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Cohesive Strategy

Topic:The USDA ForestService and DOIare developing a com m on strategy forreducing fuelsand restoring land
health in fire-prone areas 

Background:The DOIand USDA FrestService have prepared 2 Docum entsoutlining strategies forprotecting people
and the environm entby restoring and sustaining land health;Protecting People and Sustaining Resources in Fire-
adapted Ecosystem s -A Cohesive Strategy (USDA ForestService,2000)and Integrating Fire and NaturalResource 
M anagem ent-A Cohesive Strategy ForProtecting People By Restoring Land Health (DOI,in draft).The Federal
W ildland Fire M anagem entPolicyand Program  Review (1995)and the 10-yearcom prehensive strategy A Collaborative 
Approach forReducing W ildland Fire Risksto Com m unities and the Environm ent(2001),both recom m end a
collaborative,interagency approach to addressing wildland fire problem s.

In Addition,the July31,2001 GAO testim ony The NationalFire Plan -FederalAgencies Are NotOrganized to
Effectivelyand EfficientlyIm plem entthe Plan suggeststhatin orderto be successful,federalfire m anagersm ustforge
new working relationships with otherdisciplines within the agencies,and also im prove coordination,consistency,and
agreem entam ong the federalland m anagem entagencies in the two departm ents.

The effortwillbe a step forward in fulfilling these expectations.Itisanticipated thatthe strategy willbe com pleted in the
nextfew weeks.

Key Points and Issues:

The purpose of the strategy is to:

1. Establish nationalpriorities forfueltreatm ent;ensuring funding istargeted to the highestriskcom m unities and
ecosystem s.

2. Evaluate the tradeoffsbetween program s thatem phasize wildland urban interface and those thatem phasize 
ecosystem  restoration and m aintenance.

3. M easure the effectiveness ofstrategicprogram  options atdifferentfunding levels.

4. Recom m end a strategicprogram  to bestachieve nationalfueltreatm entobjectives forcom m unityprotection and
ecosystem  restoration and m aintenance.
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5. Em phasize landscape-scale,cross-boundarytreatm entsthatreduce hazards while providing benefitsto other
ecosystem  values.

The strategy willem phasize im proved working relationships between federalland m anagers,as wellas with m ultiple key 
disciplines inside the various land m anagem entand regulatoryagencies and bureaus across geographicscales.

Contacts:
PeterTeensm a,BLM  (202)452-5053
M arkBeighley,USFS (202)205-0888
Tim Sexton,NPS (208)387-5223


