Additional Restrictions on  Purchase:
Delaware prevents handguns from being
purchased if the applicant is guilty of any of
a list of misdemeanors that deal with assault
or drug violation within the last 5 years. It
also places restrictions on those people who
are not yet 25 and who as
juveniles committed acts that
would have been felonies if they
were adults.

Limitations on Use: Limits
carrying a concealed handgun.

Permits: Delaware does not
require a permit to purchase a
handgun.

Handgun Registration:
Handguns are not registered.

Scope of Sales Covered: All

sales by Federal Firearm Licensees are
covered by state law. In addition checks may
be run on private sales. This is an option and
not a requirement.

Restoration of Rights: Can be restored
through a governor’s pardon.

Background Checks: Delaware has an
instant check system. The dealer requests a
check by using a 1-800 number. The results
of that check are sent back to the dealer by
phone.

Information on the Application: Delaware’s

application contains  the  following
information; name, address, race, sex, date
of birth, SSN, date of request, date action
taken, action taken, and if the application
was rejected the type of weapon, make,
model and serial number of weapon.

Inquiry Process: For applications which

require no research the background check

process normally takes less than 6 minutes.

For those which do require research it
normally takes less than 14
minutes.

Pop Fees Charged: No fee is charged.
666,168

State Data: Delaware has access
to the following data on its state
computer network:
Wanted/Warrant, Arrest, Probation
and Parole, Juvenile, Mental
Health, and Dishonorable
Discharge data. These files are
fully automated and contain 100%
of the data that is available at the
state level except for Mental Health
and Dishonorable Discharge which
are partially automated.

Retention of Applications: Delaware keeps
the approved applications for 60 days and
the rejected applications for 5 years.

Current Activity: For September 1995 to
December 1995, Delaware processed 5,697
applications. There were 5,350 approved
and 347 disapproved. This represents a
rejection rate of 6.09%.



FLORIDA

A BRADY ALTERNATE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement. This
agency is a CLEO as defined by the Brady
Act.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: None.

Limitations on Use: Florida limits carrying
concealed handguns.

Permits: No permit, but
the concealed
weapons permit can
serve in place of a
background check. Pop
Handgun Registration:
Not registered.

Scope of Sales
Covered: All sales by
Federal Firearm
Licensees are covered
by state law including
sales by pawnshops; however redemptions
by the person who pawned the gun are not
covered unless the person left the gun there
for more than 90 days.

Restoration of Rights: Yes, through a
governor’s pardon.

Background Checks: Florida is an instant
check state. The dealer uses a 1-800
number or fax. If it is not rejected the 3 day
waiting period is allowed to expire and the
person has the right to purchase the
handgun.

Information on the Application: Florida's

12,937,926

application contains  the  following
information: current name, previous names,
race, sex, date of birth, SSN, date of
request, date action taken, action taken.

Inquiry Process: For applications which
require no research the background check
process normally takes less than 3 minutes.
For those which do require research it
normally takes less than 3 days. However
the applicant must still
wait 3 days to
purchase the
handgun.

Fees Charged: Florida
charges $8.00 for the

background check.

State Data: Florida
has access to the
following state data:
Wanted/Warrant,
Arrest, Probation and
Parole, and Domestic
Abuse data. These files are fully automated
and contain 100% of the data that is
available at the state level.

Retention of Applications: Approved
applications are retained for less than two
days and disapproved applications
indefinitely.

Current Activity: In the years 1994 and 1995
Florida processed 553,865 applications.
There were 535,370 approved and 18,495
disapproved for a rejection rate of 3.34%.




GEORGIA

A BRADY STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Georgia
Bureau of Investigation/Crime Information
Center. This agency is a CLEO as defined by
the Brady Act. On January 1, 1996 Georgia
went to a statewide instant check system
using a 1-800 number. Prior to that, the
CLEOs were the local sheriffs.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state of Georgia does not place any
additional restrictions on the
purchase of handguns besides
those required in the Brady Act.

Limitations on Use: Georgia
does place limitations on
carrying handguns including
carrying a concealed handgun.

Permits: Georgia does not
require a permit to purchase a
handgun.

Handgun Registration:
Handguns are not registered in Georgia.

Scope of Sales Covered: The only sales of
handguns that are regulated in Georgia are
those covered by the Brady Act.

Restoration of Rights: The state of Georgia
does allow a convicted felon’s right to own a
handgun to be restored if granted a pardon
and the Pardon & Parole Board specifically
restores the right to possess a firearm.

Background Checks: Georgia has an instant
check system. Background checks are
performed by the Georgia State Crime
Information Center. The dealer requests a
check using a 1-800 phone number. The
results of that check are sent back to the

10

Pop
6,478,216

dealer.

Information on the Application: Georgia’s
application contains the following information:
name, sex, race, DOB, and SSN.

Inquiry Process: For applications which
require no research the background check
process normally takes less than 5 minutes.
For those which do require research it
normally takes less than 1 day.

Fees Charged:
charges  $5.00
background check.

Georgia
for the

State Data: Georgia makes the
following record checks in
addition to criminal history and
I1l: Wanted and Warrant data,
Arrest data, Probation and
Parole data, and mental health
data. These files are fully
automated and contain 100% of
the data that is available at the

state level.

Retention of Applications: The Georgia
Consent Form is attached to ATF 4473 by
the FFL and retained by the FFL. The state
does not keep a record of approved sales.

