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Table 1.  Suspects in criminal matters concluded, 1982, 1988-93

Most serious
offense investigated

Number of suspects in criminal matters concluded
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993

All offenses a 77,794 94,548 104,248 109,948 113,940 109,851 110,671

Violent offenses 4,674 4,480 5,074 5,076 5,693 6,013 6,192
Murder/manslaugter 294 336 462 254 319 402 366
Assault 941 1,008 1,090 1,023 1,113 1,140 1,190
Robbery 2,966 2,257 2,636 2,722 3,104 3,372 3,416
Rape 28 247 222 367 407 461 567
Other sex offenses 66 355 374 392 394 337 312
Kidnaping 191 169 172 216 226 213 233
Threats against the President 188 108 118 102 130 88 108

Property offenses 27,148 27,468 31,844 32,441 33,975 33,503 34,424

Fraudulent 22,086 23,675 28,384 28,765 30,470 29,152 30,073
Embezzlement 5,195 5,339 5,575 5,516 5,703 5,256 5,229
Fraudb 12,974 15,633 19,930 20,850 22,190 21,914 22,717
Forgery 3,893 2,631 2,742 2,254 2,391 1,796 1,909
Counterfeiting 24 72 137 145 186 186 218

Other 5,062 3,793 3,460 3,676 3,505 4,351 4,351
Burglary 112 99 89 81 75 93 62
Larceny 2,829 2,442 2,240 2,408 2,154 2,135 2,134
Motor vehicle theft 952 810 684 679 711 725 913
Arson and explosives 24 16 18 29 21 813 727
Transportation of stolen property 151 71 147 153 160 208 170
Other property offenses 994 355 282 326 384 377 345

Drug offenses 12,186 25,801 31,954 33,265 35,108 36,457 34,396

Public-order offenses 31,799 35,783 34,068 37,392 37,100 33,878 33,113

Regulatory 5,888 7,824 8,073 8,556 8,184 6,055 5,556
Agriculture 459 615 588 612 478 428 436
Antitrust 133 122 97 103 108 111 81
Fair labor standards 27 40 34 39 40 42 54
Food and drug 441 624 531 303 226 300 228
Motor carrier 136 190 137 98 102 249 294
Other regulatory offenses 4,692 6,233 6,686 7,401 7,230 4,925 4,463

Other 25,911 27,959 25,995 28,836 28,916 27,823 27,557
Weapons 2,729 3,627 4,455 5,446 6,917 7,760 7,660
Immigration offenses 5,943 7,058 7,779 8,596 6,992 6,170 5,626
Tax law violationsc 1,817 2,098 1,882 1,901 1,865 1,646 1,670
Bribery 443 567 674 712 779 562 549
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 236 255 303 282 322 631 729
National defense 579 620 700 720 543 475 455
Escape 3,269 3,466 3,858 3,774 3,931 3,698 3,894
Racketeering and extortion 1,631 1,896 2,041 2,766 3,055 3,289 3,440
Gambling offenses 149 330 282 463 379 394 331
Liquor offenses 40 34 15 25 25 26 23
Mail or transport of obscene material 44 134 159 138 134 77 79
Migratory birds 1,133 950 909 751 462 363 231
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, traffic,

and jurisdictional offenses 7,737 6,108 2,143 2,455 2,579 2,604 2,733

All other offenses 161 816 795 807 933 128 137

Note:  See Methodology (p.19). b
Excludes tax fraud.

a
Total may include suspects for whom offense category could not be
determined.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 2.  Suspects in criminal matters concluded:  Number prosecuted in U.S. district court, 1982, 1988-93

Most serious
offense investigated

Number of suspects prosecuted in U.S. district court
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993

All offenses a 44,144 54,764 58,160 60,521 62,112 66,502 63,869

Violent offenses 3,356 3,064 3,358 3,425 3,761 4,242 4,154
Murder/manslaugter 242 213 250 166 200 288 237
Assault 540 600 595 573 554 590 595
Robbery 2,331 1,765 2,061 2,134 2,460 2,810 2,828
Rape 22 152 151 216 226 248 239
Other sex offenses 26 197 174 192 171 143 111
Kidnaping 113 91 76 105 111 130 115
Threats against the President 82 46 51 39 39 33 29

Property offenses 14,628 14,612 16,214 16,289 15,953 17,585 17,707

Fraudulent 11,912 12,273 14,251 14,266 14,096 15,066 15,225
Embezzlement 2,976 3,191 2,813 2,714 2,840 2,810 2,646
Fraudb 6,458 7,481 9,745 10,230 9,867 11,087 11,350
Forgery 2,467 1,548 1,608 1,242 1,280 1,047 1,074
Counterfeiting 11 53 85 80 109 122 155

Other 2,716 2,339 1,963 2,023 1,857 2,519 2,482
Burglary 85 71 62 53 51 54 35
Larceny 1,780 1,545 1,316 1,398 1,225 1,273 1,247
Motor vehicle theft 564 493 376 343 341 429 559
Arson and explosives 13 8 7 12 7 502 396
Transportation of stolen property 89 25 77 83 86 116 98
Other property offenses 185 197 125 134 147 145 147

Drug offenses 9,906 19,725 24,278 25,094 25,663 28,479 25,661

Public-order offenses 15,167 16,921 13,833 14,936 15,872 16,196 15,965

Regulatory 2,417 3,064 2,965 2,768 2,733 1,853 1,626
Agriculture 233 418 278 233 275 254 210
Antitrust 121 100 83 50 73 60 62
Fair labor standards 14 19 12 21 19 22 26
Food and drug 293 494 395 172 125 213 154
Motor carrier 70 86 45 54 43 98 121
Other regulatory offenses 1,686 1,947 2,152 2,238 2,198 1,066 1,053

Other 12,750 13,857 10,868 12,168 13,139 14,343 14,339
Weapons 1,970 2,479 2,892 3,627 4,838 5,613 5,365
Immigration offenses 2,184 2,289 2,429 2,676 2,436 2,611 2,822
Tax law violationsc 1,338 1,436 1,304 1,248 1,139 1,150 1,182
Bribery 184 209 265 290 323 272 274
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 141 144 159 158 155 325 385
National defense 245 198 300 281 211 207 241
Escape 919 1,002 1,008 894 807 769 843
Racketeering and extortion 786 926 892 1,232 1,237 1,626 1,820
Gambling offenses 83 246 203 291 201 269 151
Liquor offenses 25 21 12 16 14 9 6
Mail or transport of obscene material 14 78 79 65 53 33 24
Migratory birds 137 667 110 55 43 29 43
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, traffic,

and jurisdictional offenses 4,709 3,746 777 860 1,086 1,361 1,110

All other offenses 15 416 438 475 596 69 73

Note:  See Methodology (p.19). b
Excludes tax fraud.

a
Total may include suspects for whom offense category could not be
determined.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 3.  Suspects in criminal matters concluded:  Percent who were prosecuted, 1982, 1988-93

Most serious
offense investigated

Percent of suspects prosecuted in U.S. district court
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993

All offenses a 56.7% 57.9% 55.8% 55.0% 54.5% 60.5% 58.7%  

Violent offenses 71.8% 68.4% 66.2% 67.5% 66.1% 70.5% 67.1%
Murder/manslaugter 82.3 63.4 54.1 65.4 62.7 71.6 64.8
Assault 57.4 59.5 54.6 56.0 49.8 51.8 50.0
Robbery 78.6 78.2 78.2 78.4 79.3 83.3 82.8
Rape 78.6 61.5 68.0 58.9 55.5 53.8 42.2
Other sex offenses 39.4 55.5 46.5 49.0 43.4 42.4 35.6
Kidnaping 59.2 53.8 44.2 48.6 49.1 61.0 49.4
Threats against the President 43.6 42.6 43.2 38.2 30.0 37.5 26.9

Property offenses 53.9% 53.2% 50.9% 50.2% 47.0% 52.5% 51.4%

Fraudulent 53.9% 51.8% 50.2% 49.6% 46.3% 51.7% 50.6%
Embezzlement 57.3 59.8 50.5 49.2 49.8 53.5 50.6
Fraudb 49.8 47.9 48.9 49.1 44.5 50.6 50.0
Forgery 63.4 58.8 58.6 55.1 53.5 58.3 56.3
Counterfeiting 45.8 73.6 62.0 55.2 58.6 65.6 71.1

Other 53.7% 61.7% 56.7% 55.0% 53.0% 57.9% 57.0%
Burglary 75.9 71.7 69.7 65.4 68.0 58.1 56.5
Larceny 62.9 63.3 58.8 58.1 56.9 59.6 58.4
Motor vehicle theft 59.2 60.9 55.0 50.5 48.0 59.2 61.2
Arson and explosives 54.2 — — 41.4 33.3 61.7 54.5
Transportation of stolen property 58.9 35.2 52.4 54.2 53.8 55.8 57.6
Other property offenses 18.6 55.5 44.3 41.1 38.3 38.5 42.6

Drug offenses 81.3% 76.5% 76.0% 75.4% 73.1% 78.1% 74.6%

Public-order offenses 47.7% 47.3% 40.6% 39.9% 42.8% 47.8% 48.2%

Regulatory 41.0% 39.2% 36.7% 32.4% 33.4% 30.6% 29.3%
Agriculture 50.8 68.0 47.3 38.1 57.5 59.3 48.2
Antitrust 91.0 82.0 85.6 48.5 67.6 54.1 76.5
Fair labor standards 51.9 47.5 35.3 53.8 47.5 52.4 52.0
Food and drug 66.4 79.2 74.4 56.8 55.3 71.0 67.5
Motor carrier 51.5 45.3 32.8 55.1 42.2 39.4 41.2
Other regulatory offenses 35.9 31.2 32.2 30.2 30.4 21.6 23.6

Other 49.2% 49.6% 41.8% 42.2% 45.4% 51.6% 52.0%
Weapons 72.2 68.3 64.9 66.6 69.9 72.3 70.0
Immigration offenses 36.7 32.4 31.2 31.1 34.8 42.3 50.2
Tax law violationsc 73.6 68.4 69.3 65.6 61.1 69.9 70.8
Bribery 41.5 36.9 39.3 40.7 41.5 48.4 49.9
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 59.7 56.5 52.5 56.0 48.1 51.5 52.8
National defense 42.3 31.9 42.9 39.0 38.9 43.6 53.0
Escape 28.1 28.9 26.1 23.7 20.5 20.8 21.6
Racketeering and extortion 48.2 48.8 43.7 44.5 40.5 49.4 52.9
Gambling offenses 55.7 74.5 72.0 62.9 53.0 68.3 45.6
Liquor offenses 62.5 61.8 — 64.0 56.0 34.6 26.1
Mail or transport of obscene material 31.8 58.2 49.7 47.1 39.6 42.9 30.4
Migratory birds 12.1 70.2 12.1 7.3 9.3 8.0 18.6
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, traffic,

and jurisdictional offenses 60.9 61.3 36.3 35.0 42.1 52.3 40.6

All other offenses 9.3 51.0 55.1 58.9 63.9 53.9 53.3

Note:  See Methodology (p.19). b
Excludes tax fraud.

—Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data. c
Includes tax fraud.

a
Total may include suspects for whom offense category could not be
determined.
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Table 4.  Suspects in criminal matters concluded:  Number whom U.S. attorneys declined to prosecute, 1982, 1988-93

Most serious
offense investigated

Number of suspects whom U.S. attorneys declined to prosecute
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993

All offenses a 20,912 28,825 32,855 35,239 40,288 32,126 33,678

Violent offenses 929 1,206 1,436 1,409 1,680 1,474 1,745
Murder/manslaugter 36 118 204 78 107 110 124
Assault 227 291 352 344 456 391 430
Robbery 491 433 484 502 551 470 506
Rape 5 94 64 142 162 204 322
Other sex offenses 40 151 191 194 223 183 194
Kidnaping 58 72 83 98 101 67 97
Threats against the President 72 47 58 51 80 49 72

Property offenses 10,015 11,277 13,875 14,237 16,494 14,031 14,508

Fraudulent 8,772 10,090 12,674 12,891 15,106 12,507 12,953
Embezzlement 1,691 1,805 2,333 2,299 2,494 1,860 2,014
Fraudb 5,955 7,379 9,328 9,711 11,623 10,027 10,278
Forgery 1,071 896 971 824 932 567 613
Counterfeiting 5 10 42 57 57 53 48

Other 1,293 1,187 1,201 1,346 1,388 1,524 1,555
Burglary 22 25 23 25 23 31 25
Larceny 744 724 747 850 786 674 710
Motor vehicle theft 342 309 285 309 352 273 320
Arson and explosives 9 8 10 14 14 297 319
Transportation of stolen property 55 45 67 57 68 84 72
Other property offenses 121 76 69 91 145 165 109

Drug offenses 1,520 4,705 5,974 6,413 7,814 6,204 6,672

Public-order offenses 7,954 11,146 10,870 12,374 13,341 10,417 10,472

Regulatory 2,562 4,301 4,419 5,184 5,037 3,888 3,701
Agriculture 76 167 200 219 156 140 192
Antitrust 12 22 14 47 35 51 19
Fair labor standards 11 21 22 17 21 20 25
Food and drug 110 59 110 95 82 59 56
Motor carrier 54 102 85 39 56 147 169
Other regulatory offenses 2,299 3,930 3,988 4,767 4,687 3,471 3,240

Other 5,392 6,845 6,451 7,190 8,304 6,529 6,771
Weapons 650 1,069 1,427 1,630 1,891 1,964 2,112
Immigration offenses 442 240 286 283 360 266 236
Tax law violationsc 401 649 543 611 687 451 437
Bribery 245 325 387 404 434 278 262
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 88 110 140 122 163 264 322
National defense 188 307 214 227 228 146 128
Escape 995 1,160 1,254 1,209 1,387 823 840
Racketeering and extortion 795 941 1,123 1,487 1,773 1,612 1,573
Gambling offenses 58 82 79 166 175 125 180
Liquor offenses 14 13 2 8 11 17 16
Mail or transport of obscene material 27 54 80 67 81 44 54
Migratory birds 84 67 85 120 119 71 37
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, traffic,

and jurisdictional offenses 1,324 1,587 587 649 776 417 520

All other offenses 81 241 244 207 219 51 54

Note:  See Methodology (p.19). b
Excludes tax fraud.

a
Total may include suspects for whom offense category could not be
determined.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 5.  Suspects in criminal matters concluded:  Percent whom U.S. attorneys declined to prosecute, 1982, 1988-93

Most serious
offense investigated

Percent of suspects whom U.S. attorneys declined to prosecute
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993

