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Disclaimer 

This is a guidance manual and is not a regulation. It does not change or substitute for any legal 
requirements. While EPA has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the discussion in this 
guidance, the obligations of the regulated community are determined by the relevant statutes, 
regulations, or other legally binding requirements. This guidance manual is not a rule, is not 
legally enforceable, and does not confer legal rights or impose legal obligations upon any 
member of the public, EPA, States, or any other agency. In the event of a conflict between the 
discussion in this document and any statute or regulation, this document would not be 
controlling. The word —should“ as used in this guidance manual does not connote a 
requirement, but does indicate EPA‘s strongly preferred approach to assure effective 
implementation of legal requirements. This guidance may not apply in a particular situation 
based upon the circumstances, and EPA, States and Tribes retain the discretion to adopt 
approaches on a case-by-case basis that differ from this guidance manual where appropriate. 
Permitting authorities will make each permitting decision on a case-by-case basis and will be 
guided by the applicable requirements of the CWA and implementing regulations, taking into 
account comments and information presented at that time by interested persons regarding the 
appropriateness of applying these recommendations to the particular situation. In addition, EPA 
may decide to revise this guidance manual without public notice to reflect changes in EPA‘s 
approach to implementing the regulations or to clarify and update text. 
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