Current Activity: Georgia implemented their
state system in January of 1996. For January
Georgia processed 9,386 applications.
8,320 were approved and 978 were
disapproved. This represents a rejection rate
of 10.4%.




HAWAII

A BRADY ALTERNATE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Hawaii
Criminal Justice Information Center and the
Honolulu Police Departments. The CLEOs
in the state of Hawaii are the local police
departments.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase:

In addition to the Brady Act requirements,
the state of Hawaii prevents handguns from
being purchased if the applicant is guilty of
any of misdemeanor
involving violent

Limitations: Hawaii
limits carrying
handguns and long

Permits:  Hawaii Pop
requires a permit. 1,l089229

Handgun
Registration:
Handguns are
registered in Hawaii.

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by
Federal Firearm Licensees are covered by
state law including sales by individuals.
Handguns may not be pawned in Hawaii.

Restoration of Rights: The state of Hawaii
does allow a convicted felon’s right to own

a handgun to be restored through a
governor’s pardon.

Background Checks: Background checks

on purchases of handguns are done by the
police departments.

Information on the Application: Hawaii’s
application  contains the  following
information: name, address, race, sex,
height, weight, date of birth, SSN, phones,
business address, hair and eye color,
photograph, fingerprints, date of request,
date action taken, action taken.

Inquiry Process: Hawaii has a 14-day
waiting period and
permits must be
picked up within 10

date of issue.

acts or domestic O
abuse. days from their

Charged:

D Fees
Hawaii does not

guns. Hawaii <

charge a fee for the
background check.

State Data: Hawaii

checks the state

control repository

of criminal history

records, and NCIC

on applicants.
Mental Health data is also checked
manually.

Retention of Applications: The local CLEO
keeps the applications on file indefinitely.

11



IDAHO

A BRADY ALTERNATE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Idaho
Department of Law Enforcement. This
agency is a CLEO as defined by Brady Act.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state of Idaho does not place any additional
restrictions on the purchase of handguns
besides those required in the
Brady Act.

Limitations on Use: There are
limitations on carrying concealed
handguns and concealed long
guns.

Permits: Required for concealed
weapons only. As of July 1, 1995
this permit may be used in lieu of
a background check.

Handgun Registration: Handguns
are not registered in ldaho.

Scope of Sales Covered: Only
dealers registered with the state of Idaho
may sell handguns.

Restoration of Rights: The state of Idaho
does allow a convicted felon’s right to own a
handgun to be restored automatically after
completion of imprisonment or probation and
parole except for certain felony offenses.

Background Checks: Idaho has an instant
check system. Background checks on
purchases of handguns are done by Idaho
Department of Law Enforcement. The dealer
requests a check from them by using a 1-
800 number or regular phone. The results of
that check are sent back to the dealer using
the same methods.

Pop
1,006,749
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Information on the Application: Idaho’s
application contains  the  following
information: name, address, sex, height,

date of birth, SSN, date of request, date
action taken, and action taken.

Inquiry Process: For applications which
require no research the background check
process normally takes less than
3 minutes. For those which do
require research it normally takes
less than 1 hour.

Fees Charged: Idaho charges
the dealer an annual $100 fee.

State Data: ldaho has access to
the following data on its state
computer network:
Wanted/Warrant and Arrest.
These files are fully automated
and contain 100% of the data
that is available at the state level.
Idaho also has access to a state
civil protective order file.

Retention of Applications: Idaho keeps the
approved applications for less than 5 days
and the disapproved applications indefinitely.

Current Activity: For the period from March
of 1994 to December of 1995 Idaho
processed 57,266 applications. There were
55,550 approved and 1,716 disapproved.
This represents a rejection rate of 3%.




Revised 6/3/96
ILLINOIS

A BRADY ALTERNATIVE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the lllinois
State Police. This agency is the CLEO.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state does not place any additional
restrictions on the purchase of handguns
besides those required in the Brady Act.

Limitations on Use: The state places
limitations on carrying handguns (in-
cluding carrying a concealed handgun)
and long gun (or a concealed long gun).

Permits: The state issues a 5
year permit to purchase a
handgun.

Handgun Registration:
Handguns are not registered.

Scope of Sales Covered: All
sales by Federal Firearm
Licensees are covered by
state law, as well as sales
from one individual to another
and by pawnshops (including
redemptions by the person
who pawned the gun).

Restoration of Rights: A felon’s right to
own a handgun can be restored if an
appeal process is followed.

Background Checks: Background checks
on handgun purchases are done by the
state police. The dealer requests a check
by a 1-900 number.

lllinois
Pop

11,430,602
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Information on the Application: lllinois’
application contains: name, address,
race, sex, height, weight, date of birth,
eye color, hair color, previous names, and
picture.

Inquiry Process: Applications which
require no research are completed in less
than 1 minute. Those which require
research are completed within 3 days.

Fees Charged: There is a $5.00 fee for
the issuance of a Firearm Owner’s
Identification Card (FOID).
lllinois charges the gun dealer
$2.00 for the instant background
check.

State Data: lllinois has access to
the following data on its state
computer network: wanted,
warrant, arrest, and mental
health. The files are fully
automated and contain 100% of
the data that are available at the
state level.

Retention of Applications: The
data from the 1-900 call is not
kept. The information on the FPIC is
archived to microfilm.

Current Activity: For the period from
January 1995 to December 1995, lllinois
processed 190,055 applications. There
were 188,128 approved and 1,927
disapproved. This represents a rejection
rate of 1.01%.




INDIANA

A BRADY ALTERNATE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This application through the mail. The results of

information was provided by the Indiana that check are sent back via phone.