All offenses a 26.9% 30.5% 31.5% 32.1% 35.4% 29.2% 30.9%

Violent offenses 19.9% 26.9% 28.3% 27.8% 29.5% 24.5% 28.2%
Murder/manslaugter 12.2 35.1 44.2 30.7 33.5 27.4 33.9
Assault 24.1 28.9 32.3 33.6 41.0 34.3 36.1
Robbery 16.6 19.2 18.4 18.4 17.8 13.9 14.8
Rape 17.9 38.1 28.8 38.7 39.8 44.3 56.8
Other sex offenses 60.6 42.5 51.1 49.5 56.6 54.3 62.2
Kidnaping 30.4 42.6 48.3 45.4 44.7 31.5 41.6
Threats against the President 38.3 43.5 49.2 50.0 61.5 55.7 66.7

Property offenses 36.9% 41.1% 43.6% 43.9% 48.5% 41.9% 42.1%

Fraudulent 39.5% 42.6% 44.7% 44.8% 49.6% 42.9% 43.1%
Embezzlement 32.6 33.8 41.8 41.7 43.7 35.4 38.5
Fraudb 45.9 47.2 46.8 46.6 52.4 45.8 45.2
Forgery 27.5 34.1 35.4 36.6 39.0 31.6 32.1
Counterfeiting 20.8 13.9 30.7 39.3 30.6 28.5 22.0

Other 25.5% 31.3% 34.7% 36.6% 39.6% 35.0% 35.7%
Burglary 19.6 25.3 25.8 30.9 30.7 33.3 40.3
Larceny 26.3 29.6 33.3 35.3 36.5 31.6 33.3
Motor vehicle theft 35.9 38.1 41.7 45.5 49.5 37.7 35.0
Arson and explosives 37.5 — — 48.3 66.7 36.5 43.9
Transportation of stolen property 36.4 63.4 45.6 37.3 42.5 40.4 42.4
Other property offenses 12.2 21.4 24.5 27.9 37.8 43.8 31.6

Drug offenses 12.5% 18.2% 18.7% 19.3% 22.3% 17.0% 19.4%

Public-order offenses 25.0% 31.1% 31.9% 33.1% 36.0% 30.7% 31.6%

Regulatory 43.5% 55.0% 54.7% 60.6% 61.5% 64.2% 66.6%
Agriculture 16.6 27.2 34.0 35.8 32.6 32.7 44.0
Antitrust 9.0 18.0 14.4 45.6 32.4 45.9 23.5
Fair labor standards 40.7 52.5 64.7 43.6 52.5 47.6 46.3
Food and drug 24.9 9.5 20.7 31.4 36.3 19.7 24.6
Motor carrier 39.7 53.7 62.0 39.8 54.9 59.0 57.5
Other regulatory offenses 49.0 63.1 59.6 64.4 64.8 70.5 72.6

Other 20.8% 24.5% 24.8% 24.9% 28.7% 23.5% 24.6%
Weapons 23.8 29.5 32.0 29.9 27.3 25.3 27.6
Immigration offenses 7.4 3.4 3.7 3.3 5.1 4.3 4.2
Tax law violationsc 22.1 30.9 28.9 32.1 36.8 27.4 26.2
Bribery 55.3 57.3 57.4 56.7 55.7 49.5 47.7
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 37.3 43.1 46.2 43.3 50.6 41.8 44.2
National defense 32.5 49.5 30.6 31.5 42.0 30.7 28.1
Escape 30.4 33.5 32.5 32.0 35.3 22.3 21.6
Racketeering and extortion 48.7 49.6 55.0 53.8 58.0 49.0 45.7
Gambling offenses 38.9 24.8 28.0 35.9 46.2 31.7 54.4
Liquor offenses 35.0 38.2 — 32.0 44.0 65.4 69.6
Mail or transport of obscene material 61.4 40.3 50.3 48.6 60.4 57.1 68.4
Migratory birds 7.4 7.1 9.4 16.0 25.8 19.6 16.0
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, traffic,

and jurisdictional offenses 17.1 26.0 27.4 26.4 30.1 16.0 19.0

All other offenses 50.3 29.5 30.7 25.7 23.5 39.8 39.4

Note:  See Methodology (p.19). b
Excludes tax fraud.

—Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data. c
Includes tax fraud.

a
Total may include suspects for whom offense category could not be
determined.
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Table 6.  Suspects in criminal matters concluded:  Number who were referred to U.S. magistrates, 1982, 1988-93

Most serious
offense investigated

Number of suspects who were  referred to U.S. magistrates
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993

All offenses a 12,738 10,959 13,233 14,188 11,540 11,223 11,307

Violent offenses 389 210 280 242 252 297 293
Murder/manslaugter 16 5 8 10 12 4 5
Assault 174 117 143 106 103 159 165
Robbery 144 59 91 86 93 92 82
Rape 1 1 7 9 19 9 6
Other sex offenses 0 7 9 6 0 11 7
Kidnaping 20 6 13 13 14 16 21
Threats against the President 34 15 9 12 11 6 7

Property offenses 2,505 1,579 1,755 1,915 1,528 1,887 2,209

Fraudulent 1,452 1,312 1,459 1,608 1,268 1,579 1,895
Embezzlement 528 343 429 503 369 586 569
Fraudb 561 773 857 909 700 800 1,089
Forgery 355 187 163 188 179 182 222
Counterfeiting 8 9 10 8 20 11 15

Other 1,053 267 296 307 260 308 314
Burglary 5 3 4 3 1 8 2
Larceny 305 173 177 160 143 188 177
Motor vehicle theft 46 8 23 27 18 23 34
Arson and explosives 2 0 1 3 0 14 12
Transportation of stolen property 7 1 3 13 6 8 0
Other property offenses 688 82 88 101 92 67 89

Drug offenses 760 1,371 1,702 1,758 1,631 1,774 2,063

Public-order offenses 8,678 7,716 9,365 10,082 7,887 7,265 6,676

Regulatory 909 459 689 604 414 314 229
Agriculture 150 30 110 160 47 34 34
Antitrust 0 0 0 6 0 0 0
Fair labor standards 2 0 0 1 0 0 3
Food and drug 38 71 26 36 19 28 18
Motor carrier 12 2 7 5 3 4 4
Other regulatory offenses 707 356 546 396 345 248 170

Other 8,678 7,257 8,676 9,478 7,473 6,951 6,447
Weapons 109 79 136 189 188 183 183
Immigration offenses 3,317 4,529 5,064 5,637 4,196 3,293 2,568
Tax law violationsc 78 13 35 42 39 45 51
Bribery 14 33 22 18 22 12 13
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 7 1 4 2 4 42 22
National defense 146 115 186 212 104 122 86
Escape 1,355 1,304 1,596 1,671 1,737 2,106 2,211
Racketeering and extortion 50 29 26 47 45 51 47
Gambling offenses 8 2 0 6 3 0 0
Liquor offenses 1 0 1 1 0 0 1
Mail or transport of obscene material 3 2 0 6 0 0 1
Migratory birds 912 216 714 576 300 263 151
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, traffic,

and jurisdictional offenses 1,704 775 779 946 717 826 1,103

All other offenses 85 159 113 125 118 8 10

Note:  See Methodology (p.19). b
Excludes tax fraud.

a
Total may include suspects for whom offense category could not be
determined.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 7.  Suspects in criminal matters concluded:  Percent referred to U.S. magistrates, 1982, 1988-93

Most serious
offense investigated

Percent of suspects who were referred to U.S. magistrates
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993

All offenses a 16.4% 11.6% 12.7% 12.9% 10.1% 10.2% 10.4%

Violent offenses 8.3% 4.7% 5.5% 4.8% 4.4% 4.9% 4.7%
Murder/manslaugter 5.4 1.5 1.7 3.9 3.8 1.0 1.4
Assault 18.5 11.6 13.1 10.4 9.3 13.9 13.9
Robbery 4.9 2.6 3.5 3.2 3.0 2.7 2.4
Rape 3.6 0.4 3.2 2.5 4.7 2.0 1.1
Other sex offenses 0 2.0 2.4 1.5 0 3.3 2.2
Kidnaping 10.5 3.6 7.6 6.0 6.2 7.5 9.0
Threats against the President 18.1 13.9 7.6 11.8 8.5 6.8 6.5

Property offenses 9.2% 5.7% 5.5% 5.9% 4.5% 5.6% 6.4%

Fraudulent 6.6% 5.5% 5.1% 5.6% 4.2% 5.4% 6.3%
Embezzlement 10.2 6.4 7.7 9.1 6.5 11.1 10.9
Fraudb 4.3 4.9 4.3 4.4 3.2 3.7 4.8
Forgery 9.1 7.1 5.9 8.3 7.5 10.1 11.6
Counterfeiting 33.3 12.5 7.3 5.5 10.8 5.9 6.9

Other 20.8% 7.0% 8.6% 8.4% 7.4% 7.1% 7.2%
Burglary 4.5 3.0 4.5 3.7 1.3 8.6 3.2
Larceny 10.8 7.1 7.9 6.6 6.6 8.8 8.3
Motor vehicle theft 4.8 1.0 3.4 4.0 2.5 3.2 3.7
Arson and explosives 8.3 — — 10.3 0 1.7 1.7
Transportation of stolen property 4.6 1.4 2.0 8.5 3.8 3.8 0
Other property offenses 69.2 23.1 31.2 31.0 24.0 17.8 25.8

Drug offenses 6.2% 5.3% 5.3% 5.3% 4.6% 4.9% 6.0%

Public-order offenses 27.3% 21.6% 27.5% 27.0% 21.3% 21.4% 20.2%

Regulatory 15.4% 5.9% 8.5% 7.1% 5.1% 5.2% 4.1%
Agriculture 32.7 4.9 18.7 26.1 9.8 7.9 7.8
Antitrust 0 0 0 5.8 0 0 0
Fair labor standards 7.4 0 0 2.6 0 — —
Food and drug 8.6 11.4 4.9 11.9 8.4 9.3 7.9
Motor carrier 8.8 1.1 5.1 5.1 2.9 1.6 1.4
Other regulatory offenses 15.1 5.7 8.2 5.4 4.8 5.0 3.8

Other 30.0% 26.0% 33.4% 32.9% 25.8% 25.0% 23.4%
Weapons 4.0 2.2 3.1 3.5 2.7 2.4 2.4
Immigration offenses 55.8 64.2 65.1 65.6 60.0 53.4 45.6
Tax law violationsc 4.3 0.6 1.9 2.2 2.1 2.7 3.1
Bribery 3.2 5.8 3.3 2.5 2.8 2.1 2.4
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 3.0 0.4 1.3 0.7 1.2 6.7 3.0
National defense 25.2 18.5 26.6 29.4 19.2 25.7 18.9
Escape 41.4 37.6 41.4 44.3 44.2 56.9 56.8
Racketeering and extortion 3.1 1.5 1.3 1.7 1.5 1.6 1.4
Gambling offenses 5.4 0.6 0 1.3 0.8 0 0
Liquor offenses 2.5 0 — 4.0 0 0 4.3
Mail or transport of obscene material 6.8 1.5 0 4.3 0 0 1.3
Migratory birds 80.5 22.7 78.5 76.7 64.9 72.5 65.4
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, traffic,

and jurisdictional offenses 22.0 12.7 36.4 38.5 27.8 31.7 40.4

All other offenses 40.4 19.5 14.2 0.2 0.1 6.3 7.3

Note:  See Methodology (p.19). b
Excludes tax fraud.

—Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data. c
Includes tax fraud.

a
Total may include suspects for whom offense category could not be
determined.
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Table 8.  Defendants in cases terminated in U.S. district court, 1982, 1988-93 (with preliminary data for 1994)

Most serious 
offense charged

Number of defendants in cases terminated in U.S. district court
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

All offenses a 42,739 54,198 57,672 58,704 60,193 63,115 64,640 59,351

Violent offenses 3,111 2,697 2,805 2,857 3,124 3,601 3,581 3,355
Murder 187 135 173 196 188 193 193 349
Manslaughter 6 32 42 26 26 36 25 21
Assault 637 631 575 658 658 669 580 559
Robbery 1,925 1,326 1,489 1,465 1,706 2,141 2,252 1,955
Rape 81 163 181 197 250 258 247 222
Other sex offenses 70 299 198 205 175 181 125 121
Kidnaping 100 70 99 74 87 95 136 100
Threats against the President 105 41 48 36 34 29 23 28

Property offenses 15,340 16,261 16,188 16,128 15,749 16,876 17,440 15,628

Fraudulent 10,514 11,553 11,489 11,571 10,931 11,789 12,360 10,827
Embezzlement 2,224 2,137 2,042 2,117 2,037 2,067 1,940 1,491
Fraudb 5,244 7,297 7,442 7,686 7,278 8,128 9,000 7,903
Forgery 2,048 1,316 1,300 1,144 966 931 750 640
Counterfeiting 998 803 705 624 650 662 670 793

Other offenses 4,826 4,708 4,699 4,557 4,818 5,087 5,080 4,801
Burglary 167 118 126 127 156 157 213 168
Larceny 3,228 3,488 3,580 3,561 3,790 3,959 3,773 3,535
Motor vehicle theft 573 521 405 323 312 402 501 456
Arson 11 9 15 4 7 8 9 8
Transportation of stolen property 616 347 343 313 320 354 328 385
Other property offenses 231 225 230 229 233 207 256 249

Drug offenses 8,987 16,710 19,750 20,035 21,203 22,728 24,127 20,809
Trafficking 7,219 14,775 17,737 18,651 19,952 21,511 22,690 19,217
Possession and other 1,768 1,935 2,013 1,384 1,251 1,217 1,437 1,592

Public-order offenses 15,301 18,524 18,916 19,684 20,115 19,910 19,484 19,556

Regulatory 1,965 2,254 2,287 2,316 2,713 2,550 2,515 2,371
Agriculture 252 332 337 300 358 346 264 213
Antitrust 203 210 154 95 117 85 103 86
Fair labor standards 28 30 23 30 33 44 51 50
Food and drug 119 61 86 100 76 97 143 77
Motor carrier 72 72 57 56 62 32 32 13
Other regulatory offenses 1,291 1,549 1,630 1,735 2,067 1,947 1,922 1,932

Other Offenses 13,336 16,270 16,629 17,368 17,402 17,360 16,969 17,185
Weapons 2,009 2,127 2,434 2,771 3,629 4,643 3,799 3,463
Immigration offenses 2,410 2,077 2,622 2,841 2,559 2,665 2,911 2,804
Tax law violationsc 1,256 1,467 1,164 1,187 1,106 1,131 1,140 961
Bribery 217 245 298 270 299 341 288 313
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 144 122 141 128 148 104 138 122
National defense 131 163 197 138 151 181 126 131
Escape 839 769 814 795 721 653 626 651
Racketeering and extortion 598 648 604 529 567 715 891 885
Gambling offenses 170 214 229 256 305 270 242 215
Liquor offenses 31 10 16 28 4 32 14 5
Mail or transport of obscene material 21 55 56 85 44 51 51 28
Traffic 5,293 8,176 7,765 8,096 7,527 6,320 6,324 7,192
Migratory birds 94 52 101 87 62 58 40 33
Other 123 145 188 157 280 196 379 382

a
Total may include defendants for whom offense category could not be determined.

