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UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
BEFORE FEDERAL TRADE COWM SSI ON

In the Matter of

FI LTRATI ON MANUFACTURI NG, | NC.
a corporation, and DOCKET NQ G 3702

GARY L. SAVELL,

HORACE R ALLEN, and

BRANDON R. CLAUSEN
i ndividually and as officers
of said corporation

N N N N N N N N N N N N N

COVPLAI NT

The Federal Trade Conm ssion, having reason to believe that
Filtration Manufacturing, Inc., a corporation, and Gary L. Savell,
Horace R Allen, and Brandon R Causen, individually and as
officers of said corporation ("respondents"), have violated the
provi si ons of the Federal Trade Conm ssion Act, and it appearing to
the Conm ssion that a proceeding by it in respect thereof would be
in the public interest, alleges:

PARAGRAPH ONE: Respondent Filtration Manufacturing, Inc., is
an Al abama corporation with its principal office or place of
busi ness at 1110 Montlimar Pl ace, Suite 290, Mbile, A abama 36609.

Respondent Gary L. Savell is the President, Chief Executive
O ficer, and an owner and director of the corporate respondent.
Hi s principal office or place of business is the sane as that of
the corporate respondent. Individually or in concert with others,
he formul ates, directs, and controls the acts and practices of the
corporate respondent, including the acts and practices alleged in
this conpl aint.

Respondent Horace R Allen is the Secretary, Treasurer, and an
owner and director of the corporate respondent. H s principal
office or place of business is the sane as that of the corporate
respondent. Individually or in concert with others, he fornul ates,



directs, and controls the acts and practices of the corporate

respondent, including the acts and practices alleged in this
conpl ai nt .

Respondent Brandon R Clausen is the Vice President, and an
owner and director of the corporate respondent. H s principal
office or place of business is the sane as that of the corporate
respondent. Individually or in concert with others, he fornul ates,
directs, and controls the acts and practices of the corporate
respondent, including the acts and practices alleged in this
conpl ai nt.

PARAGRAPH TWO Respondents have nanufactured, | abeled,
advertised, pronoted, offered for sale, sold, and distributed the
"Al'lergy 2000" air filters.

PARAGRAPH THREE: The acts and practices of respondents
alleged in this conplaint have been in or affecting conmmrerce as
"comrerce” is defined in Section 4 of the Federal Trade Conm ssion
Act .

PARAGRAPH FOUR: Respondents have di ssem nated or have caused
to be di ssem nated advertisenments and pronotional materials for the
Al'lergy 2000 air filters, including but not necessarily limted to
the attached Exhibits A through G  These advertisenents contain
the foll ow ng statenents and depi cti ons:

Prescribe the ultimate in care for your patient's indoor
ai r today!

Clearly inmproving the quality of air your
patients breathe can be an inportant step to
i mproving their overall health.

How? By prescribing the Alergy 2000 air
conditioning filter. This super hi gh
efficiency four-stage electrostatic air filter
with advanced state-of-the-art materials and a
conputerized design to provide the perfect
m xture of air filtration and air flow

Studi es by independent |abs have confirned
that the Allergy 2000 gat hers an exceptionally
wi de range of indoor contam nants, including
m croscopic germcarrying particles of
5 mcrons or |ess. By contrast, nost
commercially purchased fiberglass filters are
only 7% efficient in stopping dirt, dust,
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poll en, etc. passing through it, according to
ASHRAE.

The extrenely |low resistance of the Allergy
2000 neans less strain on the air conditioning
uni t, which nmeans hi gher efficiency and energy
savings—so it can literally pay for itself!
(Exhibit A)

Isn"t it tinme you stopped |eaving vyour
famly's health up in the air?

I ntroducing the amazing Allergy 2000. The
last air conditioning filter you'll ever buy.

* * *

Superior arrestance capability, 83% average
with 85% peak. Superior |oading capacity,
150 grans hol di ng capacity.

* * *
The ultimate care for your air!
The Allergy 2000 represents the absolute

state-of-the-art in air conditioning filter
technol ogy, providing the perfect mnixture of

air filtration and air flow Scientific
studies have shown that it gathers an
exceptional ly wi de range of i ndoor
contam nants, including mcroscopic germ

carrying particles. |In fact, the ALLERGY 2000
can be paid for by sone health insurance when
prescribed by a doctor! Considering all the
contam nants floating around in the air,
installing an ALLERGY 2000 nmay be the best
thing you will ever do for the health of you
and your famly. (Exhibit B.)

