Environmental Value

The health of America’s frrecious ecosysiems must
be af the core of decisions affecting major invest-
ments in MTS infrastruciure and operalions,

Our valuable coastal and marine ecosystems in
the MTS are important For commercial and recre-
atpnal fshong, wildlife watching, and hoaling, az
well as for drinking waler, Thevelore, it s critical
that protection and cohancement of environmental
quality be central to MTS activities. While public
and private efforts need to be made to minimize the
adwverse environmental effects of MTE activities,
maring transportation is an environmentally respon-
sible method of transportation. Some important
characteristios af the MTS are:

Ships and barges have the fewesd accidental spills
or collisions of all forms of transportation, They
routinely load and discharge millions of barrels of
petrolenm, tons of coal, grain, chemicals, and other
eszentinl products throughout the TLS., from Alaska
i Maine.

The MTs can provide environmentally sound
transpociation of people and goods, which can
relieve congestion in other ansportation modes,
I_:'||:.|_'4_='|_|}-' wdl_l-:_".rlg sOTE negalive amwarnamenial
impacts, such as air pollution.

America's waterways also transport prople.
Ferries increasingly provide an environmentally
sound alternative to cars. The ferry systems in New
York and Washington State, for example, are signifi

ant commuter links. In Poget Sound, ferries carry
#3 million passengers each vear, in Alaska, ferries
are hilerally the highwayvs o and from homes and

brusinesses.

MNumerous porl and walervay improvement proj-
vots, which include benelicial uses of dredged materi-
il, enhance the cnvironment through beach woursh-
ment, wetlands creation, and air quality mitigation.
In addition,
removal, treat-
ment, and dis-
posal of contami-
nated sadiments
from the watey-

“ways have signili-

canl envivonmental benefils, Many post areas alzo pro-
vide for public acces W recreabional cpportunities on
the waterlront aod 1he MTS.

Recreational Value

Americans valwe the Marine Transportafion System
af a recreaffonal resonrce. Shared aecess and e have
a large impact on system operalions and management.

Americans also wse
the MTS for recre
aticnal wnd leisure
PuUrposes

Abeut 78 million
Armericans pariicipal-
el i vecreational
Loating i THG7,
usang 15 million
Loats of all bypes.

Millions of Americans enjoy passenger vessels that
.[.u'-::'-'ic.ur sightseeing, -:?-Et'urs’.u:n. dining, ganing. wind
jamming, whale watching, and nature cruises,

For more information

This inlormmabion i Trom As Asceismend ||_."ﬁ|!|'.':'
LS. Marine Traniportation Syrtem, a report to
Comgress, The Maritime Adrministeadion and the L5
Coast Guard co-chaired the national task force which
progluced the repord. The fask foree included repre-
sentatives of vessel operators, shippers, ports, recre
abicoal boaters, enviconmendalists, shipyards, labor
and other organizations, as well as local, state and
regional governments,  To learn more, visl the LA
Drepartment of Transportation’s MTS web site at
htrpe/ Swwwdolgov/mis,
Pranted copies of the report and additonal copies
o this brochure are available from:
Dffice of Congressional and Public Affiirs
Manrtime Achmanisiralion
4(%) Seventh Srect, 5W,
Washinglon, [C 2055
Phone: 1 (8007 S9MARAD
Email: pasanaradifmarad.dolgoy.




Our Valuable U.S. Marine
Transportation System

The United
Hates is the
world's moat
active trading
nittion, accouni-
ing for one bil
lion metric fons
or nearly 20
pereent of the
annual world
orenborme overseas tade, As intermadional trade
ingreases n the next two decades, the capacity of
America’s marine iransportation system, including its
infrastructure, musl inerese 0 remain competitive

Ohr lives and livelihoods depend on America’s
Marine Transportation Svstem [MTS) to deliver
everything, including energy, raw materials, food,
and cther consumer goods, to our doars &l comperi-
tive prices. The mare than 300 United States puhblic
and private ports and 23,000 miles of waterways are
pateways to domestic and international markets for
our shipments of agricultural prodocts, raw materials,
and manufactured goods. The system encompasses &
network of navigable channels, pipelines, publicly
and privately owned vessals, marine terminals, inter-
modal connections, shipyards, vessel repair facilities,
and associated management and safety information
syvatems, A talented, wained labor Tovee matntaing the
IMarine transportation systen.