b
Excludes tax fraud.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 9.  Defendants in cases terminated in U.S. district court:  Number convicted, 1982, 1988-93 (with preliminary data for 1994)

Most serious offense 
of conviction

Number of defendants convicted
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

All offenses a 34,193 43,550 46,805 47,494 48,946 52,348 53,435 48,678

Violent offenses 2,354 2,139 2,180 2,331 2,513 2,942 3,077 2,927
Murder/manslaugter 110 93 102 133 123 125 151 297
Manslaughter 10 27 48 23 31 28 18 19
Assault 435 448 398 455 420 437 432 403
Robbery 1,564 1,127 1,266 1,337 1,527 1,918 2,082 1,824
Rape 48 116 130 149 192 202 198 178
Other sex offenses 59 252 145 159 137 150 95 98
Kidnaping 66 48 58 53 67 63 87 87
Threats against the President 62 28 33 22 16 18 14 21

Property offenses 12,781 13,436 13,552 13,593 13,178 14,330 14,758 13,201

Fraudulent 8,792 9,583 9,918 10,127 9,473 10,334 10,764 9,466
Embezzlement 1,971 1,775 1,796 1,833 1,759 1,757 1,713 1,311
Fraudb 4,515 6,193 6,533 6,881 6,412 7,272 7,824 6,909
Forgery 1,470 1,007 1,019 907 749 732 627 536
Counterfeiting 836 608 570 506 553 574 600 710

Other offenses 3,989 3,853 3,634 3,466 3,705 3,995 3,994 3,735
Burglary 149 100 113 99 142 126 187 136
Larceny 2,800 2,964 2,810 2,709 2,917 3,110 2,929 2,728
Motor vehicle theft 481 409 335 275 250 337 433 398
Arson 4 7 14 1 4 7 7 4
Transportation of stolen property 397 213 232 234 241 272 274 302
Other property offenses 158 160 130 148 151 143 164 167

Drug offenses 6,979 13,376 15,799 16,311 17,349 18,846 20,458 17,722
Trafficking 5,377 11,561 14,023 15,010 16,186 17,717 19,228 16,414
Possession and other 1,602 1,815 1,776 1,301 1,163 1,129 1,230 1,308

Public-order offenses 12,079 14,593 15,246 15,259 15,906 16,229 15,134 14,825

Regulatory 1,813 1,965 2,024 2,054 2,337 2,196 2,040 1,905
Agriculture 202 261 244 259 290 270 210 166
Antitrust 163 178 112 83 92 70 89 68
Fair labor standards 26 34 29 34 41 40 50 42
Food and drug 99 50 120 97 61 83 135 73
Motor carrier 64 66 59 51 60 30 32 10
Other regulatory offenses 1,259 1,376 1,460 1,530 1,793 1,703 1,524 1,546

Other Offenses 10,266 12,628 13,222 13,205 13,569 14,032 13,094 12,920
Weapons 1,606 1,803 2,151 2,440 3,136 4,017 3,178 2,879
Immigration offenses 2,101 1,851 2,446 2,569 2,306 2,383 2,583 2,588
Tax law violationsc 1,110 1,429 1,160 1,165 1,048 1,070 1,036 901
Bribery 156 184 238 220 242 304 240 280
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 96 104 108 87 107 88 116 91
National defense 132 203 204 141 135 152 104 83
Escape 662 651 648 612 525 527 496 501
Racketeering and extortion 437 561 588 518 518 627 735 730
Gambling offenses 123 164 171 211 262 221 180 157
Liquor offenses 27 10 13 22 4 21 10 4
Mail or transport of obscene material 20 56 54 72 45 40 17 22
Traffic 3,661 5,479 5,234 4,985 5,024 4,433 4,137 4,412
Migratory birds 59 33 70 57 30 25 26 21
Other 76 100 137 106 187 124 236 251

a
Total may include defendants for whom offense category could not be determined.

b
Excludes tax fraud.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 10.  Defendants in cases terminated in U.S. district court:  Percent convicted, 1982, 1988-93 (with preliminary data for 1994)

Most serious
offense charged

Percent of defendants convicted
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

All offenses a 80.0% 80.4% 81.2% 80.9% 81.3% 82.9% 82.7% 82.0%

Violent offenses 80.7% 83.0% 82.4% 83.3% 82.5% 81.7% 85.9% 87.2%
Murder 70.6 76.3 78.6 78.6 75.5 64.8 78.2 85.1
Manslaughter — 75.0 83.3 73.1 88.5 79.0 72.0 90.5
Assault 69.2 68.9 67.1 68.4 61.9 65.4 74.5 72.1
Robbery 87.2 90.0 90.2 93.0 92.7 89.6 92.5 93.3
Rape 67.9 77.9 76.2 73.6 78.4 78.1 80.2 80.2
Other sex offenses 82.9 90.6 85.9 82.4 80.6 83.2 76.0 81.0
Kidnaping 77.0 81.4 70.7 78.4 77.0 66.9 64.0 87.0
Threats against the President 60.0 65.9 68.8 61.1 52.9 63.5 60.9 75.0

Property offenses 83.9% 83.7% 84.5% 84.6% 83.7% 84.9% 84.6% 84.5%

Fraudulent 85.7% 85.2% 86.8% 87.6% 87.0% 87.7% 87.1% 87.4%
Embezzlement 91.1 88.2 89.9 88.8 87.6 85.0 88.3 87.9
Fraudb 82.7 83.6 85.6 87.5 86.7 89.5 86.9 87.4
Forgery 87.1 89.4 89.5 87.2 85.7 78.6 83.6 83.8
Counterfeiting 86.9 84.4 85.4 85.1 90.2 86.6 89.6 89.5

Other offenses 79.9% 80.0% 78.7% 77.1% 76.2% 78.5% 78.6% 77.8%
Burglary 80.8 91.5 87.3 89.8 84.6 80.2 87.8 81.0
Larceny 81.0 80.2 79.2 76.7 75.5 78.6 77.6 77.2
Motor vehicle theft 78.9 78.9 82.5 84.2 84.9 83.7 86.4 87.3
Arson — — — — — 85.8 — —
Transportation of stolen property 82.1 84.1 83.1 81.2 79.1 76.9 83.5 78.4
Other property offenses 61.9 66.2 51.7 62.0 66.1 69.0 64.1 67.1

Drug offenses 79.5 82.9 83.1 83.6% 84.0 82.9% 84.8% 85.2%
Trafficking 80.2 83.8 84.2 84.2 84.7 82.4 84.7 85.4
Possession and other 76.5 75.6 73.9 75.9 72.3 92.7 85.6 82.2

Public-order offenses 76.3% 74.8% 76.1% 74.7% 76.5% 81.5% 77.7% 75.8%

Regulatory 77.0% 74.1% 77.9% 81.2% 79.1% 86.1% 81.1% 80.3%
Agriculture 80.2 73.8 71.5 77.7 74.9 78.1 79.5 77.9
Antitrust 80.8 76.7 72.1 84.2 78.6 82.1 86.4 79.1
Fair labor standards 82.1 93.3 91.3 100 97.0 91.2 98.0 84.0
Food and drug 81.5 73.8 91.9 87.0 77.6 85.3 94.4 94.8
Motor carrier 88.9 86.1 89.5 89.3 93.5 94.9 100 76.9
Other regulatory offenses 74.6 73.0 78.4 80.7 79.2 87.5 79.3 80.0

Other Offenses 76.2% 74.9% 75.9% 73.8% 76.1% 80.8% 77.2% 75.2%
Weapons 80.8 81.5 81.1 83.9 82.6 86.5 83.7 83.1
Immigration offenses 86.0 84.5 89.8 89.5 89.1 89.4 88.7 92.3
Tax law violationsc 87.4 90.9 90.8 91.8 90.7 94.6 90.9 93.8
Bribery 76.5 80.8 85.9 80.7 87.3 89.3 83.3 89.5
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 71.5 77.0 67.4 64.8 71.6 84.3 84.1 74.6
National defense 55.7 71.2 70.1 73.9 74.2 84.3 82.5 63.4
Escape 79.5 82.3 76.9 76.7 73.0 80.7 79.2 77.0
Racketeering and extortion 72.7 78.4 81.1 80.2 79.7 87.7 82.5 82.5
Gambling offenses 72.4 82.2 74.7 82.8 85.9 81.6 74.4 73.0
Liquor offenses 74.2 — — 71.4 — 66.9 — —
Mail or transport of obscene material 90.5 78.2 87.5 81.2 86.4 79.0 33.3 78.6
Traffic 68.5 67.0 67.3 61.6 66.9 70.1 65.4 61.3
Migratory birds 61.7 63.5 65.3 64.4 48.4 43.3 65.0 63.6
Other 58.5 51.0 52.7 54.1 48.9 63.3 62.3 65.7

—Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data. b
Excludes tax fraud.

a
Total may include defendants for whom offense category could not be determined, but
excludes defendants for whom outcome could not be determined.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 11.  Defendants in cases terminated in U.S. district court:  Number whose cases were dismissed, 1982, 1988-93 
(with preliminary data for 1994)

Most serious
offense charged

Number of defendants whose cases were dismissed
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

All offenses a 7,164 8,733 8,911 9,488 9,253 9,030 9,774 9,287

Violent offenses 446 350 376 378 434 423 393 350
Murder 35 16 28 34 28 22 30 32
Manslaughter 1 4 5 5 2 8 5 2
Assault 149 146 148 171 216 194 120 140
Robbery 175 111 114 77 96 108 127 107
Rape 19 28 26 40 42 38 34 32
Other sex offenses 11 22 27 29 22 26 29 23
Kidnaping 21 11 19 13 17 18 42 9
Threats against the President 35 12 9 9 11 9 6 5

Property offenses 2,065 2,201 2,152 2,184 2,228 2,152 2,384 2,177

Fraudulent 1,243 1,403 1,272 1,245 1,196 1,145 1,386 1,194
Embezzlement 144 204 170 215 231 210 210 160
Fraudb 744 967 891 803 775 771 1,001 867
Forgery 245 126 123 144 132 120 116 94
Counterfeiting 110 106 88 83 58 44 59 73

Other offenses 822 798 880 939 1,032 1,007 998 983
Burglary 29 10 14 11 13 29 21 30
Larceny 515 584 660 769 845 829 779 750
Motor vehicle theft 101 98 61 44 40 45 59 52
Arson 3 0 2 2 1 1 2 4
Transportation of stolen property 91 40 50 41 59 44 50 71
Other property offenses 83 66 93 72 74 59 87 76

Drug offenses 1,493 2,360 2,752 2,750 2,810 2,930 3,216 2,708
Trafficking 1,139 1,914 2,240 2,432 2,486 2,642 3,017 2,435
Possession and other 354 446 512 318 324 288 199 273

Public-order offenses 3,160 3,822 3,628 4,176 3,779 3,525 3,781 4,052

Regulatory 338 411 360 333 452 391 376 380
Agriculture 43 60 76 52 74 76 51 35
Antitrust 18 5 10 1 8 5 11 9
Fair labor standards 5 1 2 0 1 2 1 6
Food and drug 17 13 3 11 17 15 5 2
Motor carrier 8 10 6 6 4 2 0 0
Other regulatory offenses 247 322 263 263 348 290 308 328

Other Offenses 2,822 3,411 3,268 3,843 3,327 3,133 3,405 3,672
Weapons 322 322 360 371 482 568 524 477
Immigration offenses 304 291 249 290 266 285 320 212
Tax law violationsc 102 99 72 66 64 85 77 49
Bribery 36 28 29 39 31 24 36 22
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 20 19 32 28 32 20 18 16
National defense 57 36 45 33 36 45 21 46
Escape 157 124 178 165 185 138 122 143
Racketeering and extortion 112 90 65 88 76 109 113 126
Gambling offenses 34 31 52 37 39 67 61 53
Liquor offenses 7 4 2 7 0 9 3 1
Mail or transport of obscene material 2 12 6 12 4 15 28 6
Traffic 1,588 2,279 2,069 2,609 1,968 1,644 1,940 2,402
Migratory birds 34 15 27 29 17 22 14 12
Other 54 65 84 76 127 103 128 107

a
Total may include defendants for whom offense category could not be determined.

b
Excludes tax fraud.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 12.  Defendants in cases terminated in U.S. district court:  Percent whose cases were dismissed, 1982, 1988-93 
(with preliminary data for 1994)

Most serious
offense charged

Percent of defendants whose cases were dismissed
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

All offenses a 16.8% 16.1% 15.5% 16.2% 15.4% 14.3% 15.1% 15.6%

Violent offenses 14.3% 13.0% 13.4% 13.2% 13.9% 11.7% 11.0% 10.4%
Murder 18.7 11.9 16.2 17.3 14.9 11.4 15.5 9.2
Manslaughter — 12.5 11.9 19.2 7.7 21.5 20.0 9.5
Assault 23.4 23.1 25.7 26.0 32.8 29.1 20.7 25.0
Robbery 9.1 8.4 7.7 5.3 5.6 5.0 5.6 5.5
Rape 23.5 17.2 14.4 20.3 16.8 14.9 13.8 14.4
Other sex offenses 15.7 7.4 13.6 14.1 12.6 14.6 23.2 19.0
Kidnaping 21.0 15.7 19.2 17.6 19.5 18.5 30.9 9.0
Threats against the President 33.3 29.3 18.8 25.0 32.4 30.8 26.1 17.9

Property offenses 13.5% 13.5% 13.3% 13.5% 14.1% 12.8% 13.7% 13.9%

Fraudulent 11.8% 12.1% 11.1% 10.8% 10.9% 9.7% 11.2% 11.0%
Embezzlement 6.5 9.5 8.3 10.2 11.3 10.2 10.8 10.7
Fraudb 14.2 13.3 12.0 10.4 10.6 9.5 11.1 11.0
Forgery 12.0 9.6 9.5 12.6 13.7 12.9 15.5 14.7
Counterfeiting 11.0 13.2 12.5 13.3 8.9 6.6 8.8 9.2

Other offenses 17.0% 16.9% 18.7% 20.6% 21.4% 19.8% 19.6% 20.5%
Burglary 17.4 8.5 11.1 8.7 8.3 18.2 9.9 17.9
Larceny 16.0 16.7 18.4 21.6 22.3 21.0 20.6 21.2
Motor vehicle theft 17.6 18.8 15.1 13.6 12.8 11.2 11.8 11.4
Arson — — — — — 13.5 22.2 50.0
Transportation of stolen property 14.8 11.5 14.6 13.1 18.4 12.4 15.2 18.4
Other property offenses 35.9 29.3 40.4 31.4 31.8 28.6 34.0 30.5

Drug offenses 16.6% 14.1% 13.9% 13.7% 13.3% 12.9% 13.3% 13.0%
Trafficking 15.8 13.0 12.6 13.0 12.5 12.3 13.3 12.7
Possession and other 20.0 23.0 25.4 23.0 25.9 23.6 13.8 17.1