Traps allergy causing contam nants: Dust ,
Pol I en, Mol d Spores, Pet Dander & Snoke.

* * *

Traps nore particles while maintaining greater
air flow
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For a cleaner, healthier indoor environment!
(Exhibit C.)

The U timate Care for your indoor air!

* * *

Anong the lowest initial resistance in the
industry, .13, neaning less strain on the
unit, higher efficiency and energy savings.

* * *

Your indoor pollution solution! (Exhibit D.)

The cold and flu season, traditionally only
associated with the winter nonths (when people
are forced to stay indoors), has gradually
expanded to al nost year-round. Wy? One key
factor may well be that buil dings are now mnuch
nore tightly sealed and energy efficient.
They just don't "breathe" |ike they used to,
and the air in them is nore polluted than
ever.

What can you do to help? Plenty. You can
treat these illnesses before they becone
ill nesses. You can treat the cause instead of
the effects. You can treat the air.

How? By prescribing the Allergy 2000 air
filter for your patients suffering from sinus
or respiratory ailnments. The Allergy 2000 s
uni que design and construction renoves many
al l ergy and di sease-causi ng contam nants from
the air before they're inhaled. The result—a
cl eaner, heal t hi er i ndoor envi ronment .
(Exhibit E.)

Constructed of durable space-age materials,
ALLERGY 2000's wunique design wuses static
electricity to attract and hold indoor
pollutants and germcarrying particles of
5 mcrons or |ess.

Superior arrestance capabilities, 85% peak.
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Superior loading capacity, 150 grans psi.
(Exhibit F.)

F. D D YOU KNOW .

— That common house dust is nore dangerous
than outside dust? ( Envi ronment al
Protecti on Agency.)

— That indoor air is found to be up to 70
times nore polluted than outdoor air?

— That 50% of all illnesses are either
caused or aggravated by polluted indoor
air? (Anmerican College of Allergists.)
(Exhibit G)

PARAGRAPH FI VE: Through the wuse of the trade nane,
Al l ergy 2000, and the statenents and depictions contained in the
advertisements and pronotional nmaterials referred to i n PARAGRAPH
FOUR, including but not necessarily limted to the advertisenents
and pronotional materials attached as Exhibits A through G
respondents have represented, directly or by inplication, that:

A Use of the Allergy 2000 filter wi |l
substantially reduce t he i nci dence of
all ergies caused by indoor allergens under
househol d |iving conditions.

B. Use of the Allergy 2000 filter wi ||
substantially reduce the anmount of disease-
causing gerns in the air people breathe under
househol d |iving conditions.

C. Use  of the Allergy 2000 filter wi l |
substantially reduce the incidence of disease
caused by gerns in the air people breathe
under househol d living conditions.

D. People living in homes using the Al ergy 2000
air filter will be healthier and have fewer
illnesses than they would if a conventional
filter were used.

E. The Allergy 2000 air filter renoves

substantially al | of t he ai rbor ne
contam nants, including allergens, from the
air people breathe wunder household 1iving

condi ti ons.
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F. Repl acenent of conventional air filters with
the Allergy 2000 will result in lower utility
bills for househol ds.

PARAGRAPH SI X: Through the use of the statenents and
depictions contained in the advertisenents and pronotional
materials referred to in PARAGRAPH FOUR, including but not
necessarily limted to the adverti sements and pronotional materials
attached as Exhibits A through G respondents have represented,
directly or by inplication, that at the tinme they made the
representations set forth in PARAGRAPH FI VE, respondents possessed
and relied upon a reasonable basis that substantiated such
representations.

PARAGRAPH SEVEN:  In truth and in fact, at the tinme they nmade
the representations set forth in PARAGRAPH FI VE, respondents did
not possess and rely upon a reasonable basis that substantiated
such representations. Therefore, the representation set forth in
PARACGRAPH SI X was, and is, false and m sl eadi ng.

PARAGRAPH EI GHT: The acts and practices of respondents as
alleged in this conplaint constitute unfair or deceptive acts or
practices and the making of false advertisenents in or affecting
comrerce in violation of Section 5(a) of the Federal Trade
Conmmi ssi on Act.

THEREFORE, the Federal Trade Commission this sixth day of
January, 1997, has issued this conplaint agai nst respondents.

By the Conmi ssion.

Donald S. dark
Secretary

[Exhibits A-E attached to paper copies of conplaint, but not
avai lable in electronic fornat]
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