State Police. This agency is a CLEO as

defined by the Brady Act. Information on the Application: Indiana’s
application contains  the  following

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The information: name, address, race, Sex,

state of Indiana does not place any height, weight, hair color, eye color, date of

additional restrictions on the birth, finger prints, occupation, and

purchase of handguns besides scars, marks and tattoos.
those required in the Brady Act.
Inquiry Process: Indiana has a 10
Limitations on Use: Indiana Indiana day waiting period.

does place limitations on
carrying handguns including Po Fees Charged: Indiana does not
carrying a concealed handgun. P charge a fee for the background

check.

5,544,159

Permits: Indiana does not
require a permit to purchase a
handgun.

State Data: Indiana has access to
the following data on its state
computer network: Arrest data. This

Handgun Regqistration: file is fully automated and contain

Handguns are  voluntarily 100% of the data that is available at

registered in Indiana. the state level.

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by Retention of Applications: Indiana does not

Federal Firearm Licensees are covered by keep approved applications and keeps

state law including sales by pawnshops and disapproved applications indefinitely.

sales from one individual to another.

Redemptions of handguns by their owner Current Activity: For the month of June 1995

are treated as new sales. Indiana processed 6,893 applications.
There were 6,883 approved and 10 were

Restoration of Rights: The state of Indiana disapproved. This represents a rejection

does allow a convicted felon’s right to own a rate of 0.15%.

handgun to be restored through a governor’s

pardon.

Background Checks: Background checks

on purchases of handguns are done by
Indiana State Police. The dealer or applicant
requests a check from them by submitting an
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IOWA

A BRADY ALTERNATE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by lowa
Department of Public Safety. This agency is
not a CLEO as defined by the Brady Act.
The CLEOs in the state of lowa are the local
sheriff departments.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: In
addition to the restrictions of the Brady act,
the state of lowa prohibits the sale of
handguns to anyone who has been
convicted of a felony, domestic abuse or
other serious assault; has a
history of repeated acts of

handgun to be restored through a pardon.

Background Checks: Background checks
on purchases of handguns are done by the
county sheriffs. The sheriff then issues
permits to purchase that are valid for one
year.

Information on the Application: lowa’s

application contains  the  following

information: name, address, date of birth,

SSN, date of request, date action taken, and
action taken.

violence; is addicted to Inquiry Process: lowa has a
alcohol or a controlled |Owa minimum 3 day waiting period.
substance; or has been Permits may not be issued
adjudged mentally Pop without the check being
incompetent. 2,776,755 competed.

Limitations on Use: Iowa
places limitations on carrying
a handgun, carrying a
concealed handgun, carrying a long gun and
carrying a concealed long gun.

Permits: lowa requires an annually renewed
permit to purchase a handgun.

Handgun Registration:
registered in lowa.

Handguns are not

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by
Federal Firearm Licensees are covered
including sales from one individual to
another and sales by pawnshops; however
redemptions by the person who pawned the
gun are not covered by State law.

Restoration of Rights: The state of lowa
does allow a convicted felon’s right to own a
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Fees Charged: There are no
state mandated fees. Any fee
charged is at the discretion of
the local CLEO.

State Data: lowa has access to the following
data on its state computer network: 100% of
its Wanted and Warrant, Arrest data, and
Domestic Abuse data. And some Probation
and Parole and Juvenile data. In addition
they also have access to manual files for
Mental Health, Dishonorable Discharge, and
lllegal Alien data.

Retention of Applications: lowa keeps the
approved and rejected applications for up to
4 years.




KANSAS

A BRADY STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by Kansas Bureau
of Investigation. This agency is not a CLEO
as defined by the Brady Act. The CLEOs in
the state of Kansas are the local sheriffs and
police departments.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state of Kansas does not place any
additional restrictions on the purchase of
handguns besides those required in the
Brady Act.

Use:
place
carrying

Limitations  on
Kansas  does
limitations on
handguns including
carrying a concealed
handgun. It also places
limitations on the carrying
a long gun or a concealed
long gun.

Permits: Kansas does not require a permit to
purchase a handgun.

Handgun Registration:
registered in Kansas.

Handguns are not

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by
Federal Firearm Licensees are covered by
state law including sales by pawnshops and
from one individual to another.

Restoration of Rights: The state of Kansas
allows a convicted felon’s right to own a
handgun to be restored after 10 years (5 if it
was a minor felony) unless the person was
in possession of a firearm during the event
or it was a drug offense.

Background Checks:

Background checks

Kansas
Pop

2,477,574

16

on purchases of handguns are done by the

local sheriffs and police departments.
The dealer requests a check from the local
sheriff or police department by sending the
application to the CLEO via phone, in
person, mail, fac, or certified mail. The
results of that check are sent back to the
dealer.

Information on the Application: Kansas does
not provide for any additional data besides
that on the standard form
supplied by the BATF.

Inquiry  Process:  This
process usually takes less
than 1 day.

Fees Charged: There are no
state mandated fees. Any
fee charged is at the
discretion of the local CLEO.

State Data: Kansas makes the following
data available to each CLEO via its
statewide computer network: Arrest data and
Juvenile data. These files are about 20%
automated. Requests to the state are sent
by teletype.

Retention of Applications: As a Brady State
the local CLEO keeps the approved
applications for a maximum of 20 days.




KENTUCKY

A BRADY STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  This
information was provided by the Kentucky
State Police. This agency is a CLEO as
defined by the Brady Act.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state does not place any additional
restrictions on the purchase of handguns
besides those required in the Brady Act.