Public-order offenses 20.7 20.6 19.2 21.2 18.8 17.7% 19.4 20.7

Regulatory 17.2% 18.2% 15.7% 14.4% 16.7% 15.3% 15.0% 16.0%
Agriculture 17.1 18.1 22.6 17.3 20.7 21.9 19.3 16.4
Antitrust 8.9 2.4 6.5 1.1 6.8 6.5 10.7 10.5
Fair labor standards 17.9 3.3 8.7 — 3.0 5.0 2.0 12.0
Food and drug 14.3 21.3 3.5 11.0 22.4 15.9 3.5 2.6
Motor carrier 11.1 13.9 10.5 10.7 6.5 6.9 0 0
Other regulatory offenses 19.7 20.8 16.1 15.2 16.8 14.9 16.0 17.0

Other Offenses 21.2% 21.0% 19.7% 22.1% 19.1% 18.0% 20.1% 21.4%
Weapons 16.0 15.1 14.8 13.4 13.3 12.2 13.8 13.8
Immigration offenses 12.6 14.0 9.5 10.2 10.4 10.7 11.0 7.6
Tax law violationsc 8.1 6.7 6.2 5.6 5.8 7.5 6.8 5.1
Bribery 16.6 11.4 9.7 14.4 10.4 7.1 12.5 7.0
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 13.9 15.6 22.7 21.9 21.6 19.0 13.0 13.1
National defense 43.5 22.1 22.8 23.9 23.8 24.9 16.7 35.1
Escape 18.7 16.1 21.9 20.8 25.7 21.2 19.5 22.0
Racketeering and extortion 18.7 13.9 10.8 16.6 13.4 15.2 12.7 14.2
Gambling offenses 20.0 14.5 22.7 14.5 12.8 24.8 25.2 24.7
Liquor offenses 22.6 — — 25.0 — 27.8 21.4 20.0
Mail or transport of obscene material 9.5 21.8 10.7 14.1 9.1 30.2 54.9 21.4
Traffic 30.0 27.9 26.6 32.2 26.1 26.0 30.7 33.4
Migratory birds 36.2 28.8 26.7 33.3 27.4 37.8 35.0 36.4
Other 38.2 42.1 43.6 43.9 45.4 52.7 33.8 28.0

—Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data. b
Excludes tax fraud.

a
Total may include defendants for whom offense category could not be determined, but
excludes defendants for whom outcome could not be determined.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 13.  Defendants in matters disposed by U.S. magistrates:  Number convicted, 1982, 1988-93

Most serious
offense charged

Number of defendants convicted
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993

All offenses a 7,065 6,994 8,354 8,956 6,372 5,945 5,713

Violent offenses 71 64 63 72 45 85 69
Murder/manslaughter 3 1 1 1 0 0 0
Assault 60 54 57 52 33 70 60
Robbery 8 5 5 12 3 10 2
Rape 0 1 0 4 8 5 2
Other sex offenses 0 1 0 3 0 0 1
Kidnaping 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Threats against the President 0 2 0 0 1 0 0

Property offenses 1,151 975 922 997 655 901 1,144

Fraudulent 490 848 797 855 538 762 984
Embezzlement 245 205 310 351 226 340 313
Fraudb 166 548 392 421 231 331 568
Forgery 77 93 89 81 79 90 98
Counterfeiting 2 2 6 2 2 1 5

Other 661 127 125 142 117 139 160
Burglary 0 0 0 0 0 3 1
Larceny 71 75 64 72 58 84 77
Motor vehicle theft 8 0 1 2 0 6 5
Arson and explosives 1 0 0 1 0 2 2
Transportation of stolen property 0 0 0 2 1 1 0
Other property offenses 581 52 60 65 58 43 75

Drug offenses 191 387 477 444 502 695 890

Public-order offenses 5,392 5,524 6,809 7,314 5,042 4,229 3,577

Regulatory 384 223 425 336 194 131 80
Agriculture 132 22 97 148 35 24 26
Antitrust 0 0 0 3 0 0 0
Fair labor standards 1 0 0 1 0 0 3
Food and drug 2 4 4 4 3 3 2
Motor carrier 11 2 7 4 2 3 2
Other regulatory offenses 238 195 317 176 154 101 47

Other 5,008 5,301 6,384 6,978 4,848 4,098 3,497
Weapons 9 5 16 40 18 9 21
Immigration offenses 2,992 4,304 4,827 5,331 3,858 3,043 2,374
Tax law violationsc 29 9 32 37 32 42 48
Bribery 2 6 3 9 1 4 2
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 0 0 1 0 0 19 3
National defense 78 91 147 178 73 104 66
Escape 16 17 16 20 15 14 9
Racketeering and extortion 4 1 1 4 7 2 1
Gambling offenses 0 2 0 3 3 0 0
Liquor offenses 1 0 1 0 0 0 1
Mail or transport of obscene material 0 0 0 3 0 0 0
Migratory birds 740 194 676 543 250 225 131
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, traffic,

and jurisdictional offenses 1,098 532 574 716 498 632 835

All other offenses 39 140 90 94 93 4 6

Note:  See Methodology (p.19). b
Excludes tax fraud.

a
Total may include defendants for whom offense category could not be
determined.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 14.  Defendants in matters disposed by U.S. magistrates:  Percent convicted, 1982, 1988-93

Most serious
offense charged

Percent of defendants convicted
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993

All offenses a 55.5% 63.8% 63.1% 63.1% 55.2% 52.7% 50.5%

Violent offenses 18.3% 30.5% 22.5% 29.8% 17.9% 28.6% 23.5%
Murder/manslaughter — — — — — … …
Assault 34.5 46.2 39.9 49.1 32.0 44.0 36.4
Robbery 5.6 8.5 5.5 14.0 3.2 10.9 2.4
Rape — — — — — — 33.3
Other sex offenses … — — — … … 14.3
Kidnaping — — — — — … 19.0
Threats against the President — — — — — … …

Property offenses 45.9% 61.7% 52.5% 52.1% 42.9% 47.7% 51.8%

Fraudulent 33.7% 64.6% 54.6% 53.2% 42.4% 48.3% 51.9%
Embezzlement 46.4 59.8 72.3 69.8 61.2 58.0 55.0
Fraudb 29.6 70.9 45.7 46.3 33.0 41.4 52.2
Forgery 21.7 49.7 54.6 43.1 44.1 49.5 44.1
Counterfeiting — — — — 10.0 — 33.3

Other 62.8 47.6% 42.2% 46.3% 45.0% 45.1% 51.0%
Burglary — — — — — — 50.0
Larceny 23.3 43.4 36.2 45.0 40.6 44.7 43.5
Motor vehicle theft 17.4 — 4.3 7.4 — 26.1 14.7
Arson and explosives — … — — … — 16.7
Transportation of stolen property — — — — — — ...
Other property offenses 84.4% 63.4 68.2 64.4 63.0 64.2 84.3

Drug offenses 25.1 28.2% 28.0% 25.3% 30.8% 39.2% 43.1%

Public-order offenses 62.1 71.6% 72.7% 72.5% 63.9% 58.2% 53.6%

Regulatory 42.2 48.6% 61.7% 55.6% 46.9% 41.7% 34.9%
Agriculture 88.0 73.3 88.2 92.5 74.5 70.6 76.5
Antitrust … … … — … … …
Fair labor standards — … … — … … 100
Food and drug 5.3 5.6 15.4 11.1 — 10.7 11.1
Motor carrier — — — — — — 50.0
Other regulatory offenses 33.7 54.8 58.1 44.4 44.6 … 27.6

Other 64.5% 73.0% 73.6% 73.6% 64.9% 59.0% 54.2%
Weapons 8.3 6.3 11.8 21.2 9.6 4.9 11.5
Immigration offenses 90.2 95.0 95.3 94.6 91.9 92.4 92.4
Tax law violationsc 37.2 — 91.4 88.1 82.1 93.3 94.1
Bribery — 18.2 13.6 — 4.5 — 15.4
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation — — — — — 45.2 13.6
National defense 53.4 79.1 79.0 84.0 70.2 85.2 76.7
Escape 1.2 1.3 1.0 1.2 0.9 0.7 0.4
Racketeering and extortion 8.0 3.4 3.8 8.5 15.6 3.9 2.1
Gambling offenses — —      … — — … …
Liquor offenses — … — — … … 100
Mail or transport of obscene material — — … — … … …
Migratory birds 81.1 89.8 94.7 94.3 83.3 85.6 86.8
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, traffic,

and jurisdictional offenses 64.4 68.6 73.7 75.7 69.5 76.5 75.7

All other offenses 60.0 88.1 79.6 75.2 78.8 — 60.0

Note:  See Methodology (p.19). a
Total may include defendants for whom offense category could not be
determined.—Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data.

…No case of this type occurred in the data. b
Excludes tax fraud.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 15.    Offenders convicted in cases terminated in U.S. district court:  Number sentenced to prison, 1982, 1988-93 
(with preliminary data for 1994)

Most serious offense 
of conviction

Number of offenders sentenced to prisona

1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

All offenses b 17,481 23,450 27,377 28,659 30,555 34,352 34,844 31,586

Violent offenses 2,027 1,733 1,892 2,032 2,260 2,675 2,679 2,443
Murder 100 88 92 124 111 117 136 210
Manslaughter 8 25 43 20 29 20 12 12
Assault 275 286 257 282 283 288 272 284
Robbery 1,453 1,059 1,237 1,313 1,504 1,900 1,950 1,628
Rape 44 97 101 120 161 179 166 155
Other sex offenses 37 112 75 106 93 98 61 60
Kidnaping 64 44 56 48 66 56 71 74
Threats against the President 46 22 31 19 13 15 11 20

Property offenses 5,834 5,723 5,974 5,885 6,033 6,699 6,980 6,466

Fraudulent 3,873 4,182 4,400 4,464 4,542 5,148 5,378 4,967
Embezzlement 592 490 510 520 614 734 650 519
Fraudc 1,976 2,915 3,028 3,230 3,251 3,749 4,154 3,855
Forgery 806 459 518 397 361 343 262 197
Counterfeiting 499 318 344 317 316 323 312 396

Other offenses 1,961 1,541 1,574 1,421 1,491 1,551 1,602 1,499
Burglary 96 84 93 83 119 108 158 131
Larceny 1,223 978 1,036 940 951 921 929 851
Motor vehicle theft 338 293 239 200 170 256 321 308
Arson 0 2 11 1 2 6 6 7
Transportation of stolen property 268 132 161 171 191 215 172 146
Other property offenses 36 52 34 26 58 45 16 56

Drug offenses 5,138 10,599 13,306 14,092 15,012 16,757 17,343 14,835
Trafficking 4,417 10,197 12,832 13,640 14,558 16,334 16,667 14,272
Possession and other 721 402 474 452 454 423 676 563

Public-order offenses 1,516 5,395 6,194 6,650 7,250 8,220 7,833 7,838

Regulatory 516 640 746 799 884 875 912 876
Agriculture 31 52 37 49 40 47 40 26
Antitrust 54 43 22 22 25 14 10 8
Fair labor standards 4 6 2 3 8 14 14 9
Food and drug 4 8 24 16 7 13 48 17
Motor carrier 7 27 21 19 24 12 14 5
Other regulatory offenses 416 504 640 690 780 773 786 811

Other Offenses 3,966 4,755 5,448 5,851 6,366 7,345 6,921 6,962
Weapons 1,000 1,262 1,647 1,894 2,632 3,500 2,910 2,812
Immigration offenses 1,117 1,287 1,658 1,876 1,742 1,779 2,099 2,243
Tax law violationsd 508 629 543 507 434 445 370 329
Bribery 74 81 103 111 122 135 109 119
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 67 73 65 62 75 55 72 53
National defense 31 49 88 61 53 60 33 30
Escape 577 566 580 545 470 485 438 448
Racketeering and extortion 316 418 459 404 437 535 592 596
Gambling offenses 50 67 69 113 83 85 69 69
Liquor offenses 9 3 3 11 0 1 2 0
Mail or transport of obscene material 10 14 9 19 17 10 4 8
Traffic 185 279 207 233 275 237 187 218
Migratory birds 0 8 9 2 3 0 2 2
Other 22 19 8 13 23 16 34 35

a
Includes sentences to prison with or without probation.

c
Excludes tax fraud.

b
Total may include defendants for whom offense category could not be
determined.

d
Includes tax fraud.
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Table 16.   Offenders convicted in cases terminated in U.S. district court:  Percent sentenced to prison, 1982, 1988-93 
(with preliminary data for 1994)

Most serious offense 
of conviction

Percent of offenders sentenced to prisona

1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

All offenses b 51.1% 53.8% 58.5% 60.3% 62.4% 65.6% 65.2% 64.9%

Violent offenses 86.1% 81.0% 86.8% 87.2% 89.9% 90.9% 87.1% 83.5%
Murder 90.9 94.6 90.2 93.2 90.2 94.0 90.1 70.7
Manslaughter — 92.6 89.6 87.0 93.5 72.4 66.7 63.2
Assault — 63.8 64.6 62.0 67.4 65.9 63.0 70.5
Robbery 63.2 94.0 97.7 98.2 98.5 99.1 93.7 89.3
Rape 92.9 83.6 77.7 80.5 83.9 88.7 83.8 87.1
Other sex offenses 91.7 44.4 51.7 66.7 67.9 65.3 64.2 61.2
Kidnaping 62.7 91.7 96.6 90.6 98.5 88.5 81.6 85.1
Threats against the President 97.0 78.6 93.9 86.4 — 84.5 78.6 95.2

Property offenses 45.6% 42.6% 44.1% 43.3% 45.8% 46.8% 47.3% 49.0%

Fraudulent 44.1% 43.6% 44.4% 44.1% 47.9% 49.8% 50.0% 52.5%
Embezzlement 30.0 27.6 28.4 28.4 34.9 41.8 37.9 39.6
Fraudc 43.8 47.1 46.3 46.9 50.7 51.5 53.1 55.8
Forgery 54.8 45.6 50.8 43.8 48.2 46.9 41.8 36.8
Counterfeiting 59.7 52.3 60.4 62.6 57.1 56.3 52.0 55.8

Other offenses 49.2% 40.0% 43.3% 41.0% 40.2% 38.8% 40.1% 40.1%
Burglary 64.4 84.0 82.3 83.8 83.8 86.0 84.5 96.3
Larceny 43.7 33.0 36.9 34.7 32.6 29.6 31.7 31.2
Motor vehicle theft 70.3 71.6 71.3 72.7 68.0 76.2 74.1 77.4
Arson — — — — — 87.6 — —
Transportation of stolen property 67.5 62.0 69.4 73.1 79.3 78.8 62.8 48.3
Other property offenses 22.8 32.5 26.2 17.6 38.4 31.4 9.8 33.5

Drug offenses 73.6% 79.2% 84.2% 86.4% 86.5% 88.9% 84.8% 83.7%
Trafficking 82.1 88.2 91.5 90.9 89.9 92.2 86.7 87.0
Possession and other 44.9 22.1 26.7 34.7 39.0 37.5 55.0 43.0

