didn ¢ happen a hundred years ago—they
are still happening today.

After five hundred years of White ex-
ploitation, there is a very real feeling among
some Native people that, now that Whites
have taken everything else, we want their
religion, too. Louis always spoke of such
things as the sacred pipe and the drum as
his people’s “instruments of worship” and
the ceremonies as their “ways of worship.”
The statement is often made that these “ways

of worship” do not constitute a religion.
This is usually stated in the positive sense—
that these ways are not reliant on a written
code and that they are a way of life, as op-
posed to something outside of daily life.
Yet, I believe such statements can lead some
people to want to borrow bits and pieces of
these ways of worship as spiritual “exer-
cises.” Within Native communities, the cer-
emonies are used to help heal broken fami-
lies, alcoholism, and all the terrible effects of
oppression. [tshould notsurprise us if some
Natives are reluctant to welcome Whites
who want to use Native sacred instruments
of worship because it is now the “spiritually
cool” thing to do.

The bridge Louis wanted to create was
one of mutual respect. If calling his people’s
spiritual ways a religion afforded them the
same respect as the so-called Great Reli-
gions, then he would call them a religion. It
bothered him to no end that money was
being charged for his people’s sacred cer-
emonies. He likened it to money being
charged to take part in a Catholic Mass.

Many aspects of the New Age approach
to Native American spirituality both amused
and troubled Louis. The idea that picking
up a drum and performing certain rituals
learned in one or two weekend workshops
could make one a shaman was an utterly
foreign concept to him. Within most Native
traditions, a shaman is one who is chosen or
deemed worthy by the spirits. The ease
with which some people claimed to have
obtained animal spirit guides was also amus-
ing to Louis. Almost everyone today has an
eagle, bear, or other equally majestic animal
as a guide, but few understand those pow-
ers. Bear medicine, for example, was very
powerful—something obtained through a
dangerous encounter with a bear, or through
alifetime of observing and living and breath-
ing Bear. These days, most people’s knowl-
edge of bears is limited to images from
Disney cartoons or, at best, from Discovery
documentaries; few people are willing to
make any effort to learn more—much less to
make the sacrifices necessary to obtain and
maintain Bear medicine.
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An accredited institution of
higher learning that strives
to embody spirit, intellect
and wisdom.

Programs of studv indlude:

Clinical Psychology
Counseling Psychology
Drama Therapy
Fast-West Psychology
Expressive Arts Therapy
Integral Health Fducation
Integral Studics
Organizational Development
& Transtormation
Philosophy & Religion
Social & Cultural Anthropology
Somaticy
Women's Spirituality
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California Institute
of Integral Studies
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(415) 674-5500

Social & Cultural
Anthropology
M.A. and Ph.D.

Announcing a new Ph.D. program

FEATURING:

Unique Interdisciplinary Curriculum which engages
the social, cultural, historical, philosophical, and spiritual
dimensions of anthropological theory and practice.

Fieldwork and Research in Ethnographic Studies
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intercultural settings.

Areas of Concentration Include:
Ecology and Social Change

Cross Cultural Healing

Gender, Sexuality and ldentity
Contemporary Cultural Critique

Faculty Include:

Dan Alford, Matthew Bronson, Lisa
Faithorn, Peter Gold, Michael Harner,
Joanna Macy, Margaret Mackenzie,
Mutombo Mpanya, Richard

Shapiro, Jody Timms
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