Limitations _on Use: Kentucky places
limitations on carrying handguns including
carrying a concealed handgun. It also
places limitations on carrying a long gun
or a concealed long gun.

Permits: Kentucky does
not require a permit to
purchase a handgun.

Handgun Registration:
Handguns are not
registered in Kentucky.

Scope of Sales
Covered: The only
sales of handguns that are regulated are
those covered by the Brady Act.

Restoration of Rights: The state of
Kentucky does allow a convicted felon’s
right to own a handgun to be restored
through a governor’s pardon.

Background Checks: Background checks
on purchases of handguns in Marshall,
Ballard, and Callaway counties are
performed by the county sheriff.
Background checks throughout the rest of
the Commonwealth are done by Kentucky
State Police. The dealer requests a check
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3,685,296
Kentucky

from them by mail, fax or certified mail. If
the application is rejected the denial is
telephoned to the dealer with only the
message number from the background
check response. The applicant will receive
a denial letter stating the charge,
contributing agency, date of arrest, and
disposition, if available.

Information on the Application: Kentucky
does not provide for any additional data
besides that on the standard BATF form,
except that it requires the SSN.

Inquiry Process: For applications which
require no research, the background check
normally takes less than 3
days. For those which do
require research it may
sometimes take up to 3
days.

Pop

Fees Charged: There is no
fee charged.

State Data: Kentucky has
access to the following data on its state
computer network: Wanted and Warrant
data, Arrest data, and Domestic Abuse
data. These files are fully automated and
contain 100% of the data that is available
at the state level.

Retention of Applications: As a Brady
State the local CLEO keeps the approved
applications for a maximum of 20 days.



LOUISIANA

A BRADY STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by Louisiana
State Police. This agency is not a CLEO
as defined by the Brady Act. The CLEOs
in the state of Louisiana are the local
sheriffs.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state does not place any
additional restrictions on
the purchase of handguns
besides those required in
the Brady Act.

L ouisiana

through a governor’s pardon.

Background Checks: Background
checks on purchases of handguns are
done by the local sheriffs. The dealer
requests a check from the local sheriff
by sending the application to the CLEO.

Information on  the
Application: Louisiana

does not provide for any
additional data besides
that on the standard

Limitations __on Use: form supplied by the
Louisiana does place BATF.

imitai : Pop

imitations on  carrying

concealed handguns. It 4,219,973 Fees Charged:There
does not place any are no state mandated

limitations on the use or
acquisition of long guns.

Permits: Louisiana does not require a
permit to purchase a handgun.

Handgun Registration: Handguns are not
registered in Louisiana.

Scope of Sales Covered: The only sales
of handguns that are regulated in the
State are those covered by the Brady
Act.

Restoration of Rights: The state of
Louisiana does allow a convicted felon’s

right to own a handgun to be restored
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fees. Any fee charged is
at the discretion of the
local CLEO.

Louisiana makes the

State Data:
following data available to each CLEO via
its statewide computer network: Arrest
data. This file is fully automated and

contains 100% of the data that is
available at the state level.

Retention of Applications: As a Brady
State the local CLEO keeps the approved
applications for a maximum of 20 days.



MAINE

A BRADY STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by Maine state
Police. This agency and the local police
departments are CLEOs as defined by the
Brady Act.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state of Maine does not place any additional
restrictions on the purchase of handguns
besides those required in the Brady Act.

Limitations to Use: The state of
Maine does place restrictions
on carrying handguns including
carrying a concealed handgun.
These restrictions mainly deal
with where a handgun can be
carried.

Permits: Maine does not require Pop

a permit to purchase a 1,227,928
handgun.

Handgun Reqgistration:

Handguns are not registered in
Maine.

Scope of Sales Covered: The

only sales of handguns that are regulated in
the State are those covered by the Brady
Act.

Restoration of Rights: The state of Maine
does allow a convicted felon’s right to own a
handgun to be restored through a governor’s
pardon.

Background Checks: Background checks on
purchases of handguns are done by the local
police departments. The dealer requests a
check from the local police department by

Maine
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sending the application to the CLEO.

Information on the Application: Maine does
not provide for any additional data besides
that on the standard form supplied by the
BATF.

Inquiry Process: When performed by the

state police the process for approved

applications is normally competed within 24

hours. Processing applications which are not
approved normally takes less than
72 hours.

Fees Charged: There are no state
mandated fees. Any fee charged is
at the discretion of the local CLEO.

State Data: Maine makes the
following data available to each
CLEO: Wanted and Warrant data,
Arrest data, Department of Motor
Vehicle data. These files are
maintained manually and are
accessed via teletype.

Retention of Applications: As a
Brady State the local CLEO keeps
the approved applications for a maximum of
20 days.




MARYLAND

A BRADY ALTERNATIVE STATE

SOURCE _OF INFORMATION: This information: name, address, race, sex,

information was provided by the Maryland height, weight, hair color, eye color, date of

Criminal Justice Information Center. This birth, SSN, occupation, date of request,

agency is a CLEO as defined by Brady. date action taken, action taken, type of
weapon, make, model and serial number of

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The weapon.

applicant must be a resident for 1 month.