Public-order offenses 37.1% 37.0% 40.6% 43.6% 45.6% 50.6% 51.8% 52.9%

Regulatory 28.5% 32.6% 36.9% 38.9% 37.8% 39.8% 44.7% 46.0%
Agriculture 15.3 19.9 15.2 18.9 13.8 17.4 19.0 15.7
Antitrust 33.1 24.2 19.6 26.5 27.2 20.6 11.2 11.8
Fair labor standards 15.4 17.6 6.9 8.8 19.5 35.8 28.0 21.4
Food and drug 4.0 16.0 20.0 16.5 11.5 16.1 35.6 23.3
Motor carrier 10.9 40.9 35.6 37.3 40.0 40.9 43.8 50.0
Other regulatory offenses 33.0 36.6 43.8 45.1 43.5 45.4 51.6 52.5

Other Offenses 38.6% 37.7% 41.2% 44.3% 46.9% 52.3% 52.9% 53.9%
Weapons 62.3 70.0 76.6 77.6 83.9 87.1 91.6 97.7
Immigration offenses 53.2 69.5 67.8 73.0 75.5 74.7 81.3 86.7
Tax law violationsd 45.8 44.0 46.8 43.5 41.4 41.6 35.7 36.5
Bribery 47.4 44.0 43.3 50.5 50.4 44.3 45.4 42.5
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 69.8 70.2 60.2 71.3 70.1 62.9 62.1 58.2
National defense 23.5 24.1 43.1 43.3 39.3 39.6 31.7 36.1
Escape 87.2 86.9 89.5 89.1 89.5 92.1 88.3 89.4
Racketeering and extortion 72.3 74.5 78.1 78.0 84.4 85.4 80.5 81.6
Gambling offenses 40.7 40.9 40.4 53.6 31.7 38.4 38.3 43.9
Liquor offenses 33.3 — — 50.0 — 4.8 — —
Mail or transport of obscene material 50.0 25.0 16.7 26.4 37.8 25.0 23.5 36.4
Traffic 5.1 5.1 4.0 4.7 5.5 5.3 4.5 4.9
Migratory birds — 24.2 12.9 3.5 10.0    0 7.7 9.5
Other 28.9 19.0 5.8 12.3 12.3 13.2 14.4 13.9

—Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data. c
Excludes tax fraud.

a
Includes sentences to prison with or without probation.

d
Includes tax fraud.

b
Total may include offenders for whom offense category could not be determined, but
excludes offenders for whom sentence category could not be determined.
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Table 17.   Offenders convicted in cases terminated in U.S. district court:  Mean length of prison sentences, 1982, 1988-93 
(with preliminary data for 1994)

Most serious offense 
of conviction

Average incarceration sentence length imposed
1982 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

All offenses a 47.8 mo 55.1 mo 54.5 mo 57.2 mo 61.9 mo 62.6 mo 60.6 mo 60.9 mo

Violent offenses 133.3 mo 110.7 mo 90.6 mo 89.2 mo 90.7 mo 94.8 mo 88.8 mo 88.2 mo
Murder 161.9 162.7 180.1 134.7 172.3 143.8 118.9 117.0
Manslaughter — 29.2 23.3 19.9 21.8 22.6 15.0 14.4
Assault 43.1 39.7 34.4 34.8 37.8 43.9 34.5 41.0
Robbery 153.1 131.4 100.0 101.0 98.6 101.5 96.4 94.6
Rape 113.2 95.8 90.1 78.9 72.3 82.4 73.8 68.4
Other sex offenses 73.5 75.1 44.7 33.1 31.7 48.9 40.2 56.9
Kidnaping 147.1 190.5 147.9 178.5 189.9 146.8 142.0 152.7
Threats against the President 42.4 44.1 35.9 — — — 18.6 24.1

Property offenses 31.1 mo 31.5 mo 26.0 mo 22.0 mo 21.2 mo 21.8 mo 23.7 mo 25.1 mo

Fraudulent 28.3 mo 31.0 mo 26.1 mo 21.9 mo 20.1 mo 20.3 mo 19.2 mo 20.7 mo
Embezzlement 20.2 19.6 16.5 17.5 15.5 16.3 12.3 14.3
Fraudb 27.9 32.9 29.8 23.4 21.6 21.1 20.6 22.1
Forgery 33.0 32.1 18.3 16.9 16.6 18.7 14.9 16.8
Counterfeiting 31.6 29.1 20.1 19.4 18.5 20.0 18.7 17.0

Other offenses 36.5 mo 32.7 mo 25.7 mo 22.4 mo 24.6 mo 27.6 mo 38.8 mo 39.9 mo
Burglary 74.5 55.6 41.7 34.4 59.5 52.9 79.1 59.7
Larceny 32.0 27.5 22.7 18.8 17.5 18.6 22.2 25.0
Motor vehicle theft 42.3 38.0 28.6 27.6 29.8 21.8 68.8 86.1
Arson … 19.0 45.3 — — — — —
Transportation of stolen property 40.0 51.1 33.3 31.8 38.6 21.9 32.8 24.2
Other property offenses 10.7 17.7 12.2 11.5 8.8 12.1 66.9 11.9

Drug offenses 54.6 mo 71.3 mo 74.9 mo 80.9 mo 85.7 mo 82.9 mo 79.7 mo 80.1 mo
Trafficking 59.3 73.6 77.3 83.1 87.4 84.3 82.2 82.5
Possession and other 26.2 13.6 8.1 14.9 21.7 22.1 18.0 22.0

Public-order offenses 25.6 mo 30.7 mo 27.6 mo 28.3 mo 37.8 mo 40.5 mo 42.1 mo 46.0 mo

Regulatory 25.7 mo 30.4 mo 24.0 mo 26.7 mo 26.5 mo 28.8 mo 26.8 mo 31.7 mo
Agriculture 12.0 7.4 7.9 9.1 6.9 8.6 8.0 10.3
Antitrust 6.9 8.3 13.5 12.9 17.2 — — —
Fair labor standards — 8.7 5.0 — — — 16.3 —
Food and drug — 12.6 11.3 — — — 12.3 25.4
Motor carrier — 23.6 13.0 — 11.8 28.0 19.6 —
Other regulatory offenses 29.5 35.6 26.2 29.1 28.6 33.3 29.1 33.1

Other Offenses 25.6 mo 30.7 mo 28.1 mo 28.5 mo 39.3 mo 40.9 mo 44.1 mo 47.8 mo
Weapons 34.3 52.3 47.1 47.3 63.0 64.6 66.6 81.2
Immigration offenses 16.4 11.7 9.3 10.5 12.5 15.0 18.8 19.9
Tax law violationsc 15.1 22.8 25.2 24.3 24.9 22.2 21.1 15.7
Bribery 26.7 27.0 21.0 24.8 23.9 28.5 24.5 24.3
Perjury, contempt, and intimidation 22.5 18.9 17.2 22.5 32.2 32.2 25.2 24.8
National defense 19.0 14.3 13.8 15.9 16.1 29.7 13.9 39.4
Escape 21.6 23.9 23.6 22.2 21.8 21.3 19.7 21.2
Racketeering and extortion 70.7 72.3 57.4 61.4 63.0 81.7 78.3 62.0
Gambling offenses 25.1 12.6 12.0 13.6 20.1 24.7 35.3 19.7
Liquor offenses — 4.7 3.7 — … — — …
Mail or transport of obscene material — 44.3 22.2 — — — — —
Traffic 2.5 3.9 3.2 4.5 5.3 5.2 8.5 7.5
Migratory birds … 5.1 11.3 — — … — —
Other 14.8 9.0 3.4 — — 9.2 19.0 21.3

Note:  See Methodology (p.19). a
Total may include offenders for whom offense category could not be
determined.—Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data.

…No case of this type occurred in the data. b
Excludes tax fraud.

c
Includes tax fraud.

Data tables 17



Table 18.  Prisoners released from Federal prison:  Average time served until first release (months), 1986-93 
(with preliminary data for 1994)

Most serious offense 
of convictiona

Average time served until first release
1986 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

All offenses 14.6 mo 17.9 mo 17.7 mo 18.2 mo 20.1 mo 21.7 mo 23.9 mo 25.1 mo

Violent offenses 46.4 mo 49.8 mo 48.0 mo 52.9 mo 54.5 mo 54.4 mo 55.9 mo 53.5 mo
Murder/manslaugter 41.8 52.8 43.5 62.5 55.8 49.9 64.0 51.3
Assault 40.4 40.5 38.9 45.5 49.8 48.2 57.4 52.1
Robbery 50.1 54.2 54.2 56.3 57.8 59.6 56.8 56.2
Rape — 48.3 71.4 59.4 72.2 69.4 — —
Other sex offenses 24.8 29.8 30.6 32.4 26.6 23.8 31.0 28.7
Kidnaping 66.1 93.6 67.9 104.6 95.3 93.5 93.4 97.2
Threats against the President 26.3 26.6 23.7 21.0 23.9 30.8 21.6 29.3

Property offenses 15.6 mo 16.3 mo 15.8 mo 15.7 mo 15.9 mo 15.8 mo 15.4 mo 15.3 mo

Fraudulent 13.3 mo 14.4 mo 14.7 mo 14.4 mo 14.6 mo 14.8 mo 14.5 mo 14.6 mo
Embezzlement 9.8 10.5 10.0 11.4 10.8 10.0 9.1 9.4
Fraudb 12.7 14.1 14.7 14.3 14.5 15.1 15.2 15.1
Forgery 14.8 16.7 16.1 14.5 16.7 14.9 13.6 13.0
Counterfeiting 18.8 19.0 18.6 18.1 18.5 20.1 17.6 17.9

Other offenses 19.7 mo 20.5 mo 18.0 mo 18.8 mo 19.0 mo 18.4 mo 18.1 mo 17.5 mo
Burglary 17.3 24.5 24.9 25.3 24.2 23.0 23.8 23.9
Larceny 18.3 17.4 15.8 16.2 14.1 14.6 13.4 11.3
Motor vehicle theft 24.1 27.4 21.6 21.7 29.8 24.8 20.5 21.3
Arson 26.5 28.0 33.2 36.8 39.7 35.5 37.7 39.7
Transportation of stolen property 22.8 27.1 24.3 28.7 23.2 24.6 25.4 22.2
Other property offenses 9.9 9.0 5.8 14.3 17.1 17.6 19.8 22.7

Drug offenses 20.6 mo 23.2 mo 24.3 mo 27.1 mo 28.4 mo 29.7 mo 33.0 mo 35.0 mo
Trafficking 21.1 23.9 25.2 28.1 30.0 31.5 35.1 36.6
Possession and other 8.0 9.2 8.7 9.1 8.2 7.1 7.2 7.7

Public-order offenses 6.3 mo 8.9 mo 8.3 mo 7.8 mo 9.1 mo 11.0 mo 12.4 mo 13.7 mo

Regulatory 14.8 mo 17.2 mo 16.6 mo 16.6 mo 17.2 mo 16.2 mo 18.0 mo 19.2 mo

Other Offenses 5.9 mo 8.3 mo 7.8 mo 7.4 mo 8.6 mo 10.7 mo 12.1 mo 13.3 mo
Weapons 18.2 19.5 18.7 19.1 18.9 20.4 23.5 27.8
Immigration offenses 3.3 4.4 3.9 3.6 4.2 5.3 5.5 6.2
Tax law violationsc 9.3 10.7 10.9 11.8 12.1 13.5 13.8 14.0
Bribery 11.4 12.8 13.3 10.8 11.0 12.1 13.0 14.2
Perjury 10.3 11.0 16.1 12.9 13.8 16.1 15.8 15.6
National defense 17.5 15.1 20.9 22.8 23.0 24.2 16.6 26.1
Escape 21.4 17.0 19.1 19.0 19.5 19.0 22.9 18.4
Racketeering and extortion 22.1 26.1 29.7 29.8 31.4 36.2 36.7 36.0
Gambling offenses — — — — — — — —
Liquor offenses — — — — — — — —
Mail or transport of obscene material 21.0 34.1 20.1 23.1 17.7 16.3 25.8 29.4
Traffic 2.0 2.2 2.6 1.9 2.4 2.4 3.0 2.9
Migratory birds 5.1 4.8 5.7 6.1 7.7 6.9 7.0 7.1
Other 13.8 15.5 10.8 12.6 15.4 14.7 16.4 13.2

Note:  Time-served data in this table is based on a new method and
supersedes time served in prior Federal Justice Statistics reports.  For
more detailed information on this method see Explanatory notes (p.20).
Includes all prisoners first released in the indicated calendar year,
regardless of sentence length.  Includes only prisoners serving U.S.
district court sentences.  Excludes subsequent releases (e.g., parole
violators) and prisoners received from other sources (e.g., courts martial
and probation violators).  See Explanatory notes (p.20).

—Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data.
a
Offense cateories may not be directly comparable to other tables.  Total
includes offenders whose offense category could not be determined.

b
Excludes tax fraud.

c
Includes tax fraud.
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The data in this report come from the
BJS Federal justice database.  The
database is constructed from source
files provided by the Executive Office
for U.S. Attorneys (EOUSA), the
Administrative Office of the United
States Courts (AOUSC), the U.S.
Bureau of Prisons (BOP), and other
Federal agencies whose files are
used in other BJS reports.  Federal
law prohibits the use of the BJS
database for any purpose other than
research or statistics. 

In each table, data describe the
calendar year indicated.  

The source for 1992 and 1993 data is
the 1992 Compendium of Federal
Justice Statistics and the 1993
Compendium of Federal Justice
Statistics.  The source for 1982 and
1988-91 data is Federal Criminal
Case Processing, 1982-91, with
Preliminary Data for 1992.  Data for
1992 and 1993 supersede that
publication.  Comparable data for
1986-89 may be found in Federal
Criminal Case Processing,
1980-1989, with Preliminary Data for
1990.  Additional information for each
year may be found in the
Compendium of Federal Justice
Statistics.  Time-served data
presented in table 18 supersede
time-served data in prior Federal
Criminal Case Processing reports.

Data shown for 1994 in tables 8-12
and 15-18 are based on preliminary
data received from AOUSC and
BOP.

Data for 1991 in tables 1 through 7,
13 and 14 are incomplete because
the Executive Office for U.S.
Attorneys phased out the Docket and
Reporting data system during
1991-92.  The tables are based on
records entered into the system
through January 1992.  In years prior
to 1991, data for tables 1 through 7,
13 and 14 for each calendar year
included records entered into the

Docket and Reporting data system
through the end of the following year.
The data shown in tables 8-12 and
15-17 for 1990 through 1994 reflect a
change in the AOUSC's file closeout
procedures and are not exactly
comparable to data for earlier years.
(The number of defendants shown for
1990 through 1994 are slightly lower
than would have been anticipated
under previous file closeout
procedures.) 