The MTS also plays a vital role in national and
elobal defense, even as it provides wens of millions of
Americans L.lr-:-:1]'=' and indirectly with -:m]:l-m ment
ind recreational pleasure, It also adds s gnificant
environmental value to the Mation as it includes and
supports important natural resources and provides
recreational opportunities, The MTS also plays a key
role in State and local governments” economic devel.
opment and job creation efforts. Finally, the MTS
|::-Tc:-1r|r3|: the means by which private MTS service
providers eamn a profit.

Economic Value

By the year 2020, U8, overseas frade ir expecied fo
more an donble.

America’s oceans and navigable waterwavs have
been and remain an esential enmponent of this
Mation's extranrdinary growth and prospenty. They
are vital links in the Navon’s mtemmodal teansportabion
system. Whether fomers or manufictorers mave prod-
ucts in the domestic trade or overseas, or shoppers buy
electrome equipment or running shoes, America’s busi
negses depend on all weather marine tansportation (o
engute that ceonomical goods are available w U5, o
zens and to consumers around the world,

The MT3 is a mainstay of our extraordinary eco-
nomic growth and has enabled the United States to
become the world's largest trading partner. However,
many Americans are unaware of ils important conto-
butions o therr lives and Tvehboed, For example:

Mare thamn 05 percent of the cverseas trade tht
comes in or out of this country moves by ship that
includes importing nine million barrels of oil daily that
help heat and power homes and businesses and fuel
our vehicles,

Lnited States ports and waterways handle more than
by nllion tons of bodh domeshe and foreggn com-
mereE each YT
The witerborne cargo

moving on the MTS
contributes more than
5742 billion to the LLS.
gross domestic produet
and creates emplovment
for merea thasy 13 million
individuals.

Every State relies upon

& national network of
ports o ik goods. Cn
average, a Bate wses 13 1o
L3 poris, Iocated through-
oul the country, o handle
45 pereent of its import
El.'l'd l:':\:pl:ll.'l. lana.

Arnericans spent 519 lhen i 1997 for new and
used boats, accessories, and membershps o 8,000
}':_'.l_"l';l_ anand Dical clulas,

e il

The croise passenger industry spent 36,6 billion on -
goods and serviees in the United States in 1997,
which generated 176,000 jobs. The tolal economic
impact of cruise lines, passengers, and their supplicrs
was 5116 Lillion,

In 19506, Americans spent 518.1 billion an wildlife
watching,

Commercial and recreational fishing contribute
more i BLL billion b Sates” economies annually,

National Security Value
Since the national military sirategy has shiffed

Srom forweard presence te force profection, security
Planrers are placing increasing demands an marine
transporlation, parfimlarly af srategic foris,

Just as our Interstate Highway System was inangu-
ravtesd o the 19508 do accommadate the swili moks-
lization of
Armerica's
national
defense,
America's
MT3 plavs a
vital role in
mchilizing
and maintaining today's national secority effosts.
Whether il's [Jl’.'bL‘Tl torm or Operation Allied Foroe,
America’s ighting men and women depend on the
marine transportation system o be their lifeline for
EOUIment ..|'|-:‘i supplies.

O peveent of all equipment and supples for Desect
Storm were shipped via our inland and coastal water-
wavs from LLE, steategic porls.

Wirtually all waterbome cacgoes, commercial and
defenze related, are intermadal in nature, which
makes the vitality of owr indermodal connechions a
significant national defense consideration.

Commercial transportation assets decrease the
cost and environmental impact of meeting military
transporialion requiremants.