Must not be habitually intoxicated and not Inquiry Process: For applications which

convicted of one of about 90 require no research the background check

misdemeanors. process normally takes less than 5 days.
For those requiring research it normally

Limitations on Use: Carrying a concealed takes less than 1 month.

handgun. It also has limits on carrying a

long gun or a concealed long gun. Fees Charged: Maryland charges $10.00

for the background check.
Permits: Maryland does not require a
permit to purchase a State Data:

handgun. Maryland has

access to the
Handgun Registration: Wanted/Warrant,
Handguns are Arrest, and

Probation and
Parole data. The

registered in Maryland.

Maryland

Scope of  Sales Pop Arrest and Wanted/
Covered: All sales by 4,781,468 Warrant files are
Federal Firearm fully automated and
Licensees are covered by state law contain 100% of the data available at the
including sales by pawnshops; however state level.
pawn redemptions are not covered by
State law. Private sales are not regulated. Retention of Applications: Maryland keeps
the approved applications indefinitely and
Restoration of Rights: Through a disapproved applications for 3 years.
governor’'s pardon if more than 10 years
have passed and no other events have Current Activity: For the year 1995
occurred. Maryland processed 32,608 applications.
There were 32,248 approved and 360
Background Checks: The dealer requests a disapproved. This represents a rejection
check by certified mail. Maryland has a rate of 1.10%.

minimum 7 day waiting period.

Information on the Application: Maryland’s
application  contains the  following
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MASSACHUSETTS

A BRADY ALTERNATIVE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This purchases of handguns are done by the local
information was provided by Massachusetts police departments. The applicant contacts
Department of Public Safety. This agency is their local police department to obtain the
not a CLEO as defined by the Brady Act. permit. The CLEO has 40 days to process
The CLEOs in the state of Massachusetts the application for the permit.
are the local police departments.

Information on the Application: The
Additional Restrictions on Purchase: application contains the following information:
The applicant must be able to satisfy the name, address, phone, Place of birth,
local CLEO that the applicant has a both a business address, employer, occupation,
proper purpose for purchasing the gun and build, complexion, eye color, hair color,
that they are a suitable person. height, weight, date of birth, SSN, mother’s

maiden name, fathers name, applicant’s

Limitations:
Massachusetts
places restrictions on
carrying handguns
and on carrying long
guns.

other names,
fingerprints,
photograph,
references.

Pop 6,016,42
Massachusetts

Fees Charged:
Massachusetts
charges $20.

Permits
Massachusetts does

require a permit to State Data:
purchase a handgun. Massachusetts
It is called a Firearm Identification Card (FID). provides the following data on its state
computer network: Wanted and Warrant,
Handgun Registration: Handguns which are Arrest, Probation and Parole, Juvenile data.
purchased in the state are registered in These files are fully automated and contain
Massachusetts. Person’s moving into the 100% of the data that is available at the state
state who own handguns must notify the level. In addition, manual files are kept on
state that they are doing so. Mental Health data.
Scope of Sales Covered: In addition to those Retention of Applications: Massachusetts
sales covered by the Brady Act, keeps their copy indefinitely.

Massachusetts regulates the transfer of
handguns to anyone. Handguns cannot be
pawned in Massachusetts.

Restoration of Rights: A convicted felon’s
right to own a handgun to be restored
through a governor’s pardon.

Background Checks: Background checks on
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MICHIGAN

A BRADY ALTERNATIVE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by Michigan State
Police. The CLEOs in the state of Michigan
are the local sheriffs and police departments.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: As of
April 1, 1996, the following court dispositions
and orders will prohibit the purchasing and
possession of firearms. Orders of: 1)
conditional bond release. 2)not guilty by
reason of insanity 3)legal guardianship
4)involuntary hospitalization/treatment for
mental illness. 5)personal

protection, includes
domestic violence,
stalking, and divorce

injunctions 6) conditional
bond release.

Limitations on Use:
Michigan limits carrying
concealed handguns and
carrying handguns in
certain areas.

Permits: Yes, required.

Handgun Registration: Registration required.

Scope of Sales Covered: Federal Firearm
Licensees and private individuals (including
gifts and loans). Handguns cannot be
pawned.

Restoration of Rights: Felons may have their
rights restored 5 years after completion of
their sentence for violent offenses through
review by the local county concealed
weapons licensing board. Felons convicted
of non-violent offenses regain their rights 3
years after completion of their sentence.
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Background Checks: Michigan has an
instant check system. The applicant applies
in person.

Information on the Application: Name,
address, race, sex, height, hair color, eye
color, date of birth, and date the license to
purchase is issued. At the time of
registration the make, caliber, type, model
and serial number of weapon is collected.

Inquiry Process: For applications not
needing research, non
automated agencies
normally take less than 1
hour. Automated
agencies take less than 5
minutes. Applications
requiring research
normally take less than 5

days.

Michigan

Fees Charged: At local
discretion, but not over
$5.00.

State Data: The following
data is available to each CLEO:
Wanted\Warrant, Arrest, Juvenile if
reportable to the state, and Probation and
Parole data. Files are fully automated. Some
Corrections data is also available.

Retention of Applications: Approved
applications for 6 years and disapproved
applications indefinitely.

Current Activity: In 1995 Michigan processed
201,797 applications. There were 1,696
disapproved. This represents a rejection
rate of 0.84%.




MINNESOTA

A BRADY ALTERNATIVE STATE

SOURCE _OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by Minnesota
Department of Public Safety. This agency is
not a CLEO as defined by the Brady Act.
The CLEOs in the state of Minnesota are
the local sheriffs and police departments.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state of Minnesota does not place any
additional restrictions on the purchase of
handguns besides those required in the
Brady Act.

Limitations: Minnesota does
require a permit in order to
carrying a handgun.