The offense classifications in tables
1-17 are based on the classification
system used by the AOUSC.
Specific offenses in the AOUSC
classification are combined to form
the BJS categories in the tables.
These categories are designed to be
as consistent as possible with BJS
publications on State criminal justice
systems.  Offense categories in table
18 are based on combinations of
offense designations used by the
Bureau of Prisons.  They are similar
to the categories in other tables, but
may not be directly comparable.

Where more than one offense is
charged or adjudicated, the most
serious offense is used in the
classification.  The offense
description may change as a case
goes through the criminal justice
process.  In tables 1-17, the offense
which may result in the longest
sentence is used.  In table 18,
prisoners are classified according to
the offense which actually bears the
greatest sentence.  Tables indicate
whether charged or adjudicated
offenses are used.

Tables 1-7, 13 and 14, which
describe the number and rate of
prosecutions and the results of
magistrate proceedings, include only
those matters handled by U.S.
attorneys and those matters in which
U.S. attorneys provide local
assistance to Department of Justice
attorneys in the litigating divisions.
Tables 8-12 and 15-18, which
describe the number and rate of

convictions, sentencing patterns,
incarceration rates, and lengths of
sentences imposed and served,
include all cases regardless of the
prosecuting agency.  

In tables 1-7, 13 and 14, from
1980-89 some matters concluded as
racketeering offenses were
categorized according to their
predicate offense (e.g. murder), or
were included only in the total of "all
offenses," if the predicate offense
was not shown in the source data.
Beginning with 1990, racketeering
offenses are included in the category
"racketeering and extortion."   

The average sentence lengths
reported for 1991 in table 17 are
based on partial data; 1,688
offenders (approximately 6% of the
total) were excluded because of
questionable sentencing information.
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Exact definitions of all offense cate-
gories are provided in the glossary
beginning on page 23.

Tables 1-7, 13 and 14 .  These tables
describe the disposition of matters  
handled by U.S. attorneys.  Suspects
are classified according to the most
serious offense investigated.  Data  
describing prosecutions by other
agencies, including the Criminal Divi-
sion of the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, were not available for this report.
Data in all the remaining tables de-
scribe the processing of defendants
in all court cases, regardless of the
prosecuting agency.

During 1991, the Department of Jus-
tice provided U.S. attorneys with lists
of cases shown in the data as having
remained inactive for long periods of
time, and directed that resolutions be
reported to the Docket and Reporting
system, if possible.  As a result,
many cases which had been shown
as pending were reported to be de-
clined for prosecution, or were shown
as resolved by U.S. magistrates.
Statistics for 1991 were substantially
affected by these record keeping
activities.

Tables 8 and 10-12 .  These tables
tabulate defendants according to the
most serious offense charged.

Tables 9 and 15-17.   These tables
tabulate convicted offenders accord-
ing to the most serious offense of
conviction.  

Tables 15 and 16.  These tables in
clude all sentences to incarceration
longer than 4 days regardless of
whether the term was concurrent or
consecutive with a period of proba-
tion, a fine, or other condition.  

Suspended sentences and sentences
to "time already served" are not in-
cluded as incarceration sentences.

Table 17.   Average lengths of im-
posed prison sentences are tabulated
for all adult offenders receiving a
sentence with a maximum term, ex-
cluding only offenders receiving an
indeterminate sentence such as a life
sentence or a death sentence.  The
average is the mean value of the
maximum terms to be served, con-
sidering all consecutive and concur-
rent sentences.  

These figures differ from statistics
published by the Administrative Of-
fice of the United States Courts for
the average "regular" sentence im-
posed.   "Regular" sentences exclude
two categories of offenders included
in the BJS calculations:  offenders re-
ceiving a "split" sentence (5 days
through 6 months followed by proba-
tion) and offenders sentenced under
18 USC 4205(b)(1) and (b)(2) (where
a maximum term is set accompanied
by no or a small minimum). 

Table 18 .  Prisoners are classified
according to the offense associated
with the longest sentence actually im-
posed.  (Classifications in other ta-
bles are based on the longest
potential sentence allowed by law.)   
Offense categories are based on
combinations of offense designations
used by the Bureau of Prisons.  They
are similar to the categories in other
tables, but may not be directly com-
parable.  

The table includes only prisoners
committed by U.S. district courts for
violations of the U.S. Code.  Other
prisoners, such as probation and pa-
role violators, and other types of of-
fenses, such as military, District of
Columbia, or State offenses, are ex-
cluded.  

Unlike BJS publications concerning
State prisoners, which exclude pris-
oners serving sentences under 1
year, table 18 includes Federal pris-
oners who received sentences of any

length.  Offenses for a few offenders
could not be classified; these offend-
ers are included in the total.

Time served in prison is the number
of months from the prisoner's arrival
into jurisdiction of the Bureau of Pris-
ons until first release from prison,
plus any jail time served and cred-
ited.  The definition of time served is
the same as that currently used by
the Bureau of Prisons.  Other publi-
cations may include different groups
of prisoners, calculate time served
differently, or use a different offense
classification.  Therefore, time-
served data reported here and in the
Compendium of Federal Justice Sta-
tistics, 1993 may differ from esti-
mates of time served in previous  
publications by the Bureau of Prisons
or in publications based on other data
sources.

Time served reported in table 18 is
not directly comparable to that in
previous Federal Criminal Case
Processing and the Compendium 
of Federal Justice Statistics reports.
The methodology in this report uses
new information to identify prison
commitment dates and account for
jail credits.  In previous reports jail
credits were overestimated in some
cases.  The table below shows the
estimates of time served for all
offenses and for major offenses
categories based on the current and
former methodologies.
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Explanatory notes

Average time served to first release, for
prisoners released during 1993, by 
current and former methods used to
calculate average time served

Current
method

Former
method

All offenses 23.9 mo 26.6 mo
Violent offenses 55.9 59.7
Property offenses 15.4 17.0
Drug offenses 33.0 37.0
Public-order offenses 12.4 14.0



This glossary defines each term used
by the BJS Federal Justice Statistics
program.  The definitions specifically
describe the criteria used in estab-
lishing table classifications.

Definitions of offense categories de-
scribe all offenses included in each
category.  Statutory sections are cited
in parentheses at the end of each
definition.

Agriculture violation — violation of
the Federal statutes on agriculture
and conservation, for example, viola-
tions of the Agricultural Acts, Federal
Seed Act, Game Conservation Acts,
Insecticide Act, and the Packers and
Stockyards Act; also violation of laws
concerning plant quarantine and the
handling of animals pertaining to re-
search (title 7 U.S.C. except sections
on food stamps). 

Antitrust  — violation of Federal anti-
trust statutes (15 U.S.C. 1, 2, 3, 8,
13(A)-(F), 20, 24, 70I, and 72). 

Arson  — willfully or maliciously set-
ting, or attempting to set, fire to any
property within the special maritime
and territorial jurisdiction of the
United States as defined in 18 U.S.C.
7 (18 U.S.C. 81).

Assault  — intentionally inflicting or
attempting or threatening to inflict
bodily injury to anyone within the spe-
cial maritime and territorial jurisdic-
tion of the United States as defined in
18 U.S.C. 7 or to any Government of-
ficial, foreign official, official guest,
internationally protected person, or
any officer or employee of the United
States designated in section 1114 of
title 18; also certain violations of the
Fair Housing Law (18 U.S.C. 111,
112(A)-(C), 113(A)-(F), 114,
351(C)-(E), 372, 1501-2, 1751(E),
1991, 2231(A)(B), and 2233; 21
U.S.C. 461(C), 675(A)(B), and
1041(C); 26 U.S.C. 7212(A)(B); 42
U.S.C. 3610(A), 3611(F), and 3631;
46 U.S.C. 701(6); and 49 U.S.C.
1472(k1) and 1475(J)(k1)).

Bail  — the sum of money promised
as a condition of release, to be paid if
a released defendant defaults (18
U.S.C. 3142(c)).

Bribery  — offering or promising any-
thing of value with intent to unlawfully
influence a public official, bank em-
ployee, officer or employee of the
U.S. Government, witness, or any
common carrier as well as soliciting
or accepting such an offer.  Soliciting
or receiving anything of value in con-
sideration of aiding a person to obtain
employment in the U.S. Government.
Receiving or soliciting any remunera-
tion, directly or indirectly, in cash or
any kind in return for purchasing, or-
dering, leasing, or recommending to
purchase any good, service, facility,
or item for which payment may be
made through Medical Assistance
Programs.  Bribing in sporting con-
tests is also illegal (18 U.S.C.
201(A)-(I), 203-5, 207(B)(C), 208-15,
and 224; 21 U.S.C. 622; 26 U.S.C.
7214(A); 42 U.S.C. 1396H(B); 46
U.S.C. 239(I); and 49 U.S.C. 10(4),
917(B), and 1472(D)). 

Burglary  — breaking and entering
into another's property with intent to
steal within the special maritime and
territorial jurisdiction of the United
States, as defined in 18 U.S.C. 7;
also including breaking and entering
into any official bank, credit union,
savings and loan institution, post of-
fice, vessel or steamboat assigned to
the use of mail service, or personal
property of the United Statesor break-
ing the seal or lock of any carrier fa-
cility containing interstate or foreign
shipments of freight or express (18
U.S.C. 2111, 2113(A), and 2115-17).

Collateral bond  — an agreement
made by a defendant as a condition
of his or her pretrial release that re-
quires the defendant to post property
valued at the full bail amount as an
assurance of his or her intention to
appear at trial.

Conspiracy  — an agreement by two
or more persons to commit or to ef-
fect the commission of an unlawful
act or to use unlawful means to ac-
complish an act that is not in itself
unlawful; also any overt act in further-
ance of the agreement.  A person
charged with conspiracy is classified
under the substantive offense
alleged.

Counterfeiting  — falsely making,
forging, or altering any obligation or
security of the United States, foreign
obligation or security, coin or bar
stamped at any mint in the United
States, money order issued by the
Postal Service, domestic or foreign
stamp, or seal of any department or
agency of the United States.  Pass-
ing, selling, attempting to pass or sell,
or bringing into the United States any
of the above falsely made articles.
Making, selling, or possessing any
plates or stones used for printing
counterfeit obligations or securities of
the United States, foreign obligations
or securities, Government transporta-
tion requests, or postal stamps (18
U.S.C. 331, 471-74, 476-81, 485-88,
490, 492, 500-502, 506-7, and 509;
21 U.S.C. 458(C4) and 611(B4); 26
U.S.C. 5604(A4) and 7241; and 46
U.S.C. 410).

Declination  — the decision by a
prosecutor not to file a case.

Deposit bond  — an agreement
made by a defendant as a condition
of his or her release that requires the
defendant to post a fraction of the
bail before he or she is released.
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Detention  — the legally authorized
confinement of persons after arrest,
whether before or during prosecution.
Only those persons held 2 or more
days are classified as detained in this
publication.

Dismissal  — termination of a case
before trial or other final judgment
(including nolle prosequi and deferred
prosecution).

Disposition  — the decision made on
a case brought before the Federal
criminal courts.

Distribution  — delivery (other than
by administering or dispensing) of a
controlled substance (21 U.S.C. 802).

District of Columbia   — the jurisdic-
tion of the U.S. district court for the
District of Columbia.  This publication
includes Federal offenses prosecuted
in U.S. district courts and excludes
violations of the District of Columbia
code and cases prosecuted in the
District of Columbia superior court.

Drug offenses  — possessing or traf-
ficking in (distributing, importing, and
manufacturing) controlled sub-
stances.  Also furnishing of fraudulent
or false information concerning pre-
scriptions as well as any other un-
specified drug-related offense.  (See
specific offenses in this glossary for
citations.)

Embezzlement   — fraudulently mis-
applying property by a person to
whom such property has been en-
trusted or into whose hands it has
lawfully come where offense is com-
mitted by bank officers or employees;
officers or employees of the Postal
Service; officers of lending, credit, or
insurance institutions; any officer or
employee of a corporation or associa-
tion engaged in commerce as a com-
mon carrier; court officers of the U.S.
courts; or officers or employees of
the United States.  Embezzling,
stealing, or knowingly converting to
one's own use or the use of another

or without authority selling, convey-
ing, or disposing of any money, prop-
erty, records, or thing of value to the
United States or any department
thereof (12 U.S.C. 630; 15 U.S.C.
645(B)(C); 18 U.S.C. 332, 334,
641-57, 660, 664, 665(A)(B), 1025,
1163, 1709-11 and 1721; 22 U.S.C.
1179; 29 U.S.C. 501(C) and 502(B);
38 U.S.C. 3501; and 42 U.S.C.
2703A, 2971F(A)(B), 3220(B), and
3791).

Escape  — departing or attempting to
depart from the custody of a correc-
tional institution; a judicial, correc-
tional, or law enforcement officer; or
a hospital where one is committed for
drug abuse and drug dependency
problems.  Knowingly advising, aid-
ing, assisting, or procuring the es-
cape or attempted escape of any
person from a correctional facility, an
officer, or the above-mentioned hos-
pital as well as concealing an es-
capee.  Forcibly rescuing any person
in an attempt to prevent execution or
forcibly removing or attempting to re-
move the dead body of an executed
offender in order to prevent an
autopsy.  Aiding or enticing any per-
son belonging to the Armed Forces of
a belligerent nation or fraction, who is
interned in the United States in ac-
cordance with the law of nations, to
escape or attempt to escape.  Provid-
ing or attempting to provide to an in-
mate in prison a prohibited object or
making, possessing, obtaining, or at-
tempting to make or obtain a prohib-
ited object (as defined in section
1791C of title 18).  Instigating, assist-
ing, attempting to cause, or causing
any mutiny or riot at any Federal pe-
nal, detention, or correctional facility
or conveying into any of these institu-
tions any dangerous instrumentalities
(18 U.S.C. 751, 752(A)(B), 753-57,
1071-74, 1791-92, 3150, and
4082(D); 42 U.S.C. 261(B)(C) and
3425-26; and 50 U.S.C. 822-23).

Failure to appear  — willful absence
from any court appointment.

Felony  — a criminal offense
punishable by death or imprisonment
for a term exceeding 1 year (18
U.S.C. 1).

Filing  — The initiation of a criminal
case in U.S. district court by formal
submission to the court of a charging
document alleging that one or more
named persons have committed one
or more specified offenses.  In this
publication, each defendant in a case
is counted separately, and only the
most serious alleged offense is
considered.

Financial conditions  — monetary
conditions upon which release of a
defendant before trial is contingent.
Includes deposit bond, surety bond,
and collateral bond (see individual
definitions).

Food and drug violations  — viola-
tions of the Federal Food and Drug
Act (21 U.S.C. 16-17, 20-23, 62-63,
104, 111, 115, 117, 120, 122, 124,
126, 134(A)-(E), 141-45, 151-55, 157,
158, 201, 203, 205, 207, 209-12,
331(A)-(G), 331(I2)(I3), 331(J)-(P),
333(A)(B), 458(A1)-(A5), 459,
460(A)-(D), 461(A), 463, 466(A),
610(A)(B)(B2)(C), 611(A)(B3),
620(D), 642, 676(A), 1037, 1041(A),
1175, and 1175F; and 26 U.S.C.
4591, 4594(A)-(C), 4597(A),
4804(A2)(A4)(B), 4805(B), 4814(A1),
4815(A)(B), 4817, 4833(A2)(B)(C),
4834(A), 4841, 4862(B),
7234(A)(C)(D1)(D2A)(D2B)(D3)(D4) ,
7235(A)-(E), 7236, 7264, 7265(A)(B),
and 7266(A1)-(A3)(B)). 

