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10 percent vacancy rate, and understaffing is particularly acute in the areas of dental,
pharmacy, and optometry services.  In recent years, about one-third of departing dentists
worked for IHS for less than 2 years.

OEI; 00-00-00000

Scholarship and Loan Repayment Programs

We will determine whether the recipients of IHS scholarship and loan repayment programs
have fulfilled their obligations and, if not, what actions IHS has taken or should take to
recover the funds awarded.  Since FY 1998, IHS has awarded over $34 million in scholarships
and loan repayments to recruit and retain professionals to work in its own and tribal facilities. 
The scholarship program encourages qualified Native American students to pursue careers in
health fields, while the loan repayment program is offered to IHS health care employees in a
variety of fields, including physicians, nurses, dentists, pharmacists, and mental health
professionals.  Both programs obligate recipients to serve at an IHS or tribal facility in return
for IHS financial support.

OAS; W-00-01-50006; A-15-01-00000 Expected Issue Date: FY 2002

Facility Maintenance and Repair

At IHS’ request, we will determine, using industry benchmarks, whether current funding levels
are appropriate to adequately maintain the agency’s real property inventory.  The inventory,
estimated by IHS to have a replacement value of $1.5 billion, includes hospitals, clinics, and
health centers — all critical to meeting its health care delivery mission.  According to IHS
officials, the agency’s buildings are old and costly to repair and could affect the quality of care
provided to program beneficiaries.

OAS; W-00-00-50006; A-15-00-50002

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

Superfund Financial Activities for Fiscal Year 2000

As required by Superfund legislation, we will conduct this annual financial audit of the
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences' payments, obligations, reimbursements,
and other uses of Superfund monies. The Institute's Superfund activities, carried out by its own
staff and through cooperative agreements, include training people engaged in hazardous waste
activities and studying the effects of exposure to specific chemicals.  During FY 1999, agency 
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