Permits: Minnesota does
require a permit to purchase
a handgun. It is good for one
year.

Handgun Registration:
Handguns are not registered
in Minnesota.

Scope of Sales Covered: The
only sales of handguns that
are regulated in the State are those
covered by the Brady Act.

Restoration of Rights: The state of
Minnesota does not allow a convicted
felon’s right to own a handgun to be
restored.

Background Checks: Background checks
on purchases of handguns are done by the
local sheriffs and police departments. The

individual requests a permit from the local

Minnesota
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sheriff or police department If approved a
one year permit is issued.

Information on the Application:
Minnesota’s application contains the
following information: name, address,
phone number, height, weight, hair color,
date of birth. An Id with color photo is also
required to be shown.

Inquiry Process: The CLEO has 7 days in
which to complete the background check. If
the application is rejected a letter is sent to

the applicant explaining why.

Fees Charged:There are no
state mandated fees any fee
charged is at the discretion of
the local CLEO.

State Data. Minnesota
makes the following data
available to each CLEO via
its statewide  computer
network: Warrants/Wanted
and Criminal History data.
Theses files are fully
automated and contain 100%
of the data that is available at the state
level. The local CLEOs can also check
manual files that contain information on
Mental Health and Chemical Dependancy.

There are no
retention of

Retention of Applications:
state laws regarding
applications in Minnesota.




MISSISSIPPI

A BRADY STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by Mississippi
Department of Public Safety. This agency is
not a CLEO as defined by the Brady Act.
The CLEOs in the state of Mississippi are the
local sheriffs and police departments and for
some unincorporated areas the State Police.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state of Mississippi does not
place any additional
restrictions on the purchase of
handguns besides those
required in the Brady Act.

Limitations on Use: Mississippi
does place limitations on
carrying handguns including
carrying a concealed handgun.
It also places limitations on
carrying a long gun.

Permits: Mississippi does not
require a permit to purchase a
handgun.

Handgun Registration:
Handguns are not registered in
Mississippi.

Scope of Sales Covered: The only sales of
handguns that are regulated in the State are
those covered by the Brady Act.

Restoration of Rights: The state of
Mississippi does allow a convicted felon’s

right to own a handgun to be restored in
some circumstances.

Background Checks: Background checks on
purchases of handguns are done by the local

Mississippi
Pop

2,573,216
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sheriffs and police departments. The dealer
requests a check from the local sheriff or
police department by sending the application
to the CLEO in person or via mail, fax or
certified mail. The results of that check are
sent back to the dealer.

Information on the Application: Mississippi
does not provide for any additional data
besides that on the standard form
supplied by the BATF.

Fees Charged:There are no state
mandated fees. Any fee charged is
at the discretion of the CLEO.

State Data: Mississippi does not
have any automated state files
that are available to the local
CLEOs. Mississippi does have an
automated message switch that
allows local CLEOs to access
National Crime Information Center
(NCIC) and the Interstate
Identification Index (III).

Retention of Applications: As a
Brady State the local CLEO keeps
the approved applications for a maximum of
20 days.




MISSOURI

A BRADY ALTERNATIVE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by Missouri State
Highway Patrol. This agency is not a CLEO
as defined by the Brady Act. The CLEOs in
the state of Missouri are the local sheriffs and
the St Louis city police department.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: In
addition to the Brady Act requirements, the
state of Missouri prevents handguns from
being purchased if the
applicant is qguilty of a
misdemeanor that involves
explosives or firearms.

Limitations on Use: Missouri
limits on carrying handguns
including carrying a concealed
handgun. It also places limits
the carrying a long gun or a
concealed long gun. It also
limits their use in certain
areas such as churches and
schools.

Permits: Missouri does require a permit to
purchase a handgun.

Handgun Registration:
registered in Missouri.

Handguns are not

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by Federal
Firearm Licensees are covered by state law
including sales by pawnshops; and
redemptions by the person who pawned the
gun and sales from one individual to another.
Restoration of Rights: The state of Missouri
does allow a convicted felon’s right to own a
handgun to be restored through a governor’s
pardon.

Background Checks: Background checks on
purchases of handguns are done by the local

Missouri
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sheriffs and the St Louis County police
department. The applicant requests a permit
by applying in person.

Information on the Application: Missouri's

application contains the following information:
name, address, height, hair color, eye color,
date of birth, SSN, occupation, date of
request, date action taken, reason for
rejection, type of weapon, make, model, and
serial number of weapon.

Missouri
for the

Fees Charged:
charges $10.00
Background check.

State Data: Missouri makes
the following data available
to each CLEO via its
statewide computer network:
Wanted and Warrant data,
Arrest data, and Probation
and Parole data. These files
are fully automated and
contain 100% of the data that is available at
the state level.

Retention of Applications: The local CLEO

keeps the applications indefinitely.



MONTANA

A BRADY STATE
SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This Background Checks: Background checks on
information was provided by Montana purchases of handguns are done by the local
Department of Justice. This agency is not a sheriffs and police departments. The dealer
CLEO as defined by the Brady Act. The requests a check from the local sheriff or
CLEO:s in the state of Montana are the local police department by sending the application
sheriffs and police departments. to the CLEO. The results of that check are

sent back to the dealer..
Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The

state of Montana does not place any Retention of Applications: As a Brady State
additional restrictions on the purchase of the local CLEO keeps the approved
handguns besides those required in the applications for a maximum of 20 days.
Brady Act.