Forgery  — falsely and with intent to
defraud, making, counterfeiting, alter-
ing, or possessing with intent to pass
off as genuine any U.S. Postal Serv-
ice money order; postmarking stamp
or impression; obligation or security
of the United States; foreign obliga-
tion, security, or bank note; contrac-
tors' bond, bid, or public record; seal
of a court or any department or
agency of the U.S. Government; the
signature of a judge or court officer;
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ships' papers; documents on entry of
vessels; deed; power of attorney;
customs matters; bond of distilleries;
military or naval discharge certificate;
coin or bar; and so forth.  Also mak-
ing, possessing, selling, or printing
plates or stones for counterfeiting ob-
ligations or securities and receiving,
possessing, concealing, selling, or
disposing of any falsely made securi-
ties, tax stamps, or pledges that have
crossed a State or the U.S. boundary
after being stolen or unlawfully con-
verted (18 U.S.C. 471-74, 478-79,
482-85, 493-98, 500, 503, 505-8,
1025, 2314-15, and 2318; 19 U.S.C.
1436; 21 U.S.C. 458(B)(C1)(C2), and
611(B1); 26 U.S.C. 5601(A4)(A5); 43
U.S.C. 1191-92; and 49 U.S.C.
1472(B)). 

Fraud  — unlawfully depriving a per-
son of his or her property or legal
rights through intentional misrepre-
sentation of fact or deceit other than
forgery or counterfeiting.  Includes
violations of statutes pertaining to
lending and credit institutions, the
Postal Service, interstate wire, radio,
television, veterans benefits, allot-
ments, bankruptcy, marketing agree-
ments, commodity credit, the
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, railroad retirement, unemploy-
ment, Social Security, false
personation, citizenship, passports,
conspiracy, and claims and state-
ments, excluding tax fraud.  The
category excludes fraud involving tax
violations that are shown in a sepa-
rate category under "Public order,
other offenses."  (See specific of-
fenses in this glossary for citations.)

Fraudulent property offenses  —
see "Property offenses, fraudulent."

Gambling  — transporting, manufac-
turing, selling, possessing, or using
any gambling device in the District of
Columbia or any possession of the
United States or within Indian country
or the special maritime and territorial
jurisdiction of the United States as
defined in section 7 of title 18.  Also

transporting gambling devices in the
jurisdiction of the United States, ex-
cept under authority of the Federal
Trade Commission or any State that
has a law providing for their exemp-
tion from these provisions, transmit-
ting wagering information in interstate
or foreign commerce, interstate trans-
porting of wagering paraphernalia,
importing or transporting lottery tick-
ets, or mailing lottery tickets or re-
lated matter.  An employee of the
Postal Service acting as a lottery
agent is considered guilty of this of-
fense (15 U.S.C. 1172-76; and 18
U.S.C. 1082(A)(B), 1084, 1301-3,
1953, and 1955).

Guilty plea  — a plea in response to
formal charges admitting that the de-
fendant committedoffenses as
charged.  This category also includes
pleas of nolo contendere.

Hispanic  — ethnic category based
on classification by reporting agency.
Hispanic persons may be of any race.

Homicide  — see "Murder."

Immigration offenses  — offenses
involving illegal entrance into the
United States, illegally reentering af-
ter being deported, willfully failing to
deport when so ordered, or willfully
remaining beyond days allowed on
conditional permit.  Falsely represent-
ing oneself to be a citizen of the
United States or counterfeiting any
visa, permit, or other document to en-
ter the United States as well as vio-
lating any of the provisions for travel
of citizens or aliens during war or na-
tional emergency.  Also bringing in or
harboring any aliens not duly admit-
ted by an immigration officer (8
U.S.C. 331, 333-34, 338-39, 1185(C),
1252(D)(E), 1282(A)(C), 1286-87,
1321, and 1324-26; and 18 U.S.C.
911 and 1546). 

Incarceration  — any sentence of
confinement, including prison, jail,
and other residential placements.

Indeterminate sentence   — a prison
sentence whose maximum or mini-
mum term is not specifically estab-
lished at the time of sentencing (18
U.S.C. 4205 B(1)(2)).

Jurisdictional offenses  — acts that
are Federal crimes because of the
place in which they occur, such as on
an aircraft, on Federal land or prop-
erty, and for certain crimes on Indian
reservations or at sea, but that can-
not be classified in a more specific
substantive category.

Kidnaping  — unlawfully seizing any
person, within the special maritime
and territorial jurisdiction of the
United States as defined by section 7
of title 18, for ransom or reward, ex-
cept in the case of a minor by a par-
ent.  Also receiving, possessing, or
disposing of any money or other
property that has been delivered as
ransom or reward in connection with
a kidnaping as well as conspiring to
kidnap.  This offense includes kid-
naping or attempting to kidnap any
Government official, the President of
the United States, the President-
elect, the Vice President, any foreign
official, any official guest, or any in-
ternationally protected person (18
U.S.C. 351(B)-(D), 1201-2, and
1751(B)-(C)). 

Labor law violations  — violations of
the Fair Labor Standards Act, the
Taft-Hartley Act (labor-management
relations), the Byrnes Act (transporta-
tion of strikebreakers), laws regarding
the 8-hour day on public works, and
peonage laws (18 U.S.C. 1231 and
1581-88; 29 U.S.C. 162, 186(A),
206-7, 211(C)(D), 212, 214-15,
216(A), 439(A)-(C), 463(B), 503(C),
504(B), and 1131; and 40 U.S.C.
321-22). 

Larceny  — taking and carrying away
with intent to steal any personal prop-
erty of another, within the special
maritime and territorial jurisdiction of
the United States, as defined in 18
U.S.C. 7.  Stealing, possessing,
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converting to one's own use, or ille-
gally selling or disposing of anything
of value to the United States or any
of its departments or agencies or any
property made or beingmade under
contract for the United States or any
of its departments or agencies.
Stealing anything of value (in excess
of $100) from a bank, the Postal
Service, or any interstate or foreign
shipments by carrier.  Receiving or
possessing stolen property or pirate
property.  Stealing or obtaining by
fraud any funds, assets, or property
that are the subject of a grant, con-
tract, or other form of assistance,
whether received directly or indi-
rectly, from the Law Enforcement As-
sistance Administration or that belong
to or are entrusted to the custody of
an Indian tribal organization.  This of-
fense category excludes the transpor-
tation of stolen property (18 U.S.C.
641, 659, 661-62, 1024, 1163, 1660,
1702, 1704, 1707-8, and 2113(B)(C);
42 U.S.C. 3791; and 49 U.S.C.
1472(K1)).

Liquor violations  — violations of In-
ternal Revenue Service laws on liq-
uor as well as violations of liquor laws
not cited under these laws, such as
smuggling goods into the United
States; dispensing or unlawfully pos-
sessing intoxicants in Indian country;
transporting intoxicating liquors into
any State, territory, district, or pos-
session where sale is prohibited;
shipping packages containing un-
marked and unlabeled intoxicants;
failing to declare liquor at customs;
shipping liquor by C.O.D.; knowingly
delivering a liquor shipment to some-
one other than to whom it has been
consigned; and violating in any way
the Federal Alcohol Administration
Act (18 U.S.C. 545, 1154-56, and
1262-65; 19 U.S.C. 1461; 26 U.S.C.
5061(B), 5113(A), 5115, 5171(A),
5179(A)-80, 5214(A), 5221(A),
5273(B), 5291(A), 5301(A)-(C),
5601(A1)-(A4)(A6)-(A14), 5602,
5603(A)(B), 5604(A1)-(A3),
(A6)-(A13)(A15)-(A19), 5605-7,
5608(A)(B), 5661(A)(B), 5662,

5671-72, 5674, 5676(1-3)(5),
5681(A)-(C), 5682-83, 5685(A)(B),
5686-87, 5689, and 5691(A); and 27
U.S.C. 203, 205(E)(F), 206(A)(B),
207, and 208(A)(D)). 

Mailing or transportation of ob-
scene materials  — knowingly using
the mail for mailing obscene or
crime-inciting matter, as defined in
18 U.S.C. 1461 and 39 U.S.C.
3001(E).  Also transporting for sale or
distribution, importing, or transporting
any obscene matter in interstate or
foreign commerce (18 U.S.C.
1461-63, 1465, and 1718). 

Major offense  — (while on condi-
tional release) — allegation, arrest, or
conviction of a crime for which the
minimum sentence is incarceration
for over 90 days or greater than 1
year on probation.  (See Introduction
to Probation Statistical Reporting, Ad-
ministrative Office of the U.S. Courts,
1981.)

Mandatory release  — the release of
an inmate from prison after confine-
ment for a time period equal to his or
her full sentence minus statutory
good-time, if any.  Federal prisoners
released on mandatory release may
still be subject to a period of postre-
lease community supervision.

Matter  — a potential case under re-
view by a U.S. attorney on which
more than 1 hour is expended.

Matters concluded  — matters about
which a final decision has been
reached by a U.S. attorney.  Specifi-
cally includes matters filed as cases,
matters declined after investigation,
matters referred for disposition by
U.S. magistrates, and matters other-
wise terminated without reaching
court.

Migratory birds offenses  — taking,
killing, or possessing migratory birds,
or any part, nest, or egg thereof, in
violation of Federal regulations or the
transportation laws of the State,

territory, or district from which the
bird was taken.  Misuse or nonuse of
a migratory-bird hunting and conser-
vation stamp.  Violation of the regula-
tions of Bear River Refuge and
Ouchita National Forest Sanctuary
and Refuge (16 U.S.C. 690(D)(G),
693A, 701, 703-6, 707(A)(B), 708-11,
and 718(A)(E)(G)). 

Minor offense  — (while on condi-
tional release)  — conviction of a
crime for which the maximum sen-
tence is incarceration for 90 days or
less, probation of 1 year or less, or a
fine of $500 or less.  (See Introduc-
tion to Probation Statistical Reporting,
Administrative Office of the U.S.
Courts, 1981.)

Misdemeanor  — a criminal offense
punishable by a jail term not exceed-
ing 1 year and any offense specifi-
cally defined as a misdemeanor by
the Administrative Office of the U.S.
Courts for the purposes of data col-
lection.  (This category includes of-
fenses previously called minor
offenses that were reclassified under
the Federal Magistrates Act of 1979.)

Mixed sentence  — a sentence re-
quiring the convicted offender to
serve more than 6 months of incar-
ceration, followed by a term of proba-
tion.  Unless otherwise noted,
offenders receiving mixed sentences
are included in both incarceration and
probation categories (see also "Split
sentence").

Most serious offense  — the offense
with the greatest potential penalty.

Motor carrier violations  — viola-
tions of the Federal statutes listed be-
low concerning the Motor Carrier Act
(15 U.S.C. 1986, 1990, and 1990(C);
and 49 U.S.C. 1(7)(17)(20), 10(1),
15(11)(12), 41(1), 46, 301-4,
322(A)(D), 917(A)(E)(F),
1021(A)(B)(E)(F), and 1159(A)).

Motor vehicle theft  — interstate or
foreign transporting, receiving,
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concealing, storing, bartering, selling,
or disposing of any stolen motor vehi-
cle or aircraft (18 U.S.C. 2312 and
2313; and 49 U.S.C. 1472I, I1A, I1B,
NA, and NB). 

Murder  — committing or attempting
to commit murder (first or second de-
gree) or voluntary manslaughter
within the special maritime and terri-
torial jurisdiction of the United States
(18 U.S.C. 7).  Killing or attempting to
kill any Government official, the
President of the United States, the
President-elect, the Vice President,
any officers and employees of the
United States, any foreign officials,
any official guests, or any internation-
ally protected persons.  As applied to
the owner or charterer of any steam-
boat or vessel, knowingly and willfully
causing or allowing fraud, neglect,
misconduct, or violation of any law
resulting in loss of life (18 U.S.C.
351(A), 1111-16, 1751A, and
2113(E); 21 U.S.C. 461(C) and
675(C); and 49 U.S.C. 1472(K1)).

National defense violations  — vio-
lations of the national defense laws
on the Selective Service Acts, the
Defense Production Act, the Eco-
nomic Stabilization Act of 1970
(which includes prices, rents, and
wages), the Subversive Activities
Control Act, alien registration, trea-
son (including espionage, sabotage,
sedition, and the Smith Act), curfew
and restricted areas, exportation of
war materials, trading with an enemy,
and use of uniform and any other vio-
lations of the Federalstatutes con-
cerning national defense (50 U.S.C.
210, 321-29, and 824; 50 A U.S.C.
327, 462, 468, and 2061-66; 8 U.S.C.
1304 (d-e), 1306 (a-d); 18 U.S.C.
792-95, 797-99, 953, 2153 (a-b),
2154 (a-b), 2155 (a-b), 2156 (a-b),
2381, 2384-90; and 42 U.S.C. 2273,
2274 (a-b), 2275-77, 2278 A (b),
2278 A (c)(b), and 2462 (g)).

Negligent manslaughter  — causing
the death of another, within the spe-
cial maritime and territorial

jurisdiction of the United States as
defined in 18 U.S.C. 7, by wanton or
reckless disregard for human life.
Also negligent manslaughter of any
Government official, the President of
the United States, the President-
elect, the Vice President, any officers
and employees of the United States,
any foreign officials, any official
guests, or any internationally pro-
tected persons.  This offense cate-
gory also includes misconduct,
negligence, or inattention to duties by
ship officers on a steamboat or ves-
sel resulting in death to any person
(18 U.S.C. 351(A), 1112, 1114-16,
and 1751(A); and 49 U.S.C.
1472(K1)). 

Nolo contendere  — defendant's
plea in a criminal case indicating that
he or she will not contest charges, but
not admitting or denying guilt.

Not convicted  — acquittal by bench
or jury trial, mistrial, and dismissal
(including nolle prosequi and deferred
prosecution).

Offense  — violation of U.S. criminal
law.  Where more than one offense is
charged, the offense with the greatest
potential penalty is reported.

Other property offenses  — of-
fenses that involve the destruction of
property moving in interstate or for-
eign commerce in the possession of
a common or contract carrier.  The
malicious destruction of Government
property, or injury to U.S. postal prop-
erty such as mailboxes or mailbags.
Trespassing on timber and Govern-
ment lands is also included in this
category of offenses (15 U.S.C.
1281; 16 U.S.C. 3, 9A, 45A, 45C-E,
114, 121-24, 146, 152, 163, 171,
403H-4, 413, 430H, 430Q, 430V,
460K-3, 460N-3, 460N-5, 460N-7,
471, 476-78, 478A, 479, 481-82, 551,
and 604-6; 18 U.S.C. 1164, 1361-64,
1705-6, 1851-63, 2071(A)(B), and
2072; 24 U.S.C. 286; 40 U.S.C. 53,
101, 193(E)(O)(P)-(R), and 318(C);
and 43 U.S.C. 316K). 