Statistics Maintained:

Limitations on Use: Montana does place

limitations on carrying concealed handguns Montana maintains statistics on or can
or long gun. identify ~ events  which
involved homicides.

Permits: Montana does
not require a permit to
purchase a handgun.

State Data. Montana
makes the following data
available to each CLEO via
its statewide computer
network: Wanted and
Warrant data, Arrest data.
These files are fully
automated and contain
100% of the data that is

Handgun Registration:
Handguns are not
registered in Montana.

Scope of Sales Covered:
The only sales of

handguns that are available at the state level.

regulated in the State are those covered by

the Brady Act. Current Activity: For selected cities from
March 1994 to July 1995, Montana

Restoration of Rights: The state of Montana processed 22,040 applications. There were

allows a convicted felon’s right to own a 21,873 approved and 167 disapproved.

handgun to be restored automatically except This is a 0.75% rejection rate.

for certain offenses.

Information on the Application: Montana
does not provide for any additional data
besides that on the standard form supplied
by the BATF.

Fees Charged: There are no mandated fees.
Any fee is at the discretion of the CLEO.
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NEBRASKA

A BRADY ALTERNATIVE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Nebraska
State Patrol. This agency is not a CLEO
as defined by the Brady Act. The CLEOs
in Nebraska are local sheriff departments
and the Lincoln and Omaha police
departments.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state does not place any additional
restrictions on the purchase of handguns
besides those required in the Brady Act.

Limitations on Use: Nebraska does place
limitations on the use of handguns and
the use or acquisition
of long guns.

Permits:  Nebraska POp
does require a permit
to purchase a 1,578,385

handgun. This permit
can be used for up to
3 years.

Handgun Registration: Handguns are not
registered in Nebraska.

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by
Federal Firearm Licensees are covered by
state law. However sales by pawnshops
are not covered by State law.

Restoration of Rights: The state of
Nebraska does not allow a convicted
felon’s right to own a handgun to be
restored.

Background Checks: Background checks
on purchases of handguns are done by the
local sheriffs and police departments. The

Nebraska
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dealer requests a check from the local
sheriff or police department by sending the
application to the CLEO in person, via mail
or fax. The results of that check are sent
back to the dealer in the same manner.
Information on the Application:
Nebraska’s application contains the
following information: name, address,
race, sex, height, weight, hair color, date
of birth, SSN, date of request, date action
taken, action taken, type of weapon, make,
model, and serial number of weapon.

Inquiry Process: For applications which
require no research the
background check process
normally takes less than 1
day. For those which do
require research it normally
takes less than 2 days.

Fees Charged: Nebraska
charges $5.00 for the
Background check.

State Data: Nebraska makes the following
data available to each CLEO via its
statewide computer network: Wanted and
Warrant data, Arrest data, and Probation
and Parole data. These files are
automated and contain 75% of the data
that is available at the state level.

Statistics Maintained: Nebraska maintains
statistics on or can identify events which
involved drugs, homicides, assaults, or the
murder or assault of a police officer.




NEVADA

A BRADY STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the Nevada
Highway Patrol. This agency is a CLEO as
defined by the Brady Act.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state of Nevada does not place any
additional restrictions on the purchase of
handguns besides those required in
the Brady Act.

Limitations on Use: Nevada does
place limitations on carrying
handguns.

Permits: Nevada does not require a
permit to purchase a handgun.

Handgun Registration: Handguns
are not registered in Nevada except
in Clark County (Las Vegas).

Scope of Sales Covered: The only sales of
handguns that are regulated in the State are
those covered by the Brady Act.

Restoration of Rights: The state of Nevada
does allow a convicted felon’s right to own a
handgun to be restored if honorably
discharged from probation and court
approves and the governor pardons with
firearm rights restored.

Background Checks: Nevada has an instant
check system. Background checks on
purchases of handguns are done by Nevada
Highway Patrol. The dealer requests a check
from them by using a 1-

800 number or regular phone. If it is not
rejected the 5 day waiting period is allowed
to expire and the person has the right to
purchase the handgun.
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Information on the Application: Nevada does
not provide for any additional data besides
that on the standard form supplied by the
BATF.

Inquiry Process: For applications which
require no research the background check
process normally takes less than 5 minutes.
For those which do require
research it normally takes less than
3 days.

Fees Charged: Nevada charges
$15.00 for the background check.

State Data: Nevada has access to
the following data on its state
computer network: Wanted and
Warrant data and Arrest data.
These files are fully automated and
contain 100% of the data that is
available at the state level.

Retention of Applications: As a Brady State
the local CLEO keeps the approved
applications for a maximum of 20 days.

Current Activity: For the period from March
of 1994 to December of 1995 Nevada
processed 61,052 applications. There were
59,727 approved and 1,325 were
disapproved. This represents a rejection rate
of 2.17%.




NEW HAMPSHIRE
A BRADY ALTERNATIVE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the New
Hampshire State Police. This agency is a
CLEO as defined by the Brady Act.

Additional Restrictions on Purchase: The
state of New Hampshire restricts sales to
those people guilty of felony against the
person or the property of
another or certain  drug
violations or who has an active
warrant or protective order in
effect.

Limitations on Use: New
Hampshire does place
limitations on carrying

handguns. It does not place any
limitations on the use or
acquisition of long guns.

Permits: New Hampshire does
not require a permit to purchase
a handgun.

Handgun Registration: Handguns are not
registered in New Hampshire.

Scope of Sales Covered: All sales by
Federal Firearm Licensees are covered by
state law including sales from one individual
to another and by pawnshops; however
redemptions by the person who pawned the
gun are not covered by State law.

Restoration of Rights: The state of New
Hampshire does not allow a convicted
felon’s right to own a handgun to be
restored.

Background Checks: New Hampshire has
an instant check system. Background

29

checks are done by New Hampshire
Department of Safety. The dealer requests a
check from them by using a PREMIUM 1-
900 number.

Information on the Application: New
Hampshire’s application contains the
following information: name, race, sex, date
of birth, SSN and/or NH driver's
license, date of request, date action
taken, and action taken.

Inquiry Process: For applications
which require no research the
background check process normally
takes less than 5 minutes. For
those which do require research it
normally takes less than 4 hours.

Fees Charged: New Hampshire
charges $7.00 for the background
check.

State Data: New Hampshire has
access to the following data on its
state computer network: Wanted and
Warrant data, Arrest data, and Domestic
Abuse data.

Retention of Applications: New Hampshire
keeps the approved applications for 20 days
and the disapproved applications for 3 years.

Current Activity: For the period from
January of 1995 to May of 1995 New
Hampshire processed 5,794 applications.
There were 5,755 were approved and 39
disapproved. This represents a rejection
rate of 0.67%.



NEW JERSEY

A BRADY ALTERNATIVE STATE

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This
information was provided by the New Jersey
State Police. This agency is a CLEO as
defined by the Brady Act for some of the
unincorporated areas. The CLEOs in the
state of New Jersey are the local police
departments.

Additional Restrictions on Purchas&he state of
New Jersey places théollowing additional
restrictions on the purchase of handgbasides
those required in thBrady Act. The person must
not be habitually intoxicated.

Limitations onUse: New Jersey does
place limitations on carryingandguns
including carrying a concealed
handgun. It also places limitations on
carrying long guns.

Permits: New Jersey does require
permit to purchase a handgun. It is
valid for 90 days.

Handgun Registration: Handguns
are registered in New Jersey at the
time of purchase.

Scope of Sale€overed:All sales by
Federal Firearm Licensees and
sales from one individual to
another are covered by state law.

Restoration of RightsThe state oNew Jersey
does allow a convicted felon’s right mwvn a
handgun to be restored if their criminal record is
expunged.

Background Checks: Background checks on
purchases of handguns are doné¢heyState Police
and full-time municipal police departments.
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7,730,184

Information on the Application: New Jersey’s
application contains the following information:
Name, address, date of birth, place of birth,
citizenship, social security numbesex, height,
hair, eyes, complexion, distinguishing physical
characteristics, occupationame ancaddress of
employer, questions relating to criminal and
disorderly person convictions, whether firearms
permits have been previously denied, alcohol/drug
use questions, physical defects/sicknessntal
psychiatric conditions or treaent, and court order
information with reference to domextolence.
Also includedarethe signature of the applicant,
date of the application, and tweferrals. Initial
applicants are required to be fingerprinted.

Inquiry Process: For applicationsvhich
require no research the backgrouwtnck
takes less than 1 montlor thosewhich

do require research it normally takes less
than 6 months.

Fees ChargedFingerprint fees are $49.00.
Fees for each permit to purchase a handgun
are $2.00,and $5.00 for a firearms
purchaser identificationard for rifles and
shotguns..

State Data: New Jersey makes the
following data available to each CLEO:
Wanted/Warrant, Arrest Probation and Parole,
Mental Health, anddbomestic Abuselata.These
files arefully automated and contain 100% of the
data that is availablexcept forthe Domestic
Abuse data which has about 50% of the data.

Retention of Applications:New Jersey keeps the
approved and disapproved applications indefinitely.




NEW MEXICO

A BRADY STATE
SOURCE OF INFORMATION: This requests a check from the local sheriff or police
information was provided by New Mexico department. The results of that check are sent back
Department of Public Safety. This agency is to the dealer.
not a CLEO as defined by the Brady Act.
The CLEOs in the state of New Mexico are Information on the Application: New Mexico
the local sheriffs and police departments and does not provide for any additional data
for some unincorporated areas the State besides that on the standard form supplied
Police. by the BATF.
Additional Restrictions on Purchas@&he state of Inquiry Processior applications which require no
New Mexico does not place any additional research the background chemocess normally
restrictions on the purchase of handgbasides takes less than 2 days. For those which do require
those required in the Brady Act. research it normally takes less

than 5 days.

Limitations on Use: New
Mexico does place limitations on N eW Fees Charged:here are no state
carrying handguns including . mandated feef\ny fee charged
carrying a concealed handgun. It MeX|CO is at the discretion of the local

also places limitations on
carrying a concealed long gun.

CLEO. They vary from $0 to
$20.

Pop
Permits:New Mexico does not
require a permit to purchase 4 1'515'069
handgun.

State Data:New Mexico makes
Arrest data available to the
CLEOs. Thisfile is manual. A
request to search it imade by

Handgun Reqistration: teletype from the CLEO.

Handguns are not registered

in New Mexico. Retention of Applications:As a
Brady Statehe localCLEO keeps the approved

Scope of SalesCovered: The only sales of applications for a maximum of 20 days.

handguns that are regulated in the State are those
covered by the Brady Act.

Restoration of Rights:The state oNew Mexico
does not allow a convicted felon’s rightdan a
handgun to be restored.

Background Checks:Background checks on
purchases of handgurere done by the local
sheriffs and police departments. Tllealer

31



NEW YORK

A BRADY ALTERNATIVE STATE

SOURCE