Other public-order offenses  — 
violations of laws pertaining to abor-
tion; bigamy; disorderly conduct on
the U.S. Capitol grounds; civil disor-
der; hunting, trapping, or fishing on
Indian lands or military areas and
zones; and obscene or harassing
telephone calls (18 U.S.C. 231, 1165,
1384-85, and 2101; 40 U.S.C.
193(B)-(D)(F)(G)(O)(P); and 47
U.S.C. 223).  Included in "public or-
der, non-regulatory offenses" (q.v.).

Other regulatory offenses  — viola-
tions of civil rights, election laws, the
Communication Act (including wire
tapping and wire interception), con-
tempt, laws regarding congressional
contempt, custom laws (except nar-
cotics and liquor), importation of inju-
rious animals and birds, interstate
commerce (the Connally Act, Hot Oil
Act, transportation or importation of
prison-made goods, and the Railroad
and Transportation Act), maritime
and shipping laws, laws regarding
stowaways, the Federal Boat Safety
Act of 1971, the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act, U.S. postal laws (ex-
cluding injury to postal property),
intimidation of witness laws, aircraft
regulations, explosives(except in ves-
sels), the Gold Acts, train wrecking,
and any other regulatory offenses not
listed above.  (For citations refer to
the United States Title and Code
Criminal Offense Citations, Adminis-
trative Office of the U.S. Courts, Sep-
tember 1982.)

Other sex offenses  — transporting,
coercing, or enticing any women to
go from one place to another in inter-
state or foreign commerce, in the
District of Columbia, or in any terri-
tory or possession of the United
States with the intent and purpose to
engage in prostitution, debauchery,
or any other immoral purpose.  Im-
porting, maintaining, or harboring any
women for purposes of prostitution or
debauchery or for any other immoral
purpose.  These offenses may be ei-
ther violent or nonviolent (8 U.S.C.
1328 and 18 U.S.C. 2421-24). 
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Parole  — period of supervision after
release from custody before the expi-
ration of sentence.

Perjury  — knowingly or willfully giv-
ing false evidence or swearing to
false statements under oath or by any
means procuring or instigating any
person to commit perjury.  Making
any false material declarations under
oath in any proceeding before or an-
cillary to any court or grand jury of
the United States.  This offense also
includes any officers and employees
of the Government listed under 13
U.S.C. 21-25 who willfully or know-
ingly furnish or cause to be furnished
any false information or statement (8
U.S.C. 1357(B), 13 U.S.C. 213, 18
U.S.C. 1621-23, and 22 U.S.C.
1203). 

Personal recognizance  — pretrial
release condition in which the defen-
dant promises to appear at trial and
no financial conditions are required to
be met.

Petty offense  — criminal offense
punishable by imprisonment for a
term not exceeding 6 months or a
fine not more than $500 or both (18
U.S.C. 1(3)).

Possession  — acquiring a controlled
substance by misrepresentation or
fraud, attempting or conspiring to
possess, or simple possession of a
controlled substance in schedules I-V
(as defined by 21 U.S.C. 812).  Also
possession of a controlled substance
in schedule I or II or a narcotic drug
in schedule III or IV on board a ves-
sel of the United States or vessels
within custom waters of the United
States or by any citizen of the United
States on board a vessel.  Possess-
ing any punch, die, plate, stone, or
any other thing designed to repro-
duce the label upon any drug or con-
tainer is an offense under this
category.  Distributing a small
amount of marijuana for no remu-
neration is treated as simple posses-
sion and, therefore, is included in this

offense category (21 U.S.C.
843(A3)(A5), 844(A), 846, 955, and
962-63).

Pretrial diversion  — an agreement
to defer (and possibly drop) prosecu-
tion conditioned on the defendant's
good behavior and/or participation in
programs during a stated period.

Pretrial release  — the release of a
defendant from custody, for all or part
of the time before or during prosecu-
tion.  The defendant may be released
either on personal recognizance or
unsecured bond or on financial condi-
tions.  The category includes defen-
dants released within 2 days after
arrest and defendants who were ini-
tially detained but subsequently re-
leased after raising bail or having
release conditions changed at a sub-
sequent hearing.

Property offenses, fraudulent  —
property offenses involving the ele-
ments of deceit or intentional misrep-
resentation.  Specifically includes
embezzlement, fraud (excluding tax
fraud), forgery, and counterfeiting.

Property offenses, non-fraudulent
— violent offenses against property:
burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft,
arson, transportation of stolen prop-
erty, and other property offenses (de-
struction of property and trespassing).
These offenses are termed "non-
fraudulent" only for the purpose of
distinguishing them from the category
"property offenses, fraudulent,"
above.

Public-order, non-regulatory of-
fenses  — offenses concerning weap-
ons; immigration; tax law violations
(tax fraud); bribery; perjury; national
defense; escape; racketeering and
extortion; gambling; liquor; mailing or
transporting of obscene materials;
traffic; migratory birds; conspiracy,
aiding and abetting, and jurisdictional
offenses; and "other public order of-
fenses" (q.v.).  These offenses are
termed "non-regulatory" only for the

purpose of distinguishing them from
the category "public order, regulatory
offenses," below.

Public-order, regulatory offenses   
— violations of regulatory laws and
regulations in agriculture, antitrust,
labor law, food and drug, motor car-
rier, and other regulatory offenses
that are not specifically listed in the
category "public order, non-regulatory
offenses" above. 

Q.v. — refer to the appropriate entry
in this glossary for a definition of
terms marked "(q.v.)."

Racketeering and extortion  — us-
ing interstate or foreign commerce or
any facility in interstate or foreign
commerce to aid racketeering enter-
prises such as arson, bribery, gam-
bling, liquor, narcotics, prostitution,
and extortionate credit transactions.
For officers or employees of the
United States, or anyone represent-
ing himself or herself as such, obtain-
ing property or money from another,
with his or her consent induced by ac-
tual or threatened force, violence,
blackmail, or unlawful interference
with employment or business.  Trans-
mitting by interstate commerce or
through the mail any threat to injure
the property, the person, or the repu-
tation of the addressee or of another
or to kidnap any person with intent to
extort (18 U.S.C. 872-74, 875(A-D),
876-77, 892-94, 1951-52, 1954,
1962(A-D), and 1963; 19 U.S.C. 60;
27 U.S.C. 205(C); and 42 U.S.C.
2703(B)). 

Rape — rape, assault with intent to
commit rape, and carnal knowledge
of a female under 16 who is not one's
wife, within the territorial and special
maritime jurisdictions of the United
States as defined in 18 U.S.C. 7 (18
U.S.C. 113(A), and 2031-32; and 49
U.S.C. 1472(K1)). 

Remove  — transfer from Federal
court (usually to a State court).
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Robbery  — taking anything of value
from the person or presence of an-
other by force or by intimidation,
within the special maritime and terri-
torial jurisdiction of the United States
(18 U.S.C. 7).  Also robbery of bank
property, U.S. postal property, or per-
sonal property of the United States.
Also assaulting or putting the life of
any person in jeopardy by the use of
a dangerous weapon while commit-
ting or attempting to commit such
robbery (18 U.S.C. 113(B), 1661,
1991, 2111-12, 2113(A)(D)(E), and
2114; and 49 U.S.C. 1472(K1)). 

Sentence  — sanction imposed on a
convicted offender.  For sentences to
incarceration, the maximum time the
offender may be held in custody is re-
ported.  (See also  "Split sentence,"
"Mixed sentence," "Indeterminate
sentence," and "Youth sentence.")

Special maritime and territorial ju-
risdiction  — areas of Federal juris-
diction outside the jurisdiction of any
State, including (1) the high seas,
Great Lakes, and connecting water-
ways; (2) Federal lands; and (3)
U.S.-owned aircraft in flight over the
high seas (18 U.S.C. 7).

Split sentence  — a sentence requir-
ing the convicted person to serve a
period of confinement of 6 months or
less, followed by a period of proba-
tion.  Unless otherwise noted, con-
victed offenders receiving split
sentences are included in both the in-
carceration and probation categories
(see "Mixed sentence").

Stale  — too old to support successful
prosecution.

Surety bond  — an agreement by the
defendant as a condition of his or her
release that requires a third party
(usually a bail bondsman) to promise
to pay the full bail amount in the
event that the defendant fails to
appear.

Suspect  — a person who is under
investigation or interrogation as a
likely perpetrator of a specific crimi-
nal offense.

Tax law violations  — tax fraud of-
fenses such as income tax fraud;
evading or defeating tax; willful fail-
ure to file; fraudulently withholding on
exemption certificate or failing to sup-
ply information; counterfeiting any
stamps with intent to defraud the col-
lection or payment of tax; willful fail-
ure to collect or pay tax; putting
fraudulent or false statements on tax
returns; failure to obey summons to
produce any papers concerning
taxes; preparers of returns disclosing
or using any information for any pur-
pose other than to assist in preparing
returns; failing to furnish receipts for
employees of tax withheld; failing to
furnish information relating to certain
trusts, annuity, and bond purchase
plans; and not obtaining a license for
a business that makes a profit from
foreign items.  Also included in this
offense category are violations of ex-
cise and wagering tax laws and any
other laws listed below from the Inter-
nal Revenue Service title (26 U.S.C.
3402, 4411-12, 4918(E)(H),
4919(B2), 5751(A1)(A2), 5752(A)-(D),
5762(A1)-(A11)(B), 6047(A)-(C),
6051, 6056, 6331, 6420(E2),
6421(F2), 6424(D2), 6427(E2), 6674,
7001, 7121-22, 7201-5,
7206(1)-(4)(5A)(5B), 7207, 7208(1),
7210, 7213(A1)-(A3)(B)-(D), 7215(A),
7216, 7231-32, 7322(2), 7261-62,
7272(A), 7512, 7513(B), 7602-3, and
7604(B); and 50A U.S.C. 243(A)). 

Technical violation  — failure to
comply with any of the conditions of
pretrial release, probation, or parole,
excluding alleged new criminal activ-
ity.  May result in revocation of re-
lease status.  Examples of conditions
that may be imposed and then vio-
lated include remaining within a
specified jurisdiction, or appearing at
specified intervals for drug tests.

Termination  — [Pretrial services]
execution of sentence, acquittal, dis-
missal, diversion, or fugitive status.
[U.S. district court] conviction, acquit-
tal, or dismissal.

Threats against the President  —
knowingly and willfully depositing in
the mail, at any post office, or by any
letter carrier a letter, paper, writing,
print, missive, or document contain-
ing any threat to take the life of or to
inflict bodily harm upon the Presi-
dent, Vice President, or any other of-
ficer in order of succession to the
Presidency.  Knowingly and willfully
making such threats in any way to the
above-named people (18 U.S.C.
871). 

Traffic offenses  — driving while in-
toxicated or any moving or parking
violations on Federal lands (40
U.S.C. 212 B).

Trafficking  — importing any con-
trolled substance in schedule I, II, III,
IV, or V (as defined by 21 U.S.C.
812).  Manufacturing, distributing,
selling, or possessing with intent to
manufacture, distribute, or sell a con-
trolled substance or a counterfeit sub-
stance.  Exporting any controlled
substance in schedules I-V.  Manu-
facturing or distributing a controlled
substance in schedule I or II for pur-
poses of unlawful importation.  Mak-
ing or distributing any punch, die,
plate, stone, or any other thing de-
signed to reproduce the label upon
any drug or container or removing or
obliterating the label or symbol of any
drug or container.  Obtaining a pre-
scription of a controlled substance in
schedule III or IV without a written or
oral prescription.  Distributing for rea-
sons other than medical a controlled
substance in schedule V.  Illegally
crossing the border if the individual is
addicted to or using drugs or has
been convicted of any violation of
narcotics or marijuana laws (18
U.S.C. 1407; and 21 U.S.C.
825(A)-(D), 829(B)(C),
841(A)(B1A)(B2)-(B4), 842(A4)-(A8),
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843(A1)(A2)(A5)(B), 845(A)(B), 846,
952(A)(B), 953(A)(C)(E), 954-55,
957, 959, 960(A1)(B2), 961(2), and
962-63).

Transportation of stolen property   
— transporting, selling, or receiving
stolen goods, stolen securities, stolen
moneys, stolen cattle, fraudulent
State tax stamps, or articles used in
counterfeiting if the above articles or
goods involve or constitute interstate
or foreign commerce (18 U.S.C.
2314-17). 

Trial conviction  — conviction by
judge or jury after trial.

True bill  — an indictment.

United States  — the territory occu-
pied by the 50 States, the District of
Columbia (q.v.), Guam, Puerto Rico,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

U.S. attorneys  — all United States
attorneys.  Prosecutorial data in this
publication come from the central
data system of the Executive Office
for U.S. Attorneys.

Unsecured bond  — an agreement
by the defendant as a condition of his
or her release in which the defendant
agrees to pay full bond amount in the
event of nonappearance at trial, but
is not required to post security as a
condition to release.

Violation (of pretrial release, pro-
bation, or parole)  — allegation of a
new crime or a technical violation
(q.v.) while on pretrial release, proba-
tion, or parole.

Violent offenses  — threatening, at-
tempting, or actually using physical
force against a person.  Includes
murder, negligent manslaughter, as-
sault, robbery, rape, other sex of-
fenses (some of which may be
nonviolent), kidnaping, and threats
against the President.  (See specific
offenses for citations.)

Weapons violations  — violations 
of any of the provisions of sections
922 and 923 of title 18 concerning
the manufacturing, importing, pos-
sessing, receiving, and licensing of 
firearms and ammunition. Manufac-
turing, selling, possessing, or trans-
porting (within any territory or
possession of the United States,
within Indian country, or within the
special maritime and territorial juris-
diction of the United States) (18
U.S.C. 7) any switchblade knife.  En-
gaging in importing, manufacturing,
or dealing in firearms if not registered
with the secretary in the Internal
Revenue Service District in which the
business is conducted or not having
paid a special occupational tax.  Car-
rying on the U.S. Capitol grounds or
within U.S. Capitol buildings any fire-
arm, dangerous weapon, explosive,
or incendiary device (2 U.S.C.
167(D); 15 U.S.C. 1242-43; 18
U.S.C. 922(A)-(M), 923, and
924(A)-(C); 18A U.S.C.
1202(A1)-(A5),(B1)(B5); 26 U.S.C.
5801-2, 5811-12, 5821-22, 5841-44,
5851, 5861(A)-(L), and 5871; 40
U.S.C. 193F(A); and 49 U.S.C.
1472(L1)(L2)). 

Youth sentence  — a sentence of
confinement under the Youth Correc-
tions Act (18 U.S.C. 5010(B)(C)).
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